American Sign Language II (SPHS 1050)

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

University of North Texas

Spring 2011
Instructor: Dori Reeves                            Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 152
Class Time:  TTH 11:00am-12:20 pm
Office Hours: TTH  12:30 pm-1:45 pm

Telephone:  565-2811
              
Email: dreeves@unt.edu 

Course Outline

1. Unit 9   More Descriptions

2. Unit 10 At Home and Daily Living

3. Unit 11 Food and Food Shopping


4. Unit 12 Offering and Declining

5. Unit 13 More Ways to Express Yourself

6. Unit 14 Experiences and Current Activity

7. Unit 15 Future Plans and Obligations

8. Unit 16  Directions and Instructions

9. Cumulative Review Units 9-16

Course Purpose:  

American Sign Language II is a continuance of American Sign Language I.  A natural language approach is utilized to enhance spontaneity and autonomy in using ASL. The course provides maximum opportunity for self-expression in the language.  Expanded vocabulary and grammar components are incorporated to use the language for communication within and outside the classroom inside the range of vocabulary, syntax and syntax and skills contained in the course.  The course primarily will be conducted in American Sign Language with and without voice.

Required Text:


Videotext & Workbook: 

Learning American Sign Language, Levels 1 and 2 (2nd Edition)
Humphries, T. and Padden, C. (2004).

Required Reading:
For Hearing People Only,  (3rd edition) Moore, Matthew, Levitan, Linda (2003): ISBN: 0-9634016-3-7, Publisher, Deaf Life Press, Rochester, NY.

Course Requirements:

Students will be responsible for all information in the assigned textbook, required reading, lectures, handouts and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.  There will be no cell phones or computers permitted during class time.  If your phone rings during class, you will be deducted 2 points for each violation.  We will have silent days and silent activities in which you will be required to sign.
There will be a midterm and a final exam in this course.  The midterm will cover the first half of the semester including any information presented in class.  The final will be a comprehensive receptive test.  There will be four short tests over the required reading.  We will also have four pop quizzes during the semester.  Do to the nature of this course, attendance is required and is part of your grade.  
This semester you will be required to do a total of ten hours of participation in Deaf activities outside of class.  Five of your hours will be at Zera’s Coffee House for Sign Coffee Chat.  These five hours will be 10% of your grade (or 100 points). The other five hours may include attending the Deaf Church, Starbucks Coffee Chat, guest speakers, silent dinners, etc.  These hours will be  5% or your grade (or 50 points).There is a Deaf Activity Log form that is on Blackboard. You will need to bring this form with you to any Deaf activity you attend, as it requires a signature. If it is not signed at the activity or the next class period, you will not get credit for the hours. Please bring your workbooks to class as we will be doing them as a group.  More information regarding your student video project is listed below.

The above requirements will be calculated as follows:

· Midterm……………………….…..100 points

· 4 pop quizzes……………………...200 points (50 points each)

· 4 book quizzes…………………….100 points (25 points each)

· Student Video project…………….100 points

· Attendance……….………………..100 points

· Class activities…..……………….…50 points
· Deaf Activities……………………..150 points
· Final Exam………………………...200 points

The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:   900-1000 points

B:   800-899   points

C:   700-799   points

D:   600-699   points

F:    0-599      points

Student signing project:

Each student will be asked to videotape themselves signing a restaurant review.  This project will test your expressive signing abilities.  I will be testing you on your fingerspelling, use of ASL, vocabulary knowledge and sign clarity.  I ask that you hand in a written copy of your script with your videotape.  If you would like to sign your restaurant review in front of me, you may do so. If you need a camera, I can make arrangements for you to use the department one in my office.  You may upload your videos on You Tube, DVD’s or CD’s.  I will not accept any cameras.  If your project is late, I will deduct 10 points for each day it is late. For your restaurant review, I want you to include the following information:

· Name of restaurant

· Location of restaurant

· Type of food they serve

· Who you went with (I don’t need particulars)

· How long you had to wait to be seated

· What you ate

· Quality of food

· Quality of service

· Why or why not would you recommend this establishment

Examinations:


Examinations must be taken at the assigned time.  No makeup exams will be given.  Exceptions will only be made for extreme emergencies and documentation will be required.  Students who miss examinations will be given a zero unless it is an excused absence.  Exam dates are listed below.  If you are unable to take the final exam at the exam time, you will be given an incomplete (I) and will be asked to take it at a later date.
Absence Policy:  

Plan to attend every class.  Given the type of material, there is no practical method for passing the course without consistent attendance.  You will be allowed two excused absences during the semester with the appropriate documentation.  If you are late for class, you must enter quietly and sit in the back of the room.  I will not tolerate grand entrances.  If you are late to class and miss a pop quiz, you will not be permitted to make it up.   You are responsible for getting any information that you miss in class due to tardiness or being absent. 
Dates to remember:

Midterm……………………March 10 (Thursday)

Book Tests…………………February 1 (Tuesday)




       February 24 (Thursday)



       March 24 (Thursday)




       April 19 (Tuesday)

Signing Project…………....April 28 (Thursday)

Final Exam………………...May 10 (Thursday) 10:30-12:30

Disability Accommodation:  

The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA. 

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonestly will be handled in accordance with the University policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations. You will find the policy and procedures at http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm.

Student Behavior in the Classroom:

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr
