SYLLABUS

CJUS 4870 (Online)
Serial Homicide

Summer 2014
Instructor: Dr. Chad Trulson

Office: 289L Chilton Hall

Office Hours: By appointment only (email ctrulson@unt.edu to schedule)
Phone: (940) 565-2758

Email: ctrulson@unt.edu
***Before emailing with questions, please review this syllabus and other documents carefully.  If you have a question, please email Mrs. Amanda Belshaw first (amanda.belshaw@unt.edu). 
REQUIRED TEXTS


Required Main Text

Hickey, E. (2013, 6th Edition).  Serial Murderers and their Victims.  Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth. 

Required Supplemental Texts
Bass, B., and Jefferson, J. (2003).  Death’s Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm.  New York: Berkley Publishing.  
Carlo, P. (2006). The Iceman: Confessions of a Mafia Contract Killer. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 

Keppell, R. (with William J. Birnes) (2005). The Riverman: Ted Bundy and I Hunt for the Green River Killer.  New York: Pocket Books, a division of Simon and Schuster, Inc. 
Russell, S. (2002). Lethal Intent: The Shocking True Story of One of America’s Most Notorious Female Serial Killers.  New York: Pinnacle, Kensington Publishing Corp.  
Also view http://foia.fbi.gov/room.htm for released documents on certain serial killer investigations conducted by the FBI.   If this link does not work, go to www.fbi.gov and search for freedom of information act files. 
**You will also be responsible for any outside material assigned by the instructor.  This may include newspaper articles, journal articles, magazine articles, and videos.  I will post these additional resources to Blackboard Learn when appropriate. 
COURSE NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) to receive important updates, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, so I can reach you if necessary.  Failure to receive updates because of failure to receive this correspondence is no defense against missed deadlines, updates, or other applicable changes. 
The announcement board and email in Blackboard will be used for primary communication to the class as a whole. I advise you check the announcements section frequently, and your official university email.  

I would like you to send me questions regarding the class to Amanda Belshaw at amanda.belshaw@unt.edu or myself at ctrulson@unt.edu, instead of through Blackboard Learn. With that said, if I do receive several emails regarding a common topic, I will post an announcement or mass email addressing the issue instead of responding to each individual email. Before you send an email with a question, please revisit this syllabus and other documents in the course.  
It is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the UNT online system/Blackboard Learn.  This is especially critical during examination times.  I would recommend that you take your exams on the UNT campus if possible.  If that is not possible, I would recommend you avoid waiting until the last minute to take your exam in case problems arise.    

*** Please see blackboard at https://learn.unt.edu/ for course syllabus, announcements, and other updates. 

***Please forward your official UNT email to your preferred email address as this is how I will make important updates and announcements to the class.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class examines the phenomena of serial homicide from both the academic and popular perspectives.  This class examines in detail “what we know” about serial homicide: the typologies of serial killers, victims, methods of killing, general and serial homicide trends over time, theories of serial murder, the impact of serial homicide on society as a whole and specifically justice system operation, myths and facts about serial homicide, and in general, what is known about the “making of a serial murderer.”  This class also examines relevant topics such as serial murder investigative techniques and the use (and utility)of profiling used to help catch serial killers.  

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

At the completion of this course:

· You should have an understanding of the evolution of the study of serial homicide and the social construction of serial murder. 

· You should have a detailed understanding of the trends in homicides in America, and homicides that could potentially be attributed to serial killers.  In short, you should understand that serial homicide is a relatively rare event even under the most liberal of definitions. 

· You should be able to discuss the various definitions of what is considered a serial killer. 

· You should be able to distinguish between the different typologies of serial killers.
· You should be able to discuss the subdivisions of serial killers and their characteristics.

· You should have an understanding of the many paraphilias linked to serial killers.

· You should understand that paraphilias are correlated to serial killers, not causal explanations of serial homicide.

· You should be able to discuss the theories of serial homicide and the specific factors which may explain this behavior.

· You should have gained a basic knowledge about the “making of a serial killer.”

· You should be able to distinguish myth from fact when discussing serial killers.

· You should have a basic knowledge about numerous serial killers in American society.

· You should be able to develop a basic “profile” of various serial killers.

· You should be able to discuss the nature of victimization involving serial homicide.

· You should be able to discuss advances in forensic and investigative techniques as they relate to serial homicide. 

· You should be able to distinguish between organized and disorganized killers, as well as traveling, place-specific, and local serial killers, in addition to other serial killer typologies.
· You should have an understanding of the different motivations of female versus male serial killers. 

· You should have an understanding of what happens to serial killers when they are caught and processed by the criminal justice system. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

There are a total of 200 points that can be earned in this course.  The grading policy, along with other course requirements, is presented below. 


