   BEHV 3000

APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS AND AUTISM I: BASIC TECHNIQUES

CLASS SYLLABUS 

Fall 2015
4.0 Credit Hours

Instructor: Karen A. Toussaint, Ph.D., BCBA-D



Office: 360F Chilton Hall

E-mail: Karen.toussaint@unt.edu
Phone: 940-369-5371

Office Hours:  Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.; also by appointment
Teaching Assistants:

1. For course-related inquiries: April Linden, AprilMyers@my.unt.edu
2. For lab-related inquiries:  Elizabeth Sansing. ElizabethSansing@my.unt.edu
Course Meeting Information
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30- 10:50 AM

WH 319
Course Labs: See description on page 4

ADA Statement

The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with The Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please present your written request to me before the 3rd class meeting.   

Course Objectives

Overall, this course aims to introduce and extend student knowledge of basic issues and teaching techniques involved in the behavioral treatment of children with autism.  Specific objectives include:

1. To describe the behavioral characteristics of children with autism.

2. To describe the science of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and the history of ABA in the treatment of individuals with autism.

3. To describe and discuss evidence-based practice and how it relates to the treatment of children with autism, especially in early childhood.  

4. To describe selected research including both comprehensive and targeted research.  

5. To describe behavior analytic program models and compare/contrast these models to each other as well as to other approaches outside the field.

6. To describe, discuss, and demonstrate competence in implementing varied teaching strategies under simulation conditions.  This includes providing a rationale for utilizing a specific teaching strategy based on the behavioral characteristics and history of a particular child and demonstrating, in role-play, formats and component skills.  

7. To experience and describe an actual behavioral intervention setting that serves young children with autism.

Readings & Instructional Materials

Required Textbooks:
1. Maurice, C. (1993). Let Me Hear Your Voice: A Family’s Triumph Over Autism. New York: Fawcett Columbine.  

Additional materials

1. Various websites, journal articles and chapters provided by the instructor.

2. National Professional Development Center on ASD (NPDC) and the National Autism Center (NAC). The National Autism Center completed multi-year projects (2009 to establish a set of standards for effective, research-validated educational and behavioral interventions for children on the spectrum. These standards identify treatments that effectively target the core symptoms of ASD. 
The resulting reports are the most comprehensive analysis available to date about treatments for children and adolescents with ASD. 
Student Activities/Requirements

5 point

Service Learning Selection
45 points  
Reading Assignments (10 assignments, 5 points each; lowest grade dropped)

· The instructor will upload a reading guide to the readings at least one week before the lecture.  Students will answer the guided reading summaries via blackboard that are due at 9:30 a.m. the day of class.
60 points  
Quizzes (7 Quizzes, 10 point each; lowest grade dropped):  
· Quizzes are multiple-choice and short-answer questions that will review material from the most recently completed topic(s).
·  For example, Test #1 will cover information presented on Topic #1.
· Quizzes will be administered at the start of class. 
225 points  
Exams (3 Exams, 75 point each; lowest grade dropped):  

· Exams are short-answer questions that will review material from the most recently completed topic. The final exam will only cover material from student presentations. 
50 points 
Book Review:  To increase students’ awareness and understanding of the specific challenges and joy experienced by individuals with ASD and their families, each student is to prepare a book review of Let Me Hear Your Voice that includes the following: (suggested length is approximately 8 pages double-spaced).

DUE 11.10.15
a.) Description of the characteristics, including physiological, psychological, developmental, behavioral, linguistic, and cultural characteristics as well as family and educational backgrounds of the family whom the story is written about (5 pts.)
b.) Explanation of the services and models of intervention the individuals with ASD and their family received and how effective these services were perceived (35 pts.)
c.)  Reflection on the most important thing you learned while reading the book which is likely to change your practice for individuals with ASD and their families (10 pts.) 
100 points
Group Treatment Investigation 
Students will be assigned groups with 1 evidence-based or promising intervention and 1 “questionable” intervention. Students will be randomly assigned a date and a topic. 
Details:

· Students will read primary sources, evaluate existing research, and present to the class the research basis and factors related to the adoption or refutation of the treatment.  
· Each presentation should be approximately 12 minutes long – 30 minutes maximum for both presentations.  
· Following each presentation there will be a 5 minute period allocated for the instructor and students to ask questions. 
· A copy of the PowerPoint slides and a summary must be emailed to the instructor on the day of presentation to receive full credit.  All MEMBERS OF THE GROUP MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE E-MAIL AND THE SUBJECT OF THE EMAIL SHOULD BE YOUR GROUP # + PRESENTATION (e.g. Group 6 Presentation). 

