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University of North Texas







Fall 2017
MRTS 4540/5435:
Lesbian, Gay, and Queer Film & Video
RTVF 184, Wednesdays 5 – 8:50 p.m.
Professor: Dr. Harry M. Benshoff, RTVF 234, benshoff@unt.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 3:30-5 pm
TA: Allyson Brown
www.turnitin.com : class ID # is 16012408; class enrollment key is “MRTS4540”
Course Description:  This course is designed to be an overview of sexual diversity in American film and video, and an exploration of how “queerness” is figured within the mass media.  To that end, it employs a variety of written texts on queer theory and media culture.  The course first explores the baseline of historical Hollywood heterosexism and the formal representational tropes used to signify homosexuality within the classical era.  Queer authorship, reading practices, and the queerness inherent in mainstream genres will be explored.  The work of lesbian and gay filmmakers working in avant-garde and underground venues will also be discussed, and the course will conclude with several weeks devoted to recent independent queer film and video, especially a consideration of the so-called New Queer Cinema movement.  Finally, what does the future hold for the mainstreaming of lesbian, gay, and queer media?  How are new distribution platforms and the changing structure(s) of the media industries shaping queer representations, and how do they impact on the “real life” status of queer Americans?
Course Goals:  Students completing this course will:
· Gain a scientific and cultural understanding of the diversity of human sexualities
· Explore how cultural artifacts like film and TV impact on that understanding

· Understand the history of film and TV in relation to human sexuality

Students who are unwilling to explore issues of race, class, gender, and sexuality within an educational framework should consider enrolling in another class….Any form of academic dishonesty will result in an F for the course and possible further sanctions at the university level….Use of electronic equipment during lectures is only permitted for note-taking purposes.
Required Reading:


QIH:  
Benshoff and Griffin, Queer Images: A History of Gay and Lesbian Film in America 

(Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2006)

QCR: 
Benshoff and Griffin, eds., Queer Cinema: The Film Reader (Routledge, 2004)

NQC:  Aaron, ed., New Queer Cinema: A Critical Reader (Edinburgh University Press, 2004).
Required Work:


Attendance and Participation in Class & Discussions   

(10%)

In-Class Midterm Exam





(30%)

In-Class Final Exam






(30%)

One Longer Term Paper (or screening quizzes)


(30%)

Examinations will be based on lectures, readings, screenings, and class discussions.  The midterm exam will cover all material through the first half of the course.  The final examination will cover all material taught after the midterm until the end of class (i.e. the final is not cumulative).   

Attendance is mandatory, but everyone gets one free absence.  Excused absences are possible when the circumstances are legitimate—talk to me.  Each absence after your free one will result in the loss of 1 percentage point from your final grade.  For example, missing 6 classes will cause you to lose 5 percentage points, or half a letter grade.

Your Final Grade will thus be based upon two in-class examinations, one written assignment (or screening quizzes), attendance, and participation.  You must complete each of these components in order to pass the class.  

Students expecting to do well in this class should read all the assigned materials, attend class, and take notes.  You do not need to notify me if you miss class, but it is up to you to get the lecture notes from another student, and/or view the assigned film(s), most of which will be available at the Chilton Media Center within a day or so after the class meeting.  
Standard UNT Disclaimers:
ODA Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Acceptable Student Behavior:  Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault:  UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0.  Renee LeClaire McNamara is UNT’s Student Advocate and she can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648.
 
Policy on Student Attendance and Religious Holidays: If you plan to miss class due to observance of a religious holiday, notify me in writing by the next class day.
Breakdown by Weeks and Class Meetings:

1
(8/30)
Introduction to the Course: Terms, Concepts, and Historical Overview

Reading:  
QIH: “Introduction.” QCR:  “Introduction.”   
Screening: 
The Celluloid Closet (1996, Epstein & Friedman, 104 m.) 


2
(9/6)
Classical Hollywood Cinema: Queer Characters and Queer Authors



Reading:  
QIH:  Chapters 1, 2.  QCR:  Chapter 1.

Screening: 
Sylvia Scarlett (1935, dir. George Cukor, 95 min.)
3
(9/13)
Classical Hollywood Cinema: Queer Reception, Camp, and Film Genre

Reading: 
QIH:  Chapter 3.  QCR:  Chapters 6, 9, 10.


Screening:
Cobra Woman (1944, dir. Robert Siodmak, 70 min.)
4      
(9/20)
Exploitation, Physique, and Underground Cinemas



Reading:  
QIH:  Chapters 4.  QCR:  Chapters 2, 12.



Screening: 
Glen or Glenda (1952, dir. Ed Wood, 68 min.)





Shoot it, Buddy! (circa 1960, 7 min.)





Christmas, U.S.A. (1949, dir. Gregory J. Markopoulos, 13 min.) 
5
(9/27)
Hollywood and The Sexual Revolution



Reading:
QIH:  Chapters 5, 6.



Screening:  
The Boys in the Band (1970, dir. William Friedkin, 119 min.)

6
(10/4)
Gay Liberation Filmmaking


Reading:  
QIH:  Chapter 7.  QCR: Chapter 3.



Screening:  
Word is Out (1977, dir. Mariposa Film Group, excerpt)





Women I Love (1976, dir. Barbara Hammer, 27 min.)

7   
(10/11)
Midterm Examination


Screening: 
Desert Hearts (1985, dir. Donna Deitch, 96 min.)
8
(10/18) 
The Eighties: AIDS, Activism, Film and Video


Reading:  
QIH: Chapters 8, 9.  NQC: Chapter 3

Screening:
Stop the Church (1991, dir. Robert Hilferty, 23 min.)





Fast Trip, Long Drop (1993, d. Gregg Bordowitz, 54 min.)
 

9
(10/25)
New Queer Cinema, Part One

Reading:  
QIH: Chapter 10. NQC: Chapters 1, 2, 4.


Screening: 
Velvet Goldmine (1998, dir. Todd Haynes, 118 min.)

10
(11/1)
New Queer Cinema, Part Two









Reading:  
NQC:  Chapters 8, 9, 10.  



Screening: 
Watermelon Woman (1995, d. Cheryl Dunye, 85 m.)

11    
(11/8)
The “Gay Nineties” and TV







Reading: 
QIH: Chapter 11.  QCR: Chapter 13.  NQC: Chapter 11.

Screening:  
Ellen: “The Puppy Episode” (1997)
12    (11/15)
New Queer Cinema Goes to the Oscars?





Reading:
QIH:  Chapter 12.  NQC: Chapter 13.

Screening:
Boys Don’t Cry (1999, dir. Kimberly Peirce, 118 min.)



13    (11/22)
THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS
14    (11/29)
Queer “Independent” Cinema(s) Today?




Reading:   
TBA.  NQC: Chapter 14.
Screening:  
Tangerine (2015, dir. Sean Baker, 88 min.)
OR Moonlight  (2016, dir. Barry Jenkins, 111 min.)
15     (12/6)
Graduate Student Presentations—All Papers Due!!
16     (12/13)
Final Exam  
5-7 pm
