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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines the societal responses to people and organizations that violate criminal codes; discusses the history, development, organization and philosophy of the justice process; and analyzes the complex inter-relationships between the major components of the criminal justice system (police, courts, and corrections)

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Through this course, students should be able:

1) To understand the major foundations of crime and justice including the nature of law, behavioral aspects of crime, and measurement of crime;

2) To understand the major components of the criminal justice system including the police, courts, and corrections;

3) To use and critique alternative explanatory systems or theories;

4) To develop and communicate alternative explanations or solutions for crime;

5) To examine criminal justice institutions and processes across a range of historical periods, social structures and cultures;

6) To analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural and global forces on criminal justice.

7) To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse cultures.

8) To employ the appropriate methods, technologies, and data that social scientists use to investigate criminals and the criminal justice system.

REQUIRED READINGS: Bohm, Robert M. and Keith N. Haley.  2012.  Introduction to Criminal Justice, Seventh Edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Final course grades will be based on performance on the following activities in the following proportions: 

Exams – 50% of final grade (4 exams at 12.5% each)

Quizzes – 20% of final grade (10 quizzes at 2% each)
Blackboard Discussion Groups – 20% of final grade (4 discussion groups at 5% each)

Connect CJ Exercises – 10% of final grade
Extra credit is not available in this course.
GRADING SCALE:

A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = 0-59

EXAMINATIONS:  Each exam may consist of multiple choice, definitional, descriptive, listing, matching, and/or short essay questions.  Examinations are taken in our classroom.  There will be no make-up exams. 
BLACKBOARD QUIZZES:  Quizzes are completed on Blackboard and are due on the date specified on the Course Schedule below.  You are allowed to use your book and notes during each quiz.  You are required to complete the quizzes without assistance from others.  Obtaining assistance from others on the quizzes is cheating and will be treated as such.  There are 12 quizzes in this course.  I will count your highest 10 quiz grades in calculating your final grade in the class.
BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION GROUPS:  Students are required to participate in Blackboard Discussion Groups during each of the four sections of this course.  The topic of discussion and instructions will be distributed in class and posted on Blackboard.  Guidelines and expectations for participation in the discussion groups as well as the grading process will be covered in class.  
CONNECT CJ EXERCISES: We are pilot testing a newly developed online learning management system for McGraw-Hill.  Instead of using the Bohm and Haley book for Chapter 6, we will use materials from the McGraw-Hill online learning management system. The procedures, guidelines, and expectations for participation in the Connect CJ exercises will be distributed and discussed in class and posted on Blackboard.  

ATTENDANCE:  No specific records will be kept regarding student attendance.  Attendance, however, will strongly affect course grades because 1) at least 80% of each exam will be drawn from lectures and/or powerpoint slides, 2) lectures will elaborate on and review text materials, and 3) each student will be responsible for the content of all lectures, as well as for any announcements, schedule changes, etc. that are made in class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  University of North Texas rules regarding plagiarism and cheating will be strictly enforced.

ADA STATEMENT:  The Department of Criminal Justice does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s disability, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Attempts will be made to meet all certified disability requirements.  Please contact me if you have a disability and need accommodations.

Class Evaluation:  The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
The following reflects the schedule for required readings.  Dates for examinations are also included.  Additional readings may be handed out during class.

Class

Topic






Reading
1/17

Course Introduction
1/19

Crime and Justice in the US



Chapter 1

1/24

Crime and Its Consequences



Chapter 2

1/26 

Quizzes – Chapters 1 & 2 (Due by 11:30PM today)
1/31

Crime and Its Consequences (cont.)



Chapter 2
2/2

Quiz – Chapter 4 (Due by 11:30PM today)
Blackboard Discussion Group #1 Due



2/7

The Rule of Law





Chapter 4
2/9 

EXAM 1 – CHAPTERS 1, 2, and 4 – THURSDAY FEBRUARY 9 IN CLASS
2/14

History and Structure of American Law Enforcement

Chapter 5

2/16 

Quiz – Chapter 5 (Due by 11:30PM today)
2/21

Policing Operations (ebook - CJ:Realities and Challenges)
Chapter 6

2/23 

CONNECT CJ EXERCISES
2/28

Policing in America: Issues and Ethics


Chapter 7
3/1

Quiz – Chapter 7 (Due by 11:30PM today)
Blackboard Discussion Group #2 Due

3/6

Policing in America: Issues and Ethics (cont.)

Chapter 7

3/8

EXAM 2 – CHAPTERS 5-7 – THURSDAY MARCH 8 IN CLASS
3/13

 The Administration of Justice



Chapter 8
3/15

Quizzes – Chapters 8 & 9 (Due by 11:30PM today)
3/20 & 3/22
Spring Vacation

3/27

Sentencing, Appeals, and the Death Penalty


Chapter 9

3/29

Quiz – Chapter 10 (Due by 11:30PM today)
4/3

Institutional Corrections 




Chapter 10
Blackboard Discussion Group #3 Due
4/5

EXAM 3 – CHAPTERS 8-10 – THURSDAY APRIL 5 IN CLASS
4/10

Prison Life, Inmate Rights, Release, and Recidivism

Chapter 11
4/12

Quiz – Chapter 11 (Due by 11:30PM today)
4/17

Community Corrections




Chapter 12
4/19

Quiz – Chapter 12 (Due by 11:30PM today)
4/24

Juvenile Justice





Chapter 13

4/26

Quizzes – Chapters 13 & 14 (Due by 11:30PM today)
Blackboard Discussion Group #4 Due
5/1

The Future of Criminal Justice



Chapter 14
5/3

Review for Exam 4
5/10

EXAM 4 – CHAPTERS 11-14 – THURSDAY MAY 10    10:30AM-12:30PM IN CLASS