· Additional information, including a grading rubric and detailed guidelines, can be found on blackboard.
50 points: 
Treatment Investigation Preparation


Students must attend their individual meetings with the following information at minimum with the treatment investigation guide (see BB) completed. In addition, students will bring a print-out of the article that will be the focus of the presentation.

45 points 
Service Learning Requirement 

Students enrolled in BEHV 3000 must complete 15 hours of lab work this semester at the Kristin Farmer Autism Center in Denton, TX. Students must complete the required lab hours in order to receive credit for BEHV 3000. All students must complete their lab hours by 11/24/15.
A finite number of lab hours are available throughout the semester; additional timeslots will not be added because students failed to begin their hours early enough in the semester. All questions regarding BEHV 3000 lab hours should be directed to the lab TA at ElizabethSansing@my.unt.edu.
For students completing the alternative assignment, the book summary for Autism’s False Prophets is also due at 11/24/15 at 9:30 a.m.
Total Points =  580
Grading Scale:  

A = 519-580
B = 461-518
C = 403-460
D = 345-402 
F = 344 or below 

Extra Credit
Extra credit will be offered throughout a mixture of activities throughout the semester in the form of:
1. Occasional bonus items on quizzes 

2. Attending instructor-selected BARCs (see announced schedule- generally occur every second and fourth Friday of each month at 2:00 p.m. in ENV 125; time, date or location may change so please wait for instructor announcement)

3. Assigned extra-credit online activities offered throughout semester. 

Re-grades:  If a student believes an error has been made in grading, a written request for reconsideration of the item(s) in question may be submitted within 1 week of receipt of the graded material.  The written request should specify the item(s) in question, and the reason the student believes the answer given was correct, citing relevant sources (e.g., page number from readings on which the answer was based).

Absences:  If a student must be absent for any reason, s/he should arrange to submit the applicable written assignment early, as no assignments turned in after the due date can be accepted.  Students are responsible for making their own arrangements to obtain information from any missed class period. (Note: the option to drop the lowest grade should compensate for any missed assignments).
Class Attendance: Class attendance is expected. If you are not in class, you will not be able to turn in assignments, take notes, or participate in discussions and other experiential aspects of class. Information will be provided in class that cannot be found in the readings. Only one unexcused absence will be accepted. Additional absences will result in a lowering of your grade. If you have to miss a class, you are responsible for getting the information from that class from a fellow student.  As a sign of respect for your fellow students and me, you are expected to arrive at class on time and stay throughout the class. Repeated lateness and/or leaving early (i.e. three times) will also result in a lower grade. 
If you cannot meet one of these expectations, please discuss with me ahead of time. 

i. Two unexcused absences will result in a full grade reduction (e.g., an ‘A’ becomes a ‘B’)
ii. Three or more absences will result in a two full grade reductions (e.g., an ‘A’ becomes a ‘C’)
	Course Lab Activities


	Points

& Information

	I. Service-Learning Volunteer Lab 

	Behavior intervention programs at the Kristin Farmer Autism Center

	See schedule below


	II. Alternative – Book Report -  Activity

	Read: Autism’s False Prophets
	45 points
An approximately ten page paper with a summary and critical review of information.


	
	


	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Task

 Due

	Week 1 


	8.25.15
	Syllabus Review 
	None
	None

	
	8.27.15
	Diagnosis, Prevalence, and Characteristics of ASD
	Thompson. – Chp 1 – Is it Oughtism or Autism? 
	RG1
Identify Service Learning Selection

	Week 2


	9.1.15
	History of Autism Diagnosis and Treatment
	Thompson. – Chp 2 – Autism Spectrum Disorders

Hyman, S. (2013). New DSM-5 includes changes to autism criteria. AAP News  
	Quiz 1

RG2

	
	9.3.15
	
	Continued.
	/

	Week 3


	9.8.15
	Applied Behavior Analysis
	Continued/ 
Baer, D. M., Wolf, M. M., & Risley, T. R. (1968). Some current dimensions of applied behavior analysis. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 1, 191–97.
	Quiz 2

RG3

	
	9.10.15
	
	ABA Continued….
	/

	Week 4


	9.15.15
	The Lovaas Study 
	Lovaas, O. (1987). Behavioral Treatment and Normal Educational and Intellectual Functioning in Young Autistic Children. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 55, 3-9.

