Fall 2010     8

RHAB 5770: Rehabilitation Research and Program Evaluation
Course Syllabus

Instructor: 
Denise Catalano, Ph.D., CRC


Office hours:  Wed, 4 – 5pm



238P, Chilton Hall





 or by appointment


(940) 891-6893



Denise.Catalano@unt.edu
Course schedule:
Wednesday nights, 5:30 – 9:20pm

Location:

Chilton Hall, room 270


Course description: The purpose of this course is to teach students the skills and knowledge to be informed consumers of research and to help students become familiar with research concepts related to evidence-based practices and program evaluation. Students will become knowledgeable about how to access, interpret, and integrate research findings for use in their own practice as rehabilitation professionals.  

Course objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate the ability to articulate current knowledge of the rehabilitation field as evidenced by active participation in class discussions and completion of a literature review paper. (C.8.1)
2. Demonstrate the ability to analyze research articles in rehabilitation and related fields as evidenced by successful completion of the literature review paper. (C.8.2)
3. Demonstrate the ability to apply research literature to practice (e.g., to choose appropriate interventions, to plan assessments, to implement meaningful program evaluation, to perform outcome analysis, to conduct consumer satisfaction studies) as evidenced by active participation in small group discussions, in-class activities, and completion of a program evaluation proposal. (C.8.3) 
4. Demonstrate the ability to participate in agency or community research activities, studies, and projects, and explain the importance of such participation to the development of the field as evidenced by successful completion of a program evaluation proposal assignment and active participation in class discussions. (C.8.4)
5. Demonstrate the ability to analyze research articles and use data to support professional opinion as evidenced by participation in class discussions, in-class activities, and completion of a literature review paper. (C.8.5) 

6. Demonstrate the ability to conduct a review of rehabilitation literature on a given topic or case problem as evidenced by successful completion of a literature review. (C.8.6)
7. Demonstrate understanding of ethical, legal, and cultural issues in research and program evaluation processes as evidenced by successfully passing the NIH On-Line Training Course: Protecting Human Research Participants. (C.8.7)
8. Demonstrate understanding of basic concepts of research and the scientific method for conducting objective investigations (e.g., hypothesis testing, sampling procedures, measurement scales, research designs, descriptive statistics, understanding the purpose of and interpreting inferential statistics) as evidenced by successfully passing related quizzes and exams, and completion of a program evaluation proposal. 
9. Demonstrate the ability to distinguish differences between quantitative and qualitative research models as evidenced by successfully passing related quizzes and exams. 
10. Demonstrate an understanding of evidence-based practice and the application of outcomes research to consumer service provision and program evaluation activities as evidenced by active participation in class discussions and in-class activities. 
Textbook information: 

Required texts:  
American Psychological Association (2001). Publication manual of the APA (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
Bellini, J. L., & Rumrill, P. D. (1999). Research in rehabilitation counseling. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas Publisher, LTD.  
Yuen, F. K. LO., & Terao, K. L. (2003). Practical grant writing and program evaluation. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole. 


 

Course requirements*:

Attendance and participation (20 pts): All students are expected to come to scheduled classes, prepared to discuss the scheduled topic, or ready to turn in an assignment that is due. A student’s final grade may be dropped by one letter grade if there has been excessive absenteeism or failure to meet course deadlines.  
Quizzes (points vary between 10 – 20 each quiz:) Students will complete weekly on-line quizzes based on material covered by the readings and lectures for that week. Quizzes will be posted by Thursday evening following the day our class met in which the topic was discussed and students will have until the next class (one week) to submit the quiz for credit. For example, the quiz for Week 2 will be posted on Thursday, Sept. 2 and must be submitted by 5:30pm Wednesday, Sept. 8th. We will review the quizzes at the start of each class. Due to having one week to access the quiz, and the review of the quiz in class, there will be no quiz deadline extensions.
Final Exam (50 pts):   Students will complete an in-class cumulative final exam to be held during Finals week at our regularly scheduled time.   
Assignments:
NIH On-line training course: Protection of Human Research Participants (10 pts) Researchers have a responsibility when conducting studies involving human participants (and animals as well) to protect the rights of the individual participants. As part of its commitment to protect the rights and welfare of human subjects in research, the University of North Texas Institutional Review Board (IRB) requires that all individuals working with human subjects in research complete an instructional program before the IRB will review an application. When a research proposal is submitted to UNT’s IRB, a copy of the certificate for the Principle Investigator (PI) and all key personnel must be included with the proposal.  

