
MUJS 5780 Syllabus
JohnMurphy

Fall 2016

Meeting time and place: 10-10:50 MWF inMusic 287

1 Instructor

JohnMurphy, Ph.D. Office: 266 Email: john.murphy@unt.edu Office hours and how to find me: I am at work 8-5 most
days. If you need to make an appointment, send several times you canmeet by email (remember to use UNT email)
and I will reply to confirm.

2 Epigraph

“When students learn that engineering is about making things and taking them apart, they see it’s a creative subject.”
–James Dyson
When students learn that musical analysis is about listening deeply to music and taking it apart, they see that it’s

a creative subject that helps themwhen they create their ownmusic. –this class

3 Catalog description

The stylistic elements of the various eras of jazz history; theoretical analysis of significantmusical qualities of influential
musicians of the different periods of jazz.

4 Who may take this class

If you are taking this as part of a related field for a master’s or doctoral degree, please see me on or before the first
day of class to tell me about your background in jazz. Youmust pass a performance audition to do a related field in
jazz studies. Even if you are doing this as an elective, not as part of a related field, and therefore are not required to
pass a performance audition, youmust demonstrate adequate preparation.

5 Learning goals

1. understand how analysis differs from the sort of theory taught in improvisation classes (such as chord-scale theory)
and from labeling devices in a solo transcription

2. improve your ability to listen to music analytically
3. understand how the analysis of music can serve the needs of jazz performers, scholars, and educators
4. understand the interdisciplinary nature of musical analysis
5. make accurate transcriptions of recordedmusical performances
6. understand significant publications in the literature on jazz analysis
7. write clear analytical prose to accompany your transcriptions and analyses
8. present your work in documents that meet professional standards

6 Calendar

• Unit 1 25% Current state of jazz analysis. Review of analysis and aural skills, with practical applications, weeks 1-4
Study two articles that illustrate how jazz analysis has progressed to learn what skills an author needs to do jazz
analysis well (Schuller 1958, Givan 2014). Review of jazz analysis and aural skills with emphasis on their application
in musical situations. Graded work: in-class tests and assignments done outside of class.

• Unit 2 25%Understanding jazz styles analytically through a study of the academic literature on jazz analysis, weeks 5-9
A schedule of readings will be provided. Expect one journal article or book or dissertation chapter per class meeting.
Graded work: in-class tests and assignments done outside of class.
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• Unit 3 40% Analysis Project, weeks 10-14
Your analysis project. Musical selection and analytical approachmust be approved before you begin. Topic statement
and sources 5%; class presentation on work in progress 5%; first draft 15%; second draft 5%; newmedia presentation
of your analysis 10%. No in-class tests. Class meetings will focus on topics related to your projects in progress,
including presentations by students.

• Final exam 10%
The final exam covers analytical concepts and publications. We’ll review for it on Monday andWednesday of week
15. The final examwill be given on Saturday, Dec. 10, from 8-10 a.m.

7 Grading scale

The grading scale is A=89.5-100; B=79.5-89.4; C=69.5-79.4; D=59.5-69.4; F=59.4 and below.
The final point total is rounded to one place to determine the final grade. For example: 89.4 is a B; 89.5 is an A.

There is no extra credit. I grade each assignment and total the points at the end. I do not make adjustments after
an assignment has been graded. I do not assign or accept extra credit assignments. Grades of incomplete are only
considered when factors outside of a student’s control, such as serious illness or accident, prevent the student from
completing the work. An incomplete is not an option when the only reason is because a student fell behind in the work.

8 Disabilities

Students with disabilities that affect their work in this class are invited to speak with me privately. If you expect to have
an accommodationmade, youmust give me the accomodation letter from UNT’s Office of Disability Accomodation
before any gradedwork is due. If you are finding it difficult tomeet this deadline, please communicate withme privately.

9 Discussion

An important part of the university experience is formulating an argument, a comment, or a question and putting
it out there for other people to respond to. I expect every student to contribute to the discussion. When a reading
is given as the content of a class meeting, we will all be prepared to discuss the reading at that class. I will plan the
class with the assumption that you have read the assignedmaterial and you are ready to discuss and apply the concepts
in it. I won’t summarize each reading for the benefit of those who didn’t read it before class. I will call on people to
talk about the ideas in the article.

10 Comprehensive exam

Jazz Studiesmajors and related-field students will have questions based on this class at your comprehensive exam. You’ll
be expected to demonstrate your knowledge of jazz analysis and to be able to cite examples of authors, publications,
terminology, and recorded performances that have been analyzed in the publications we study. Youmust keep the
materials from this class that you will need to review for the exam. I will not provide them all again.

11 Attendance policy

Wewill follow theUNTattendancepolicy. Article 7 says this: “Any instructorwho so informs students inwriting about the
necessity of class attendancemay request of the Registrar that a student be dropped from the course with a grade ofWF
upontheaccumulationof the statednumberof absences.” I affirmthenecessityof class attendance. Iwill excuseabsences
for university-sponsored activities and significant professional activities, both of which must be documented and
cleared in advance. By significant I mean something like traveling to another city for an audition. Missing class because
you had a late gig the night before and overslept is not an excused absence. If you have more than three unexcused
absences, I reserve the right to drop you from the class with a grade of WF, which will put you in Academic Probation
status with the Toulouse Graduate School. Excused absences will be given for College of Music activities for which an
excused absence formhas been filed; excused absences for illness or other serious reason, whichmust be documented by
the Dean of Students (deanofstudents.unt.edu). For ordinary illness that does not require medical care, use one of your
three allowed unexcused absences. Other kinds of excused absence request will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

12 Expectations

I expect you to:
• take responsibility for your learning in this class
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• attend every class, arrive on time, and stay the entire time
• contribute to class discussion
• communicate effectively (this includes email. You must use your EagleConnect email to communicate about
UNT-related matters)

• put in the work time outside of class that is necessary for you to reach your maximum potential
• understand and the syllabus policies, especially the attendance policy
• be alert and engaged in class (and let me know if there are things about the class or your life that are making that
difficult)

• let me know if there are any errors in your grade or attendance information
• let me know if there something I can do to help you do your best work
You can expect me to:

• treat every student with respect and the expectation that every student is capable of doing well in this class
• be prepared for class and demonstrate the scholarly methods we are studying
• communicate my interest in this subject and in learning in general
• allow time for questions and discussion in class
• limit discussion if necessary so that we can get things done
• begin and end class on time
• be available outside of class in the office and by email
• have realistic expectations about the workload
• be willing to modify what we do in class in order to help you learn better
• speak with students who are often late
• apply the syllabus policies fairly to all students
13 Academic integrity

Wewill follow UNT’s policy on academic integrity, which establishes consequences for cheating and plagiarism. If
I suspect that academic dishonesty has occurred, I will open a case with the academic integrity office for investigation.
If that office supports the claim of academic dishonesty, possible consequences can include a zero on the assignment
with no chance to resubmit; an F for the course; or temporary or permanent explusion from the degree program. Every
suspected instance will be investigated, and every confirmed instance will be reported.

14 Evaluation

The official UNT evaluation will be done near the end of the class. If you have comments or suggestions for improving
the course, please give them tome any time.

15 Recording class

Youmay record class under the following conditions:
• you ask permission in advance
• it is for your own use only during the semester
• it is never put on the web or shared in any form either during or after the class
16 File naming

Because I accept some assignments electronically, I receive many files from students. When 20 students send files
labeled essay1.docx, I have to spend time renaming the files to include the students’ names. I require that students
use these naming conventions to name the files for your assignments. Before I will grade your electronically-submitted
assignment, the file namemust have these elements, all in lowercase, in this order:
• your last name
• hyphen
• 5780
• one-word description of the assignment
• filetype suffix (examples: .doc, .docx, .odt, .pdf, .txt)
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Example: lastname-5780-unit1essay2.pdf
If the assignment results in more than one file, you must submit all of the files in one zip archive. The zip archive

and each file within it must be named according to this naming convention.
Youmay benefit from using naming conventions for the files on your computer. It makes finding and organizing

files easier. Avoid including spaces in filenames. When you use a file with spaces in the filename on different operating
systems, the space comes out as %20, whichmakes the filename harder to read.

17 If classes are canceled

If UNT classes are canceled, we will communicate electronically and stay on schedule.

18 Required text from the registrar

Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress - Graduates: A studentmustmaintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully
completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed
maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a student does notmaintain
the required standards, the studentmay lose their financial aid eligibility. If at anypoint youconsiderdropping this or any
othercourse,pleasebeadvised that thedecision todosomayhave thepotential toaffectyourcurrentand future financial
aid eligibility. Please visit financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements or more information about
financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor
in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.

19 UNT Ally

I participated inUNTAlly training in order to learnmore about creating an environment for learning inmy classes that is
characterizedbymutual respect. I got a certificate in a frame that’s inmyoffice, but unless youvisitmyoffice andhappen
to see it, youwouldn’t know about it. That’s why I put this note in the syllabus. From theUNTAllywebsite: “Ally Training
educates and trains students, staff and faculty to create a safe zone for GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender) people
at UNT. You don’t have to be GLBT/LGBT to go through training. Ally training is for anyone who’s interested. The goal is
to achieve a culturewhere any person can study and/orwork in an environment free of discrimination andharassment.”
I am also an ally of students who are living with depression or other psychological conditions and students on the

autism spectrum. Many different kinds of minds have value. We learn better as a group when we are aware of the
different ways we perceive and think about music.

20 Changes

All course policies and the calendar are subject to change with notice.
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