	Quiz 3
RG4

	
	9.17.15
	
	In class of video of Lovaas
	/

	Week 5


	9.22.15
	Library Systems
	Ms. Rowe, UNT Librarian, Classroom Visit  - How to navigate the UNT Library Website
	Quiz 4

	
	9.24.15
	EIBI and Predictors of Outcome
	Sallows, G.O. & Graupner, T. D. (2005). Intensive behavioral treatment for children with autism: Four-year outcome and predictors. American Journal on Mental Retardation: November, 110, 417-438.

	RG5

	Week 6


	9.29.15
	
	In Class Review/

Reading Day
	/

	
	10.1.15
	
	Exam I
	Exam I

	Week 7


	10.6.15
	EIBI - Evidence
	Green, G. (1996). EIBI, What does Research tell us? In Behavioral Intervention for Young Children with Autism. (pp. 29-43). Austin, Tx: Pro-ed.
	Quiz 5

RG6

	
	10.8.15
	How to Teach 
	Maurice, Green, Luce (1996). Teaching New Skill to Young Children with Autism. In Behavioral Intervention for Young Children with Autism. (pp. 181-193). Austin, Tx: Pro-ed.
	RG7

	Week 8
	10.13.15


	Naturalistic Teaching
	Fenske, E.C., Krantz, P.J., McClannahan, L.E. (2001). Incidental Teaching Strategies: A Not Discrete Trial Teaching Procedure. In Making  a Difference (pp. 75-82) Austin, Tx: Pro-ed.
	Quiz 6

RG8

	
	10.15.15
	Evaluating 

The evidence

	Green, G. (1996).  Evaluating Claims about Treatments for Autism ? In Behavioral Intervention for Young Children with Autism. (pp. 15-28). Austin, Tx: Pro-ed.
	RG9

	Week 9


	10.20.15


	Single Subject Research – 

	Horner, R.H., Carr, E.G., Halle, J. McGee, G., Odom, N., & Wolery, M. (2005). The use of single-subject research to identify evidence-based practice in special education.  Continuation of Single Subject Design, Exceptional Children, 71, 165-179.  
	Quiz 7

RG10

	
	10.22.15
	Single Subject Research continued

	Continued
· Sample Instructor Presentation


	/

	Week 10
	10.27.15


	
	Exam II
	Exam II

	
	10.29.15
	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___Grp 1___: 9:30 

___Grp 2___: 9:50


___Grp 3___: 10:10

___Grp 4___: 10:30


	Groups meet in 360F Chilton

	Week 11
	11.3.15
	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___ Grp5___: 9:30 

___Grp 6___: 9:50


___Grp 7___: 10:10

___Grp 8___: 10:30



	Groups meet in 360F Chilton

	
	11.5.15
	
	NO LECTURE:  Group Investigation Project Meetings 

___ Grp 9___: 9:30 

___Grp 10___: 9:50


___Grp 11___: 9:50


	Groups meet in 360F Chilton

	Week 12
	11.10.15
	
	In class discussion of 

Let Me Hear Your Voice
	In class discussion

Book report due on LMHYV at 9:30

	
	11.12.15
	Group Presentations

	Group Presentations 1 & 2
	/

	Week 

13
	11.17.15
	Group Presentations
	Group Presentations 3 & 4
	/

	
	11.19.15
	Group Presentations
	Group Presentations 5 & 6
	/

	Week 14
	11.24.15
	Group Presentations
	Group Presentations 7 & 8


	Service Learning Due

	
	11.26.15
	Group Presentations
	Thanksgiving Break


	/

	Week 15
	12.1.15
	Group Presentations 
	Group Presentations 9 & 10 

	/

	
	12.3.15
	Group Presentations
	Group Presentation 11


	/

	Week 16
	Thursday

Dec 10th
	Final Exam Week
	Final Exam is 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
	Final Exam


Lab Experience Schedule for Fall 2015

 
 Section 1 – Observation and Diagnostic Description

	 9/1/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/03/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/09/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/15/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm


 

Section 2 – DTI
	 09/17/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/21/15 (Monday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/23/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	09/29/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/1/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm


  

Section 3 – EMT  
	10/5/15 (Monday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/7/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/13/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/15/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/19/15 (Monday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm


 

Section 4 – Preference & Reinforcers
	 10/21/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/27/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	10/19/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/2/15(Monday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/4/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm


 

Section 5 – TBA
	11/10/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/12/15 (Thursday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/16/15 (Monday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/18/15 (Wednesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm

	11/24/15 (Tuesday)
	12:30pm
	3:30pm
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