The required training is a no-cost tutorial developed by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and is entitled “Protecting Human Research Participants.” The tutorial can be accessed at http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php
This tutorial can be completed in approximately one and a half hours and consists of seven modules, four of which are followed by quizzes. You do not need to complete the tutorial all at once; you are able to create your own account so that you may log out and then log back in at another time to continue. 
Upon successful completion of the tutorial, a “Certificate of Completion” will be provided. Students are to print out their certificate and submit it to me by the due date (June 18th). In order to get credit for the assignment you MUST pass the tutorial. If you do not pass, you should review the sections where your score was low and retake the assessment until you get the required passing score.  
Please take some time to visit http://research.unt.edu/ors/compliance/human.htm for more information about UNT’s IRB.   
Program Evaluation Proposal (30 pts)
Students will be divided into small groups and work collaboratively on developing a written proposal for a program evaluation. Students may choose to evaluate a program that actually exists or they may choose from several descriptions of programs that will be made available. A guideline will be provided to assist students in organizing the proposal. Students will present a brief overview (no more than 20 minutes) of their proposals in class. 
The grade for the proposal will be typically shared by all group members however individual grades may be modified based on the proportion of the student’s contribution to the project. Each member of the group will be asked to provide his or her own calculation of the group’s members contribution. If it is determined (either by the group or by me) that the proportion contributed by a student is less than the contributions of the other students in that group, that student’s grade will be adjusted accordingly.     
Literature Review (40 pts) 
Students will identify a topic of interest and explore the published literature on that topic in order to write a 2 page APA compliant paper explaining the significance of that topic for the field of rehabilitation counseling and what types research questions the student has regarding that area. Students will then select 3 empirical peer-reviewed and published research articles that address the topic and (ideally) are related to the student’s questions to summarize in a written review of the article. Each article will be summarized individually, should follow the basic outline of a research article (to be reviewed in class), be APA compliant, and be approximately 2 pages (no more than 2 ½).
 NOTE: Because clear and understandable written communication is an essential skill of all helping professionals, all papers and reports submitted in this course must be done on a word processor and be thoroughly proofread by the student for clarity and organization of content, grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. Compliance with APA style guidelines is required.     

Technology
This course will use UNT’s Blackboard Vista as a resource for course lectures and PowerPoints, quizzes and exams, additional readings, instructions on assignments, etc. It will be your responsibility to regularly check the course website. I will notify you through the Blackboard e-mail and announcement features when I have posted new materials, quizzes, etc.  
Discussion Boards
A “Virtual Coffeehouse” discussion board has been developed so that you have a forum for asking each other questions related to the course. Students have often found this handy for just asking a question about an assignment, something I said in class, etc.  
Student Evaluation

Each quiz, assignment, the final exam, and attendance/participation will have a maximum number of points possible. Final student course grades will be determined as follows:

A = 100 – 90% of total points


B =   80 – 89% of total points


C =   70 – 79% of total points


D =   60 – 69% of total points


F  =  59% or less of total points 
Disability Accommodations
The Department of Rehabilitation, Social Work, and Addictions is committed to full academic access for all qualified students, including those with disabilities. In keeping with this commitment and in order to facilitate equality of educational access, faculty members in the department will make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with a disability, such as appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment and the teaching, testing, or learning methodologies when doing so does not fundamentally alter the course.

If you have a disability, it is your responsibility to obtain verifying information from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) and to inform me of your need for an accommodation. Requests for accommodation must be given to me no later than the first week of classes for students registered with the ODA as of the beginning of the current semester.  If you register with the ODA after the first week of classes, your accommodation requests will be considered after this deadline.