Grading Scale:

180-200 points= A

160-179 points= B

140-159 points= C

120-139 points= D

Below 120 points= F
Serial Homicide Internet Investigation (1 paper worth 30 points) 
Each student will be required to “investigate” one serial killer or one subject related to serial homicide on the Internet generally, and www.youtube.com, specifically.  I would like you to examine youtube and other websites where you can access old video clips, documentaries, pictures, blogs, newspaper articles, and other documents to inform about your chosen serial killer or serial homicide related topic. You may investigate any serial killer or serial homicide related topic you like, provided there is sufficient evidence available on the Internet so that you can dig deeper into the killer or subject, and also so that you have enough material to complete your assignment. If you select a serial killer, make sure they are a serial killer, not a single victim killer, a mass murderer or spree killer, or other killer that does not generally fall within the definition of a serial killer.  
I would advise that you consult your main text to select a serial killer or topic that interests you the most.  There are so many interesting serial killers and topics beyond the garden variety (e.g., Ted Bundy, John Wayne Gacy, Wayne Williams or Profiling), so please feel free to be creative in your selection. Also feel free to be creative in your selection and presentation of material.  For example, you might want to focus on pieces of information that might be unique about the killer or topic—information that is rarely mentioned or generally not known.  Whatever you decide to do, try to be creative and conduct an in-depth investigation!  
Once you have viewed several pertinent videos, news clips, Internet sites, interviews, and scoured other sources, your assignment is to write a 700-1,000 word paper (around 2 pages) about what you learned about a particular serial killer or serial homicide related topic of interest. As you write, make sure to take all the material you utilized and write a concise yet informative paper, and end it with a brief “bottom line” paragraph of what should be the “take away” message or finding from your paper.  In addition to your 700-1,000 words, make sure to provide a brief list of sources and materials you consulted in writing your paper, including Internet sites. You may put this in any academic citation format you like, but APA citation style is preferred.   
Do not upload a word document or other file (although I recommend typing and saving your paper in a word document first, and copying and pasting it into Blackboard).  Instead, copy and paste your paper right into the text box where indicated on Blackboard (see the prompt TYPE SUBMISSION).  
See the course schedule for specific open and close dates for this assignment.  
 
Blackboard Discussion Assignments (5 discussions worth 100 points)
Each student will be required to participate in 5 Blackboard Discussion Assignments (BDA) throughout the semester.  Each BDA is worth a maximum of 20 points toward your final grade.  To be eligible for full points for each assignment, you must reply to at least one student’s discussion post. 
Do not upload a word document or other file.  Instead, copy and paste your paper right into the text box where indicated on Blackboard (see the prompt TYPE SUBMISSION).  

See the course schedule for specific open and close dates for these assignments. 
Examination (1 exam worth 70 points)

Each student will be required to take one comprehensive final examination worth a total of 70 points.  This exam will cover all reading material, lecture material, and video material presented in the course. This exam may consist of essay, short-answer, fill-in-the-blank, multiple choice questions, or a combination of the above.  Students will have roughly one-hour for the exam, although I may extend this time frame depending on the question types in the test.  The exam will likely feature certain restrictions beyond time constraints, for example, the inability to go back to a question once answered, scrambled questions, and so on.  Make sure you are well prepared for this exam by completing all of the required readings.  Last minute cramming will likely result in an undesirable grade. 
See the course schedule for specific open and close dates for this exam. 
MAKE UP POLICY

There are no make-up exams/assignments/quizzes in this class with the exception of authorized absences according to University policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed make up if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence.  I must have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused (e.g., traveling for a basketball game).  

There is absolutely no make-up for assignments or quizzes missed or turned in late unless authorized as a result of university related absence. Make-up assignments as a result of authorized absences must be turned in within 3 days of returning from the authorized absence.  In the event that circumstances require a make-up test or quiz or assignment, and provided students follow the appropriate procedures for requesting an excused absence that falls on a test/quiz/assignment day, any authorized make-up test/quiz/assignment will be conducted during finals week immediately after the final test in this course or at a time approved by the professor in consultation with the student’s schedule.  
Note: I am reasonable, so if you must miss an assignment for an unavoidable and “legitimate” circumstance, please let me know as soon as possible so as to get you back on track. Communication is the key.  

