SYLLABUS

CJUS 2100.900 and 950
CRIME AND JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES

Fall 2013
Dr. Eric J. Fritsch







Graduate Assistant: Mike Huskey
Office: 265 Chilton Hall 






E-mail: michaelhuskey@unt.edu
Office Hours: Mondays 9:00AM-12:00PM and by appointment


Phone: 940-565-4954

E-mail: fritsch@unt.edu

COURSE ACCESS/CONTACT INFORMATION:  To access the course, login at learn.unt.edu
For questions regarding this course please contact Mike Huskey at the email above.  He will handle all routine matters regarding this course.  If Mr. Huskey believes that Dr. Fritsch needs to consider the matter, he will forward the message to him for consideration.  If the issue is about Blackboard, contact the Help Desk at (940) 565-2324.  If the issue is about the Connect software, contact McGraw-Hill Tech Support at 800-331-5094.  FAQ’s and other information may also be found at:  www.mcgrawhillconnect.com/support.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines the societal responses to people and organizations that violate criminal codes; discusses the history, development, organization and philosophy of the justice process; and analyzes the complex inter-relationships between the major components of the criminal justice system (police, courts, and corrections)

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Through this course, students should be able:

1) To understand the major foundations of crime and justice including the nature of law, behavioral aspects of crime, and measurement of crime;

2) To understand the major components of the criminal justice system including the police, courts, and corrections;

3) To use and critique alternative explanatory systems or theories;

4) To develop and communicate alternative explanations or solutions for crime;

5) To examine criminal justice institutions and processes across a range of historical periods, social structures and cultures;

6) To analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural and global forces on criminal justice.

7) To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse cultures.

8) To employ the appropriate methods, technologies, and data that social scientists use to investigate criminals and the criminal justice system.

REQUIRED READINGS: Masters, Ruth E., et al.  2013.  CJ Realities and Challenges, Second Edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Final course grades will be based on performance on the following activities in the following proportions: 

Chapter Assignments (16 assignments at 4% each)


64%
LearnSmart Study Module Exercises (16 assignments at 1.5% each)
24%
You Make the Call – Discretion Exercises (3 exercises at 4% each) 
12%








100%
GRADING SCALE:

A = 89.5-100, B = 79.5-89.49, C = 69.5-79.49, D = 59.5-69.49, F = 0-59.49.  Extra credit is not available in this course.  I will round your final grade as reflected in the grading scale, but I will not raise your grade under any circumstances, so do not ask for a higher grade. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND EXERCISES:  You are allowed to use your book during all assignments and exercises.  You are required to complete the assignments and exercises without assistance from others.  Obtaining assistance from others on the assignments or exercises is cheating and will be treated as such.  All assignments are due by Friday, December 6, 2013 at 10:00 pm.  No extensions will be granted under any circumstances, nor will assignments be opened early.
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  University of North Texas rules regarding plagiarism and cheating will be strictly enforced. 
ADA STATEMENT:  The Department of Criminal Justice does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s disability, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Attempts will be made to meet all certified disability requirements.  Please contact me if you have a disability and need accommodations.

Class Evaluation:  The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
The following reflects the schedule for required readings, assignments, and exercises. 
Week


Topic





Reading
1


What Is the Criminal Justice System?

Chapter 1
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Sept. 1 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
2


Types of Crime




Chapter 2
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Sept. 8 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
3


Causes of Crime




Chapter 3
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Sept. 15 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
4


Criminal Law and Defenses


Chapter 4
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Sept. 22 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
5


Overview of Policing



Chapter 5



Policing Operations



Chapter 6
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Sept. 29 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
6


Legal and Special Issues in Policing

Chapter 7
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Oct. 6 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
7


The Courts




Chapter 8




Pretrial and Trial



Chapter 9
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Oct. 13 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
8


Sentencing




Chapter 10
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Oct. 20 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
9


Overview of Corrections



Chapter 11
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Oct. 27 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
10


Jails and Prisons



Chapter 12
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Nov. 3 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
11


Community Corrections



Chapter 13
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Nov. 10 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
12 


Understanding and Helping Victims

Chapter 14
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Nov. 17 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.
13


Juvenile Justice




Chapter 15
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Nov. 24 and are due no later than 10PM Friday December 6.

14


Contemporary Challenges in Criminal Justice
Chapter 16
Assignments available at 8AM Sunday Dec. 1 and are due no later than 10 PM Friday December 6.

