Topics in Criminal Justice: Seminar on Capital Punishment
CJUS 5800
Summer 2016
Instructor Information



Adam Trahan, Ph.D.





Chilton Hall, Office 273K





Department of Criminal Justice



University of North Texas





E-mail: Adam.Trahan@unt.edu

Office Hours:  MW 12:00-1:30,

Phone: (940) 369-8860




or by appointment
You will normally receive an email response within 48 hours. However, responses may be delayed during busy times of the semester.

Course Description 
Capital punishment has played a prominent role in the ongoing development of American socio-legal culture.  As such, the death penalty has gone through several stages.  This course will focus on the historical and “modern era” of capital punishment, which began with the Supreme Court’s decision in Gregg v. Georgia in 1976.  In this decision, the Court built a new framework for the administration of capital punishment.  This new system was built to ensure that the death penalty would be meted out fairly based on objective criteria.  The Court established elaborate guidelines intended to guide jury decision-making.  We will study this system at length and whether juries are able and willing to follow the framework laid out for them.  In doing so, we will also study discrimination in sentencing and the social psychology of juror cognition.  Other primary topics include public opinion and its influence on lawmaking, effective assistance of counsel, and methods of execution and the 8th Amendment.  We will conclude by exploring emerging issues and the future of the death penalty in America.

Course Goals

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

1) Fully understand the Supreme Court’s evolving standards of decency rationale and explain the relationships between public opinion and the administration of capital punishment
2) Understand jury decision-making in capital cases and evaluate the policies that govern juror cognition.

3) Describe how impartiality is assessed by the courts, legislative bodies, and the public and whether the administration of the death penalty meets these goals.

4) Separate ideology-driven, subjective perspectives from evidence-based information and act in a professional capacity based on the latter. 

Reading Materials

Hatch, V.L. & Walsh, A. (2015). Capital punishment: Theory and practice of the 

ultimate penalty. Oxford University Press.
I may also periodically assign research articles and other supplementary readings.

Course Requirements and Grading

Your final grade will be based on two exams and a term paper.
1) Midterm exam:

20%  

2) Final exam:


20%
3) Term paper:


30% 

4) Chapter quizzes

15%

5) Blackboard discussions
15%

Exams: Each exam will be comprised of three essay questions.  You must choose two to answer.  Each question will be worth 25 points.  See the end of this syllabus for a schedule of readings and exams.  

Term paper: This term paper should be at least 15 pages in length and will be due no later than August 12.  You may write about any topic related to capital punishment.  I encourage you to research and write about a topic that you are passionate about.  I also encourage you to discuss your ideas about this paper and your intended approach with me frequently.  

Papers must be turned in through turnitin.com. Papers must be typed in 12-point, times new roman font with 1 inch margins in APA format.  No late papers will be accepted.

Chapter quizzes: You must complete each chapter quiz by the date and time listed on the course schedule. Each quiz is comprised of approximately 8 to 12 multiple choice questions. You will have 20 minutes to complete each quiz. Backtracking is not permitted.
Blackboard Discussions: Each student will be required to participate in 5 blackboard discussions throughout the course. These discussions will first require you to post an original policy you create based on a theory I will provide that would reduce crime. Be clear about how the policy is based on the theory provided and why, according to that theory, the policy should reduce crime. These posts should be 2-3 paragraphs long (a paragraph is at least four complete sentences) and will be worth 5 points. 
Each student must then appropriately and professionally respond to at least one other student’s policy. These responses should constructively critique the policies proposed by your classmates. Consider: what changes might you propose to the policy; how might it be better implemented; what other components of the theory might be included and how; etc. These responses should also be 2-3 paragraphs long and will be worth 5 points. 
Lackadaisical discussions will result in a loss of points.
Final Semester Grades
Final semester grades will be awarded using the following scale:

     Final Grade

  
    Total Points Earned

         

A



90% - 100%



B



80% - 89%




C



70% - 79%




D



60% - 69%





F



0% - 59%



Class Policies
Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) to receive important updates, changes, announcements, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, so I can reach you if necessary.  
The announcement board in Blackboard, and email, will be used for primary communication to the class as a whole. I advise you check the announcements section frequently.  

Important: It is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the UNT online system/Blackboard Learn.  This is especially critical during examination times.  I would recommend that you take your exams on the UNT campus if possible.  If that is not possible, I would recommend you avoid waiting until the last minute to take your exam in case problems arise.    Do not take your exams on mobile devices such as smartphones or tablets.   

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS / ASSISTANCE

The following information has been provided to assist you in preparation for the technological aspect of the course.


IUT Help Desk: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm

Hardware and software necessary to use Bb Learn: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/bblearn/
Browser requirements: http://kb.blackboard.com/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=84639794
Computer and Internet Literacy: http://clt.odu.edu/oso/index.php?src=pe_comp_lit
Headset/Microphone (if required for synchronous chats)

Word Processor

[Other related hardware or software necessary for the course]

Minimum Technical Skills Needed:


Examples include:


Using the learning management system


Using email with attachments

Creating and submitting files in commonly used word processing program formats

Copying and pasting

Downloading and installing software

Using spreadsheet programs
Make-Up Policy
There will be no opportunities to make up any missed coursework with the exception of authorized absences according to University policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Students should notify me prior to missing an assignment, if possible. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed to make up assignments if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence. I must have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused. 

Authorized Absences: Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious holidays.  For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in advance by the department chair and academic dean.  Within three days after the absence, students must obtain authorized absence cards from the Dean of Students for presentation to instructor. Students who wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class as long as they make a request within the required time frame set by the University (see the most recent undergraduate catalog).  Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records.  You must arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity.  

Academic Dishonesty/Integrity

All students are required to conduct themselves with utmost honesty and integrity in all aspects related to this course.  Any act of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and may result in failing the course.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion – the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for course credit.  

Grade Appeals

Please keep all your graded work.  You cannot, under any circumstance, dispute a grade on an exam or assignment if you cannot provide the original copy.  Should you have any discrepancy with a grade you receive, you must submit a written complaint and meet with me within one week of receiving the grade.  Bring the original copy of the exam or assignment to this meeting.  Written complaints must address specific comments and/or grading criteria.  Filing an appeal does not guarantee that your grade will be changed.  Grades are not verbally negotiable.

ODA Statement

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA with provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter if reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www,unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses

Federal Regulation

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://ecfr.gpoaccesss.gov . The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at “Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i)(G)” and can be found buried within this document: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-
Cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&PART=214&SECTION=2TYPE=TEXT

The paragraph reads:

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student’s physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student’s course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student’s full course of study requirement. 

University of North Texas Compliance

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course.

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of the start of the course.

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT Internation Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.
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SETE Participation (Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness)

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
Student Behavior and University Policy:
 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr
Participation and Online Behavior

To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and complete the assigned material and engage in thoughtful online discussions.  Your active participation, along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions regarding criminological theory will be taken into account at all times during the semester.  

An online classroom, at least during times of online discussion, is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful discussions.  Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times or their status in the course will be examined.  In sum, simply be appropriate during online interactions.  Each student brings unique insight and perspectives, and that can make for a very interesting and lively discussion forum, but just please be appropriate and respectful of others.  Please review the undergraduate catalog concerning conduct which adversely affects the university community.  
Syllabus Changes

I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus.  While every effort will be made to follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified.  In the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class.  I will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class as a whole. It is the student’s responsibility to check announcements/email so that any and all syllabus changes are documented.  Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements does not constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes.  

Miscellaneous:

The material posted online is my personal intellectual property or that of the University of North Texas.  You may not utilize the material for other than class purposes.  
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