SPHS 2050 American Sign Language III
    Syllabus        p.2

American Sign Language III (SPHS 2040)

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

University of North Texas

Instructor: Larry Rogers--Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 213

Office Hours: M-W (1:00-2:00pm)/ T-Th (1:00-1:45pm)
Telephone: (940) 369-7413

Email: Blackboard
Course Outline
1. Unit 17: Suggestions and Advice

2. Unit 18: Attitudes and Opinions 

3. Unit 19: Recreational Activities

4. Unit 20: Travel—Places and Experiences

5. Unit 21: Occupations and Professions

6. Unit 22: The Body, Health, and Emergencies

7. Unit 23: Current Events

8. Unit 24: How Things Are Done

Course Purpose:  


The course advances coursework from SPHS 1050.  American Sign Language III is an intermediate ASL course.  It progresses from common, concrete communicative events and interactions to language usage expressing abstract ideas.  This course integrates and refines expressive and receptive skills.  These skills include recognition of socio-linguistic/phonological variation and fluency in ASL conversation.  Emphasis is on the comprehension and production of increasingly complex linguistic structures focusing on student directed dialogues.

Course Format:



The course includes lectures, videotape, handouts, guest speakers, class group exercises, and student presentations/demonstrations.  

Required Text:



Learning American Sign Language Levels I & II—Beginning & Intermediate (2nd ed.), Tom Humphries, Carol Padden. Pearson Education, Inc. Boston ISBN 0-205-27553-2
Recommended: 


Video/DVD supplement: Learning American Sign Language Levels I & II—Beginning & Intermediate (2nd ed.), Tom Humphries, Carol Paden, Pearson Education, Inc. Boston
Reference Text: (optional)
A Basic Course in American Sign Language, Humphries, Padden, O’Rourke, 1994, T.J. Publishers, Silver Spring, MD

Required Collateral Reading:


The Other Side of Silence: Sign language and the Deaf community in American. Neisser, Arden. (1983) Gallaudet University Press, Washington, D.C.

Course Requirements:


Students will be responsible for information presented in the assigned textbook, required reading, lectures, handouts and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.  

Grade Criteria:
The final grade will be based upon the following:

1. Four (4) receptive exams.

2. Four (4) fingerspelling quizzes.

3. Four (4) expressive exams

4. Four (4) reading quizzes.

5. Four (4) homework assignments.

6. Class assignments

7. Mid-Term exam

The percentages of the above tests and quizzes will be calculated as follows:


Receptive exams…………………………………….… 30%


Fingerspelling quizzes………………………………... 15%


Expressive Exams ……………………………...…….. 20%

Mid-Term Exam ……………………………………... 15%


Reading quizzes…………………………………….… 10%


Class participation …..……………………………….. 05%


Homework……………………………………………. 05%


The receptive exams along with all quizzes will be given during the regular scheduled class time noted on the course calendar.  The format for the receptive exams may include multiple-choice, fill-in-the blank, short answer, or a combination.  The fingerspelling quizzes will consist of students reading ASL fingerspelling whether embedded within an ASL sentence or as single lexical items.  The expressive exams consist of each student signing a short monologue from a predetermined set of topics.  The mid-term exam is a vocabulary exam that covers all the signs contained within Units 1-20.

The outside reading quizzes will cover specified sections of the required reading textbook.  Class participation consists of activities/assignments to be completed in class.


Homework assignments are available on Blackboard.  Homework consists of questions relating to grammar aspects of ASL. The homework due dates will be noted on the course calendar.  All homework is due by class time the day it is due.  No late homework will be accepted.  Homework must be submitted online via Blackboard. The document must be in “doc” or “docx” format in order to be accepted for credit (refer to the Instructions for Submitting Homework).
The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:  90-100%

B:  80-89%

C:  70-79%

D:  60-69%

F:   0-59%

Examinations/Assignments:



Examinations must be taken at the assigned time.  Since the receptive exams are on videotape, a late arriving student may choose to take the makeup (provided appropriate documentation is presented) or begin the test at whichever place the class is at.  Students cheating or suspected of cheating on an exam or quiz will be subject to a zero for that exam/quiz.  The expressive exams are administered individually and must be taken on the assigned date and time.  Expressive exams must be taken within the first week upon which the student returns to class.  Makeup exams are only given when the student has experienced an extreme emergency. Documentation will be required.  Makeup exams/quizzes will only be administered on those dates noted on the course calendar.  Students who miss examinations will be given a zero.  Make up exams/quizzes may not be in the same format as the original exam/quizzes. 

Classroom Protocol:

According to university policy, consistent class disturbance will not be tolerated (reading materials not related to the class session, talking etc).  All cell phones need to be off and no “text messaging” during class.  Because sign language is a visual medium which includes the face, sunglasses may not be worn during class time. 

Blackboard:


The course is linked to Blackboard as a supplementary resource.  All handouts, homework, and assignments will be posted on the net.  Video clips of the professor signing the vocabulary along with various links will be available.  Student grades will also be posted on Blackboard.  

Absence Policy:  


The student should plan to attend every class session.  Given the type of material, there is no practical method for passing the course without consistent attendance. 

Disability Accommodation:  


The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA.
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