UCRS 1000.015 – Fall 2011

Freshman Seminar: Exploring Majors and Careers

Instructor:  Laura A. Pasquini




Peer Mentor: Lauren Arterburn

Email:   Laura.Pasquini@unt.edu



Email: Lauren.Arterburn@unt.edu 
Office:  Sage Hall, Rm 123




Office: West Hall 


Phone:
 940.369.7637





Phone: 940.465.4685

Office hours: By appointment


ALL COURSE INFORMATION WILL BE POSTED HERE: http://ucrs1000atunt.tumblr.com/
Course Description: Freshman Seminar, UCRS 1000, is a unique transition course designed to facilitate students’ integration into the learning community of the University. The course enhances student’s skills for academic success, develops understanding of university culture, increases understanding of self, and fosters educational engagement.  In this course, I expect you to take full advantage of the opportunities offered by:
1. Thinking critically and creatively, learning to apply different systems of analysis 

2. Engaging with a variety of others in thoughtful and well-crafted communication 

3. Being able to articulate the values that undergird their lives, the UNT community, and the larger society 
4. Cultivating self-awareness, balance, and an openness to change

This section, designated “Exploring Majors and Careers,” is specifically designed to assist undecided majors and others who wish to clarify their career goals through the process of self-exploration. Course activities focus on identifying interests, abilities and values. In addition, we will employ popular career assessments, fun tools, discussion and reflection to help determine what majors/careers might be the best fit.

Texts:   

Guidebook: Kirkland, J., ed. (2011). University of North Texas advising guidebook (6th ed.). 

Catalog: Bissett, L., Ed. (2011) University of North Texas Undergraduate Catalog (2011-2012) http://catalog.unt.edu/ 

YCE: Gardner, J., Jewler, A., & Barefoot, B. (2009). Your college experience: Strategies for success (9th ed.). Bedford/St. Martins.

Grade Calculation:  Each student will be responsible for all assignments. Grades will be earned based on:
	Assignment
	Percent of Grade

	1-on-1 Meeting
	5%

	Tumblr Blog Posts
	15%

	Myers-Briggs Type Indicator
	5%

	Strong Interest Inventory
	5%

	Road Trip Nation Group Project
	15%

	Midterm Examination
	15%

	Class Participation
	10%

	Major/Career Research Paper & presentation
	20%

	Final Assignment
	10%

	Total
	100%


Grading: Final grades will be awarded for the following levels of performance

	Letter Grade
	Percent

	A
	90%-100%

	B
	80%-89%

	C
	70%-79% 

	D
	60%-69%  

	F
	59% and below


Extra Credit:  Extra credit opportunities will be available throughout the semester at the discretion of the instructor.
Attendance Policy:  Class Attendance is mandatory. Students are responsible for all information disbursed in class and all assignments due, regardless of attendance. Students may be dropped for non-attendance after four unexcused absences.  Should you be dropped for non-attendance, it is possible that a grade of “WF” may be assigned. If so, a “WF” will be factored into your GPA as an “F.”  Please consult the Registrar’s Office website to determine drop deadlines: (http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/).
Expectations of this Course: This course is designed to introduce you, the student, to the major and career exploration process. It is not designed to provide vocational skills, resume review or job placement. Additionally, while most students feel more confident about selecting a major at the end of the course, it is certainly not an expectation or guarantee that you will finish this semester with a declared major. This course will not give you the answers; it is up to you, the student, to utilize the content of the course to assist you in deciding upon a major when you are ready to decide.

ADA Statement: The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) as amended, pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.unt.edu/oda. Also, you may visit the Office of Disability Accommodation in the University Union (room 321) or call (940) 565-4323.

A word about late and missed assignments: Turning assignments in late will result in a reduction in the maximum points achievable on the assignment.  Typically 10% of the total points will be deducted for each class period an assignment is late.  We understand that things happen, but we also would respectfully suggest that a bit of planning ahead can help make the assignment load manageable.  Missed assignments are those that are done in-class.  These cannot be made up.
Cheating and Plagiarism: Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: 

a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; 

b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; 

c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; 

d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or 

e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. 

The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: 

a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and 

b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic material.