Grades assigned before an accommodation is provided will not be changed. Information about how to obtain academic accommodations can be found in UNT Policy 18.1.14, at www.unt.edu/oda, and by visiting the ODA in Room 321 of the University Union. You also may call the ODA at 940.565.4323.

Incompletes
Students are expected to complete the course within the session time frame. A grade of Incomplete will only be given in very compelling special circumstances and with the stipulation that the course requirements be fulfilled by the end of the following semester. According to UNT policy:


An Incomplete Grade ("I") is a non punitive grade given only during the last 

one-fourth of a term/semester and only if a student (1) is passing the course 


and (2) has a justifiable and documented reason, beyond the control of the 

student (such as serious illness or military service), for not completing the 

work on schedule. The student must arrange with the instructor to finish the 

course at a later date by completing specific requirements. These requirements 


must be listed on a Request for Grade of Incomplete form signed by 

the instructor, student, and department chair; and also entered on the grade 

roster by the instructor. (http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/incomplete.htm, p. 1) 
If you fail to complete the course requirements by the end of the current semester, and you have not obtained from me approval for an Incomplete, you will receive a grade of “F”. All graduate students must maintain a 3.0 grade point average to remain an active student in the graduate program. 

Academic Freedom
The academic climate is based on a concept of free and open discussion and exploration of ideas. This freedom to explore carries with it an equally important responsibility to act with integrity in all aspects of this course. 

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to follow appropriate guidelines for academic performance by doing their own work and by crediting material from other authors and sources appropriately. Cheating or misrepresenting work of others as your own will result, at a minimum, in a failing grade for the course. You are encouraged to become familiar with the information posted by the University Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities in the Student Handbook (http://www.unt.edu/student/). The policies regarding student conduct and academic dishonesty posted at this location apply to this class. 
Schedule*
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments

	1
	Semester not yet in session
	
	
	

	2
	Sept 1
	Introduction rehabilitation research and course 
Literature searches, APA writing style

	B&R: 1

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 



	3
	Sept 8
	Program evaluation concepts
Review of research literature articles, writing literature review, APA basic formats

	B&R: 8, 9

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 
Exploring community agencies for program evaluation assignment

	4
	Sept 15
	Scientific inquiry
Ethics

Evidence-based practices

	B&R: 2, 4

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 

Submit NIH protection of participants workshop certificate



	5
	Sept 22
	Research process
	B&R: 2
Y&O: 1

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 


	6
	Sept 29
	Hypothesis development

	B&R: 2
Y&O: 2

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 

	7
	Oct 6
	Research designs

	B&R: 6
Y&O: 3

Handouts


	Weekly Quiz 

	8
	Oct 13
	Research designs; 
Sampling
	B&R:2, 6
Handouts


	Weekly quiz


	9
	Oct 20
	NO CLASS HELD ON CAMPUS
Scales of measurement


	B&R: 3
Y&O: 4,5

Handouts


	Weekly quiz

	10
	Oct 27
	Descriptive statistics; 
Standardized scores


	B&R: 3
Y&O:6

Handouts


	Weekly quiz

	11
	Nov 3
	Reliability;
Validity

	B&R: 3, 5
Handouts


	Weekly quiz

	12
	Nov 10
	Inferential statistics

	B&R: 3
Handouts


	Weekly quiz

	13
	Nov 17
	Inferential statistics

	B&R: 3
Y&O: 8

Handouts


	Weekly quiz


	14
	Nov 24
	Developing survey items; 
Factor analyses

	Handouts


	Present group program evaluation proposals

	15
	Dec 1
	No class held on campus


Qualitative designs

	B&R: 7
Handouts


	Submit literature review

	16
	Dec 8
	Tying it all together

	B&R: 10
	Complete SETE evaluations
Extra credit opportunity

	Finals
	Dec 16
	Final exam (in-class)

	
	


*Revisions to the syllabus and schedule may occur. Any changes will be clearly communicated. 
