SPHS 2050 American Sign Language IV
    Syllabus        p.3

University of North Texas

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

American Sign Language IV (SPHS 2050)

Instructor: Larry Rogers
Office: Speech and Hearing Center Rm. 213
Office Hours:  M/W 11:00am --12:30 pm  
T/Th. 1:00pm – 1:30pm
Telephone: 369-7413
 Email: Blackboard Learn
Course Outline

1. Unit 18 Finances
2. Unit 19: World/Sociology
3. Unit 20: Serious Illness
4. Unit 21: Religion
Course Purpose:  


The class advances the coursework from SPHS 2040.  The goal is to prepare students to utilize ASL in basic conversations over a limited subject range.  Students will be able to comprehend the manual alphabet when produced at a moderate rate of speed.  Students will be able to determine the appropriate translation of various English idiomatic expressions into ASL.   The course will cover a basic formal overview of ASL grammar.  The student will be responsible to discuss cultural issues existing within the Deaf Community.

Course Format:



The course includes lectures, videotape, handouts, class exercises, student presentations, and demonstrations.  

Required Text:
NONE
Reference Texts:


Videotext & Workbook


Smith, C., Lentz, E.M., & Mikos, K. (1988), Vista American Sign Language 
series: Signing Naturally (Level 2). San Diego, CA, DawnSign Press


A Basic Course in American Sign Language, Humphries, Padden and O’Rourke 
(1994) Second Edition. T.J. Publishers Inc. Silver Spring, MD


Conversational Sign Language II, Madsen, Willard J., (1972) Gallaudet 
University Press, Washington, D.C.

Required Reading:



The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community, Lane:

 Harlan, New York, Alfred A. Knoph 1992, ISBN: 9781581210095
	
	


Course Requirements:


Students will be responsible for all information contained within the, lectures, handouts, and videos shown in class.  Participation is expected during class discussions and activities.


The course will contain tests, quizzes and exams covering the material discussed.  The tests will be a two part type.  The first section will be a receptive exam dealing primarily with translation from ASL into English.  The second section with be a manual fingerspelling word recognition test.  Each section will be graded independently and constitute a separate grade.  Quizzes will consist of two types.  The CBI quizzes will be given in class subsequent to the lecture (in ASL) pertaining to various topics.  The second type will cover material from the required reading text.  Expressive exam details are available on Blackboard.  

Each requirement is calculated according to the following percentage table:


Receptive tests……………4 tests………………………………40%


Fingerspelling tests……….4 tests………………………………20%


CBI Quizzes……….……...3 Quizzes…………………………..10%


Reading text Quizzes……..4 Quizzes (lowest dropped)………..10%*

Expressive Exam…………2 Exams……………………………15%


Class Activities………………………………………………....05%

Student Signing: Expressive Exam

The expressive exams require the student to present before the class a three minute narrative, informative in nature on specific topics.  Two topics taken from the units covered will be assigned from the exam.  The professor will assign two of the four at the time of the exam.  A student roster will be posted on Blackboard to notify the student of their respective order in which to give the exam.  Failure to take the exam at the posted time slot will result in a 10 point exam average loss. The exam will be graded based upon overall comprehensibility and content.   
The grading scale used to calculate the final grade is as follows:

A:  90-100%

B:  80-89%

C:  70-79%

D:  60-69%

F:   0-59%

Testing/Examinations:


All examinations must be taken at the assigned times listed in the course calendar.  If a student arrives to class late after a receptive test has begun, the student may elect to start the test at the place of arrival, no re-showing (rewinding) of the video will be implemented, or take the makeup (providing the student has documentation).  Students who miss examinations/quizzes will be given a zero. Students suspected of cheated will be given a zero for that test/exam/quiz.  The lowest reading quiz grade will be dropped from the final semester grade calculation.

Makeup Exams/Quizzes:

The course calendar will list the makeup day(s) for all make up tests and quizzes.  Make up tests and quizzes will cover the same material, but may not be in the same format as the original. 
Extra Credit:


Extra credit opportunities are available to students with an overall semester grade of 69% or less assessed the first week of April. Details of such opportunities are noted on Blackboard.  

Absence Policy:  

Plan to attend every class.  Given the type of material, the only practical method for passing the course is by consistent attendance. 

Disability Accommodation:  


The Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities (cf. American with Disabilities ACT and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act).  We encourage all students with disabilities to register with ODA.  If you need any accommodation for a disability, present a written request to the instructor on or before the 12th class day.  If you experience any problems in getting reasonable accommodations, contact the department chair or ODA.
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