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Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

SPHS 1050 American Sign Language II

Instructor: Larry Rogers                                     Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 213

Office Hours: M-W 11:30 am -1:30 pm             Telephone: 369-7413 Email: (Webctvista)

                        T-Th 12:30 pm-1:00 pm
Course Outline

1. Unit 9  More Descriptions

2. Unit 10  At Home and Daily Living

3. Unit 11  Food and Food Shopping 

4. Unit 12  Offering and Declining

5. Unit 13  More Ways to Express Yourself

6. Unit 14  Experiences and Current Activity

7. Unit 15  Future Plans and Obligations

8. Unit 16  Directions and Instructions

Course Purpose:  

SPHS 1050 American Sign Language II:  A continuance of American Sign Language I.  A natural language approach is utilized to enhance spontaneity and autonomy in using ASL. The course provides maximum opportunity for self-expression in the language.  Expanded vocabulary and grammar components are incorporated to use the language for communication within and outside the classroom inside the range of vocabulary, syntax and skills contained in the course.  Much of the course seeks to be conducted in the target language -- American Sign Language without using spoken English.

Course Format:


The course includes lectures, videotape, handouts, and guest speakers in class group exercises, student presentations and demonstrations.  

Required Text:

Videotext & Textbook

Humphries, Tom & Padden, Carol. (2004) Learning American Sign Language 2nd ed. Pearson Education, Inc.


Required Reading:


For Hearing People Only; Moore, Levitan 3rd Ed. (2003), Deaf Life Press Rochester New York. ISBN 096340163-7
Course Requirements:

Students will be responsible for all information in the assigned textbook, required reading, lectures, handouts and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.  


The course will contain exams, tests, and quizzes covering the material discussed.  The exams will be in two parts.  The first part will be a receptive exam utilizing true/false multiple--choice and or matching as the testing format.  The second will be a written translation exercise followed by a short story in ASL upon which questions will be answered based upon its content.  Immediately after the receptive exam, a manual fingerspelling test will be taken as a written exercise.  The receptive and the fingerspelling sections will be graded independently and constitute separate grades.  The mid-term exam is a comprehensive test in which the student will be asked to sign (sign production) various vocabulary words. The quizzes will cover material from the required reading text.  The four homework papers will be written assignments to be submitted via Web Blackboard.  Homework must following a strict format and no late homework will be accepted.  Chapters to be read will be posted on the course calendar. The final requirement will be a 4-minute class presentation.  The presentation will be a personal experience story to be given in class utilizing ASL as the exclusive medium of communication. The student may take a comprehensive exam in lieu of the presentation.  

Grading is based upon the following percentages:

· Receptive Tests……………………..4 exams ………….….….25%

· Fingerspelling quizzes…………...…4 tests….………………..15%

· Required Reading…………………..4 quizzes………………...10%

· Class presentation/Comprehensive….1 presentation ……....….20%

· Mid-term expressive Exam …………1 Mid-term……………..20%
· Homework ………………………….4 assignments…………...05%

· Class Activities/participation…….……………….…………….05%

The signing project is a presentation signed during class time.  It is a 4-minute personal experience story.  The story is to be non-fiction.  Demonstrations will be given in class.  Dates for outline submissions and presentations dates will be posted on Webctvista. The presentation will be graded based upon overall comprehensibility and content.  Details will be given in the form of a handout.   The student may take a comprehensive exam in place of giving a presentation.
The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:  90-100%

B:  80-89%

C:  70-79%

D:  60-69%

F:   0-59%

Testing:


Tests must be taken at the assigned times listed in the course calendar.  If a student arrives to class late after a receptive test has begun, the student may elect to start the test at the place of arrival (no rewinding of the video will be implemented) or take the make up.  The course calendar will list the make up day(s) for all make up exams, tests and quizzes.  Make up exams, tests and quizzes will cover the same material, but may not be in the same format as the originals.  Students who miss any exam, tests or quizzes and fail to take the makeup will be given a zero.  The comprehensive exam is a sign production exam that covers all the vocabulary and grammar contained in ASL I, II.  This exam can be taken in lieu of the class presentation story.

Absence Policy:  

The student should plan to attend every class.  Given the type of material, there is no practical method for passing the course without consistent attendance. 

Disability Accommodation:  

The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA. 
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