American Sign Language IV (SPHS 2050)

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

University of North Texas

Spring 2011
Instructor: Dori Reeves
Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 152
Class Time: T-TH 2:00-3:20
Office Hours: T-TH 1:00 to 1:45

E-mail: dreeves@UNT.edu
Telephone: 565-2811
Course Outline

1. Lesson 13: Locating Things Around the House 

2. Lesson 14: Complaining, Making Suggestions and Requests

3. Lesson 15: Exchanging Personal Information: Life Events

4. Lesson 16: Describing and Identifying Things

5. Lesson 17: Talking About the Weekend

6. Storytelling

7. Artistic Interpreting

8. Idioms
Course Purpose:  

The class advances the coursework from SPHS 2040.  The goal is to prepare students to utilize ASL in basic conversations over a limited subject range.  Students will be able to comprehend the manual alphabet when produced at a moderate rate of speed.  Students will be able to determine the appropriate translation of various English idiomatic expressions into ASL.   The course will cover a basic formal overview of ASL linguistics.  The student will be responsible to discuss cultural issues within the Deaf Community
Required Text:


Videotext & Workbook

Smith, C., Lentz, E.M., & Mikos, K. (1988) Vista American Sign Language series: Signing Naturally (Level II). San Diego, CA, DawnSign Press.



Course Requirements:

Students will be responsible for all information in the assigned textbook, required reading, lectures, handouts and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.  We will have silent days, silent activities and will be required to sign in class.
There will be a midterm and a final exam in this course.  The midterm will cover the first half of the semester including any information presented in class.  The final will be a comprehensive receptive test.  We will also have three pop quizzes during the semester.  Do to the nature of this course, attendance is required and is part of your grade.  This semester you will be required to do a total of ten hours of participation in Deaf activities outside of class.  Five of your hours will be at Zera’s Coffee House for Sign Coffee Chat or the Sign Coffee Chat on campus.  These five hours will be 10% of your grade (or 100 points). The other five hours may include attending the Deaf Church, Starbucks Coffee Chat, guest speakers, silent dinners, etc.  These hours will be 5% or your grade (or 50 points).There is a Deaf Activity Log form that is on Blackboard. You will need to bring this form with you to any Deaf activity you attend, as it requires a signature. If it is not signed at the activity or the next class period, you will not get credit for the hours. Please bring your workbooks to class as we will be doing them as a group.  More information regarding your student video project is listed below.

Student Signing Projects:
There will two class projects this semester.  The first assignment will be signing a children’s story.  This project will test your expressive signing abilities. You will select a children’s story (i.e., Goldilocks, Snow White, Three Little Pigs, etc.). All selections will be approved by me.  The stories must be challenging and at least three to five minutes.  I will be testing you on your fingerspelling, use of ASL, knowledge of vocabulary, facial expressions and sign clarity.  I want you to submit a script when you turn in your project.
The second project will be signing a song.  You can select any song as long as it is approved by me.  You will be graded on your expressive skills and similar criteria as the story project.  

These video tapes will be viewed by me only.  If you do not have a video camera, let me know and I will make arrangements for you to use the department camera. You may videotape yourself using YouTube, a DVD, CD.
The above requirements will be calculated as follows:

· Midterm………………………….100 points

· Video project #1..………………..100 points

· Video project #2…………………100 points
· Deaf Activities……………………150 points 
· 3 pop quizzes……………………..150 points (50 each)

· Class activities……………………100 points

· Attendance………………………..100 points

· Final Exam……………………….200 points

The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:   900-1000 points




B:   800-899 points

C:   700-799 points

D:   600-699 points

F:    0-599     points
Examinations:


Examinations must be taken at the assigned time.  No makeup exams will be given.  Exceptions will only be given for extreme emergencies and documentation will be required.  Students who miss examinations will be given a zero.  Exam dates are listed on the course calendar.

Absence Policy:  

Plan to attend every class.  Given the type of material, there is no practical method for passing the course without consistent attendance. You will be allowed two excused absences during the semester with the appropriate documentation. If you miss information due to your tardiness or absence, you are responsible for getting the information.

Class policy:

There will be no cell phones or computers permitted during class time.  If your phone rings during class, you will be deducted 2 points for each violation.  If there is an emergency call you are expecting, please notify me prior to class. 

Dates to remember:

Midterm……………………March 10 (Thursday)

Sign Project#1……………..March 3 (Thursday)




Signing Project #2………...April 19(Tuesday)

Final Exam………………...May 10 (1:30-3:30)
Disability Accommodation:  

The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA. 

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonestly will be handled in accordance with the University policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations. You will find the policy and procedures at http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm.

Student Behavior in the Classroom:

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr
