  BEHV 3000

APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS AND AUTISM I: BASIC TECHNIQUES

CLASS SYLLABUS 

Spring 2014
4 Credit Hours

Instructor: Karen A. Toussaint, Ph.D., BCBA-D



Office: 360F Chilton Hall

E-mail: Karen.toussaint@unt.edu
Phone: 940-369-5371

Office Hours: Wed 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. and by appointment
Course Meeting Information
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30- 10:50 AM

WH, room 319
Course Labs: See description below
ADA Statement

The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with The Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please present your written request to me before the 3rd class meeting.   

Course Objectives

Overall, this course aims to introduce and extend student knowledge of basic issues and teaching techniques involved in the behavioral treatment of children with autism.  Specific objectives include:

1. To describe the behavioral characteristics of children with autism.

2. To describe the science of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and the history of ABA in the treatment of individuals with autism.

3. To describe and discuss evidence-based practice and how it relates to the treatment of children with autism, especially in early childhood.  

4. To describe selected research including both comprehensive and targeted research.  

5. To describe behavior analytic program models and compare/contrast these models to each other as well as to other approaches outside the field.

6. To describe, discuss, and demonstrate competence in implementing varied teaching strategies under simulation conditions.  This includes providing a rationale for utilizing a specific teaching strategy based on the behavioral characteristics and history of a particular child and demonstrating, in role-play, formats and component skills.  

7. To experience and describe an actual behavioral intervention setting that serves young children with autism.

Readings & Instructional Materials

Textbooks:
1. Thompson, T. (2007) Making Sense of Autism. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

2. Maurice, C. (1993). Let Me Hear Your Voice: A Family’s Triumph Over Autism. New York: Fawcett Columbine.  

Additional materials

3. The National Autism Center completed an unprecedented multi-year project — the National Standards Project (2009) — to establish a set of standards for effective, research-validated educational and behavioral interventions for children on the spectrum. These standards identify treatments that effectively target the core symptoms of ASD. 
The resulting National Standards Report is the most comprehensive analysis available to date about treatments for children and adolescents with ASD. It is a single, authoritative source of guidance for parents, caregivers, educators, and service providers as they make informed treatment decisions

http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/pdf/NAC%20Standards%20Report.pdf
4. Various websites, journal articles and chapters provided by the instructor.

Student Activities/Requirements

1 point

Bio sheet (see sample on blackboard)
15 points  
Assignments /Reading Guides (17 assignments, 1 point each, 2 lowest grades dropped)
· The instructor will upload a reading guide to the readings at least one week before the lecture and students will answer the guided reading summaries via blackboard that are due at 9:30 a.m. the day of class.
· The two lowest reading summary grade will be dropped.

20 points  
Review Quizzes (11 quizzes, 2 point each, lowest grade dropped):  
· Quizzes are mostly short-answer questions that will review material from the most recently completed topic(s).
·  For example, Quiz #1 will cover information presented on Topic #1.
· Quizzes will be administered at the start of class. 
· The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.

15 pts. -  Book Review:  To increase students’ awareness and understanding of the specific challenges and joy experienced by individuals with ASD and their families, each student is to prepare a book review of Let Me Hear Your Voice that is no more than 10 pages in APA format which includes the following: 

a.) Description of the characteristics, including physiological, psychological, developmental, behavioral, linguistic, and cultural characteristics as well as family and educational backgrounds of the individual with autism who either writes the story or whom the story is written about (2 pts.)
b.) Explanation of the services and models of intervention the individual with ASD and their family received and how effective these services were perceived (8 pts.)
c.)  Reflection on the most important thing you learned while reading the book which is likely to change your practice for individuals with ASD and their families (5 pts.) 
a. Due: 03/18/2014
20 points
Group Treatment Investigation 
Students will be assigned groups and will select 1 evidence-based or promising intervention or 1 “questionable” intervention. A list of topics is included on blackboard.  Students will be randomly assigned a date and topic. Students will read primary sources, evaluate existing research, and present to the class the research basis and factors related to the adoption or refutation of the treatment.  The presentation should be approximately 30 minutes long. Following each presentation there will be a 10 minute period allocated for the instructor and students to ask questions.  A copy of the PowerPoint slides and a summary must be emailed to the instructor on the day of presentation to receive full credit.  
· Additional information, including a grading rubric, can be found on blackboard.
4 points
Treatment Investigation Feedback Form
At the end of each presentation, students will turn in a completed evaluation form provided by the instructor on each topic presented.  To receive credit students must submit constructive feedback on these forms. These forms will provide feedback to the presenters.
15 points
Final Exam  
The final exam will evaluate students’ understanding of material presented in lectures, movies, demonstrations and readings. Exam items will assess knowledge of terms related to the field, but will heavily assess applications of this knowledge and conceptual understanding.  The exam will consist entirely of multiple-choice and short-answer questions.
10 points 
Course Labs 

Students are required to log 15 hours of applied exposure and experience (see table on the next page).  These hours can be obtained through a combination of activities.

100 

Total Points
Grading Scale:  

A = 100-90

B = 89-80 
C = 79-70

D = 69-60 
F = 59 or below 

Extra Credit
Extra credit is offered throughout the semester. 
Make-up Quizzes:
 If you miss a quiz due to a university-sanctioned event or medical emergency (see policy number 18.5.2.1 for medical excuses), you must produce documentation verifying the excused absence with 48 hours of the missed quiz. 
Class Attendance: Class attendance is expected. If you are not in class, you will not be able to turn in assignments, take notes, or participate in discussions and other experiential aspects of class. Information will be provided in class that cannot be found in the readings. Only one unexcused absence will be accepted. Additional absences will result in a lowering of your grade. If you have to miss a class, you are responsible for getting the information from that class from a fellow student.  As a sign of respect for your fellow students and me, you are expected to arrive at class on time and stay throughout the class. Repeated lateness and/or leaving early will also result in a lower grade. 
If you cannot meet one of these expectations, please discuss with me ahead of time. 

i. Two unexcused absences will result in a full grade reduction (e.g., an ‘A’ becomes a ‘B’)
ii. Three or more absences will result in a two full grade reductions (e.g., an ‘A’ becomes a ‘C’)
	Course Lab Activities


	Points

& Information

	I. Service-Learning Volunteer Lab 

	Behavior intervention programs in the DFW Metroplex, 

A directory of programs will be distributed in class.

	10 points for 15 hours
Must be in a site with BCBA supervision.

Must have site approval.

Must have documentation log with site supervisor signature to receive credit. 

Even if it is your place of employment, the hours must be NON-PAID service hours.


	II. Alternative Activity  - Book Review

	Schreibman, L. (2005). The science & fiction of autism.  Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.

Offit, P. (2008).  Autism’s False Prophets New York: Columbia University Page.
	10 each book 

Obtain from library or purchase.  
Maximum length of 10 pages. APA format. Paper is a summary and critique based on information covered in class. See instructor for more information. 
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Course Schedule and Readings  

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments Due

	Week 1 


	Tues

1-14
	Introduction, Syllabus Review and Course Expectations 


	None
	None

	
	1-16
	Diagnosis, Prevalence, an Characteristics of ASD
	· Thompson. – Chp 1 – Is it Oughtism or Autism? 
	Reading Assignment 1
Turn in BIO

	Week 2


	Tues

1-21
	
	· Thompson Chp 2 – ASD (pp. 15-28)

· Hyman, S. New DSM-5 includes changes to autism criteria (on blackboard)
	Reading Assignment 2


	
	Thursday
1-23
	Autism & Applied Behavior Analysis
	· Baer, Wolf, Risley (1968) Some current dimensions of Applied Behavior Analysis

	Quiz #1

Reading Assignment 3
Turn in approved service learning selection.

	Week 3


	Tuesday
1-28
	
	· Celiberti, Alessandri, Fong, Weiss (1993) – A history of the behavioral treatment of autism

· Novak, Pelaez (2011) – Autism: A Behavioral systems approach pp. 13-22

· *assign group presentations*
	Reading Assignment 4

	
	Thursday
1-30
	Early Intervention, Outcomes, & Brain Function
	· Thompson Chp 3 –Early Intervention 
	Quiz #2

Reading Assignment 5

	Week 4


	Tues 

2-4
	
	· Dawson G, Jones EJ, Merkle K, et al. Early behavioral intervention is associated with normalized brain activity in young children with autism. J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 2012; 51(11):1150-9
	Reading Assignment 6

	
	Thursday

2-6
	EIBI
	No Readings

In class video
	Quiz #3



	Week 5


	Tuesday
2-11
	
	· Sallows, Glen O. & Graupner, Tamlynn D. (2005).   Intensive behavioral treatment for children with autism: Four-year outcome and predictors.

	Reading Assignment 7

	
	Thursday
2-13
	Principles of Early Intervention: 
	· Chp 5 – Principles of Early Intervention
· In class presentation will also include an overview of verbal behavior

	Quiz #4

Reading Assignment 8 


	Week 6


	Tuesday
2-18
	Naturalistic Teaching Strategies
	· Allen K.D, Cowan R.J. Naturalistic teaching procedures. In: Luiselli J.K, Russo D.C, Christian W.P, Wilczynski S.M, editors. Effective practices for children with autism. New York: Oxford University Press; 2008. pp. 213–240
	Reading Assignment 9

	
	Thursday

 2-20
	
	· No class
	

	Week 7


	Tuesday
2-25
	Evidence-based practices
	· Horner, R.H., Carr, E.G., Halle, J. McGee, G., Odom, N., & Wolery, M. (2005). The use of single-subject research to identify evidence-based practice in special education.  Exceptional Children, 71, 165-179.  (on blackboard)
· In-class review of  National Standards Project
	Quiz #5

Reading Assignment 10


	
	Thurs 
2-27
	Unestablished 
interventions
	· Thompson, T. (2007) Chapter 10: Caveat Emptor
· Normand, M. (2008). Science, Skepticism, and Applied Behavior Analysis. 

	Reading Assignment 11

	Week 8


	Tuesday
3-4

	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___Grp 1___: 9:30 

___Grp 2___: 9:50


___Grp 3___: 10:10
___Grp 4___: 10:30

	Quiz #6 is an online quiz!

	
	Thurs 
3-6
	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___ Grp5___: 9:30 

___Grp 6___: 9:50


___Grp 7___: 10:10

___Grp 8___: 10:30

	

	Week 9
	Tues 
March 11th
	
	Spring Break
	

	
	Thursday

March 13th
	
	Spring Break
	

	Week 10
	Tuesday

March 18th

	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___ Grp 9___: 9:30 

___Grp 10___: 9:50


___Grp 11___: 10:10

___Grp 12___: 10:30

	BOOK REPORT DUE

	
	Thurs 
 March 20th
	Family Considerations
	In class discussion of Maurice book 

	Reading Assignment 13

	Week 11
	Tues 
March 25th

	Preference 

Assessments

for special populations
	· Fisher, W., Piazza, C. C., Bowman, L. G., Hagopian,L. P., Owens, J. C., & Slevin, I. (1992). A comparison of two approaches for identifying reinforcers for persons with severe and profound disabilities. 
· In-class activity on preferences
	Quiz #7

Reading Assignment 14

	
	Thurs 
March 27th
	No class
	No class
	No Class

	Week 11
	Tues 
4-1
	Ethical & Individual Considerations
	· Bannerman, D. J., Sheldon, J. B, Sherman, J. A., & Harchik, A. E. (1990). Balancing the right to habilitation with the right to personal liberties: The rights of people with developmental disabilities to eat too many doughnuts and take a nap. 


	Reading Assignment 15

	
	Thurs 
4-3
	Functional and Cognitive Behavioral Strategies
	· Thompson, T. Chp 7 – Functional and Cognitive Behavioral Strategies
	Quiz #8

Reading Assignment 16

	Week 12
	Tues 
4-8
	
	· Reading TBA 
	Reading Assignment 17

	
	Thurs 
4-10
	Presentations
	· Group Presentations

1 & 2
	Quiz #9

	Week 13
	Tues 
4-15
	Presentations
	· Group Presentations

3 & 4
	

	
	Thurs 
4-17
	Presentations
	· Group Presentations

5 & 6
	Quiz #10

	Week 14
	Tues 
4-22
	Presentations
	· Group Presentations

7&8
	Field Experience Forms Due

	
	Thurs 
4-24
	 Presentations

	· Group Presentations
9&10
	

	Week 15
	Tues 
4-29
	Presentations
	· Group Presentations
11&12
	Quiz #11

	
	Thurs
 5-1
Last Class Day
	Final Review In Class

*no readings*
	Final Review In Class

*no readings*

Q&A period only
	Final Review In Class



	Week 16
	Finals
	Finals Week – No Class
	Finals Week – No Class
May 8th at 8:00 a.m.
	Finals Week – No Class
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