
American Sign Language III (SPHS 2040)

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

University of North Texas

Fall 2010
Instructor: Dori Reeves
Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 152

Class Time: T/TH 3:30-4:50
Office Hours:  T/TH 1:00 to 1:45

E-mail:  dreeves@unt.edu 
Telephone: 565-2811

Course Outline

1. Vocabulary Review





2. Lesson 17: Suggestions and Advice

3. Lesson 18: Attitudes and Opinions

4. Lesson 19: Recreational Activities

5. Lesson 20: Travel-Places and Experiences

6. Lesson 21: Occupations and Professions

7. Lesson 22: The Body, Health, and Emergencies

8. Lesson 23: Current Events

9. Lesson 24: How Things Are Done

Course Purpose:  

The course advances coursework from SPHS 1050.  American Sign Language III is an intermediate ASL course.  It progresses from common, concrete communicative events and interactions to language usage expressing abstract ideas.  This course integrates and refines expressive and receptive skills.  These skills include recognition of socio-linguistic variation and fluency in conversation.  Emphasis is on the comprehension and production of increasingly complex linguistic structure focusing on student directed dialogues.

Course Format:


The course includes lectures, videotape, handouts, guest speakers in class group exercises, student presentations and demonstrations.  

Required Text:

Videotext & Workbook:

Humphries, T. and Padden, C. (2004) Learning American Sign Language 

(Levels 1 and 2) (2nd edition).



Deaf Peddler by Dennis S. Buck (also available through Gallaudet University Press)

Reference Text:


The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language, Clayton Valli, Editor and Chief
ISBN 1-56368-282-6

Course Requirements:

Students will be responsible for information presented in the assigned textbook, required reading, lectures, handouts and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.  

There will be a midterm and a final exam in this course.  The midterm will cover the first half of the semester including any information presented in class.  The final will be a comprehensive receptive test.  There will be a short test over the required reading.  We will have four pop quizzes given randomly during the semester.  All of the tests will be receptive.  Attendance will be graded, as well as class participation. You will be required to do ten hours of activities related to the deaf.  There are several events during the semester that you can take advantage of ( Zera’s Coffee Shop, Starbucks, Jupiter House, Silent Dinners, Deaf Church,  etc).  Please bring your workbooks to class as we will be doing them as a group. More information regarding your student project is listed below.

The above requirements will be calculated as follows:

· Midterm…………………………………..100 points

· Final………………………………………200 points

· Student video project……..………………100 points

· 4 pop quizzes……………………………..100 points (25 points /quiz)

· Homework/Class activities……………….100 points

· Deaf activity hours………………………..200 points

· Book Test………………………………....100 points

· Attendance………………………………..100 points

The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:  900-1000 points

B:  800-899   points

C:  700-799   points

D:  600-699   points

F:   0-599       points

Student Signing Project:

Each student will be asked to videotape themselves signing a movie review.  You may select any movie of your choice.  This review will test your expressive signing abilities. I would like you to sign for at least two minutes and no more than five minutes.  I will be testing you on your fingerspelling clarity, use of ASL structure, knowledge of vocabulary, expression and the content of your review.  I ask that you hand in a written copy of your review with your videotape.  If you do not have a video camera, let me know and I will make arrangements for you to use the department camera.  You also have the option of using your computer, YouTube, or any other digital recording, however, it must be clear!  Please record using either Windows Media or Real Player.  If your hands are off the screen or it is blurry, you will have points deducted. You also have the option of signing it in front of me at a scheduled time. The following criterion is required:

· Name of movie

· A summary of the movie

· Your reaction to the movie

· A recommendation 

Examinations:


Examinations must be taken at the assigned time.  No makeup exams will be given.  Exceptions will only be given for extreme emergencies and documentation will be required.  Students who miss examinations will be given a zero.  Exam dates are on the course calendar. If you are unable to take the final exam on the date it is given, you will be given an “I” and will take the test at a later date.
Absence Policy:  

Plan to attend every class.  Given the type of material, there is no practical method for passing the course without consistent attendance.  Participation is linked to class attendance and your percentage will be based on the amount of classes you attend.  Unless I have written documentation for your absence, you will be marked absent for the days you miss. You will be allowed two excused absences during the semester.  If your work schedule conflicts with class, you will only have two excused absences.
Classroom Policy:

Please make sure that your cell phone doesn’t ring during class. If your cell phone rings, I will deduct 2 points each time it happens.  I will not tolerate texting.  Make sure your phone is on silent, not vibrate.  I will be signing a lot during the semester.  I will also not tolerate talking during class, as it is disruptive to the other students and it is disrespectful.  If you are disruptive, you will be asked to leave.

Disability Accommodation:  

The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA.

Dates to Remember:

Midterm…………………. October 12th (Tuesday)

Book test………………… September 30th     (Thursday)

Signing Project………….. November 23rd   (Tuesday)

Final Exam………………. December 16th  (Thursday)