Authorized Absences: Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious holidays.  For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in advance by the department chair and academic dean.  Within three days after the absence, students must obtain authorized absence cards from the Dean of Students for presentation to instructor. Students who wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class as long as they make a request within the required time frame set by the University (see the most recent undergraduate catalog).  Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records.  You must arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity. 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Section V of the “Code of Student Conduct and Discipline” of the policies of the University of North Texas regarding cheating and plagiarism will be enforced in accordance with University policy (Please review the University Policies in the undergraduate catalog).  
In all writing assignments, please use your own words and acknowledge the sources where you retrieved your material.  Do not plagiarize please—simply note where your information was obtained, use your own words, and give proper credit. 
ADA STATEMENT AND DISABLED STUDENT POLICY

Students with a certified disability may contact me at any time regarding accommodations.  The Department of Criminal Justice complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students.  Students who have established a file containing documentation of a disability must present a written accommodation request from the Office of Disability Accommodation to the instructor. Any accommodations supported by the Office of Disability Accommodations will be complied with immediately. 
STUDENT EVALUATION OF TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS (SETE)

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
PARTICIPATION, PREPARATION AND BEHAVIOR

To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and complete the assigned material and engage in thoughtful online discussions.  Your attendance and active participation, along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions regarding serial homicide will be taken into account at all times during the semester.  

An online classroom, at least during times of online discussion, is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful discussions.  Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times or their status in the course will be examined.  In sum, simply be appropriate during online interactions.  Each student brings unique insight and perspectives, and that can make for a very interesting and lively discussion forum, but just please be appropriate and respectful of others.  Please review the undergraduate catalog concerning conduct which adversely affects the university community.  

Miscellaneous:

The material posted online is my personal intellectual property or that of the University of North Texas.  You may not utilize the material for other than class purposes.  

SYLLABUS CHANGES

I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus.  While every effort will be made to follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified.  In the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class.  I will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class as a whole. It is the student’s responsibility to check announcements and their official UNT email so that any and all syllabus changes are documented.  Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements/email does not constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes.  

COURSE SCHEDULE
	MODULE/ACTIVITY
	TOPIC
	READING/ASSIGNMENT

	Module 1
	The Phenomenon of Serial Murder
Sexual Predators, Paraphilia, and Murder

***Module opens June 2, 2014
	Chapter 1
Chapter 5 (no notes)

	Module 2
	Victims of Serial Homicide

***Module opens June 4, 2014
	Chapter 10 

	Blackboard Discussion
	Complete the Blackboard Discussion Assignment on “Defining Serial Killers”

**Submission opens June 6, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 10, 2014
	

	Module 3
	Psychopathology and Biogenics of Serial Murderers
***Module opens June 6, 2014
	Chapter 3

	Book
	The Iceman: Confessions of a Mafia Contract Killer
	Have Read “Iceman”

	Module 4
	Social Construction of Serial Murder

***Module opens June 9, 2014
	Chapter 4

	Blackboard Discussion
	Complete the Blackboard Discussion Assignment on “Explaining the Iceman”

**Submission opens June 10, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 16, 2014
	

	Module 5
	The Male Serial Murderer

Team Killers

***Module opens June 10, 2014
	Chapter 7

Chapter 8 (no notes)


	Internet Investigation Assignment
	**Submission opens June 10, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 17, 2014
	

	Book
	The Riverman: Ted Bundy and I Hunt for the Green River Killer
	Have Read “The Riverman”

	Module 6
	The Female Serial Murderer

***Module opens June 13, 2014
	Chapter 9

	Book
	Lethal Intent: The Shocking True Story of One of America’s Most Notorious Female Serial Killers
	Have Read “Lethal Intent”

	Blackboard Discussion
	Complete the Blackboard Discussion Assignment on “Male and Female Serial Killers”

**Submission opens June 16, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 20, 2014
	

	Module 7
	Law Enforcement Strategies for Investigating Serial Murder

***Module opens June 16, 2014
	Lecture notes only


	Blackboard Discussion
	Complete the Blackboard Discussion Assignment on “Innovative Ways to Investigate Serial Murder ”

**Submission opens June 17, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 21, 2014
	

	Book
	Death’s Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm
	Have Read “Death’s Acre”

	Module 8
	Responding to Serial Killers
***Module opens June 17, 2014
	Chapter 12


	Blackboard Discussion
	Complete the Blackboard Discussion Assignment on “Investigating and Apprehending Serial Killers”

**Submission opens June 18, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 25, 2014
	

	Module 9a-b
	Crime Scene Characteristics and Crime Scene Analysis (Krick)
***Module opens June 19, 2014
Module is not on final exam
	

	Module 10
	Case Study: DC Snipers (Krick)
***Module opens June 21, 2014
Module is not on final exam
	

	Comprehensive Final Exam
	**Test opens June 23, 2014
**Last day to submit is June 30, 2014
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