Description of Assignments

Tumblr Blog Posts:  Periodically throughout the semester you will be asked to reflect about class topics, assignments and other topics having to do with self-exploration.  Rather than using a paper journal or requiring you to turn in a reflection, I would like you to create a Tumblr blog for these reflections. Each reflection should have a minimum of 600 words. This assignment will be graded as follows:
A = a response that is well-written at the level of both the sentence and the paragraph; it addresses with precision all the required elements and utilizes theory to develop a creative solution to the issue/topic 
B = a response whose sentence and paragraph-level writing is good but not distinguished; it addresses with some degree of specificity the required elements and a creative solution to the issue/topic 

C = a response whose sentence and paragraph level writing is average and not particularly clear; it addresses a potentially interesting point with the issue/topic being addressed but without precision; 

D = a poorly written and superficially conceived approach to the issue/topic; 

F = a work with barely coherent response to the issue/topic.

About Tumblr: Tumblr blog accounts are free and can be created by visiting www.tumblr.com. If you are able to write in a word document, then you should be okay to write blog posts. For more information, be sure to read the instructions at the end of this syllabus. By default, all posts to Tumblr are public and open for everyone to see.  Because of the nature of our work in this class you may want to write about things that you do not wish to share with other members of this class or the world at large.  If this is the case, feel free to post these items as password protected blogs (see attached instructions).  Just be sure to provide me with the password so that I may read them for grading purposes. Additionally, when creating posts for Tumblr, you are free to express yourself in any way you see fit.  While every class-assigned post (you are free to post more than is required) must include some form of written explanation, you are totally free to include pictures, videos, audio, etc. In fact, I encourage this.  Because these are blog posts and personal reflections, I will not be asking you to create bibliographies or citation pages, but do be aware that it is good netiquette to link back to the sites that provided your material.  You can find the UCRS 1000-015 Tumblr blog at http://ucrs1000atunt.tumblr.com/. Feel free to follow my blog and see what I have to say about class. 
Myers-Briggs and Strong Interest instruments – These assessments will provide critical information to you and are essential for successfully completing the class.  They are web-based surveys designed to be completed outside of class.  I will provide the information you need to complete the assessments.

Road Trip Nation group project – Teams of 3-5 students team up to interview 3-5 professionals in the DFW area.  The deliverable is a 7-10 minute PowerPoint presentation about the interviews that will incorporate pictures and/or video.  The presentation should include a one-page handout for the class.

Class participation – I expect you to come to class prepared to discuss the material that has been assigned.  That means having read the assigned chapters before class and having had enough rest the night before to engage in thoughtful discussion.  Of course, you must be present for class to be able to participate! Participation will be graded as follows:

A = helpful, honest, and thought-provoking comments to and with students; 

B = helpful comments to and with students in discussions; 

C = minimally helpful in class discussions; 

D = unhelpful comments in class; 

F = not engaged in class in any apparent way.

One-on-one meeting – I look forward to getting to know you and giving you an opportunity to let me know how the semester is going.  I will schedule individual meetings with you for that purpose.

Homework – There will be occasional assignments that will require work outside of class.  These may be individual or group assignments.  Homework is due at the beginning of the class period for which it is due.
Midterm exam – The exam will include objective and essay questions designed to assess your understanding of the material covered.  It will be completed in class and I will provide a study sheet in advance of the exam.

Major/Career Research Paper and presentation – This is an individual assignment that requires research into two careers and two educational areas or majors that interest you.  The deliverables are a paper of a minimum of five pages that describes your research and a PowerPoint presentation of a minimum of five minutes that covers your project. This assignment will be graded as follows:

A = a clearly thesis-driven, well-written/well-expressed work at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

B = a clearly thesis-driven, mostly well-written/well-expressed work at levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

C = a work whose thesis is vague; the work is bland and occasionally flawed at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and / or overall argument. 

D = a work whose thesis is barely evident; there are serious flaws at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

F = a work that barely is a “work” at all.

Final assignment – This assignment will be an oral assessment of your understanding of the material and concepts covered in the class.  It will be comprehensive, that is, it will include all of the topics covered in the semester. This assignment will be graded as follows:

A = a clearly thesis-driven, well-expressed work at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

B = a clearly thesis-driven, mostly well-expressed work at levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

C = a work whose thesis is vague; the work is bland and occasionally flawed at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and / or overall argument. 

D = a work whose thesis is barely evident; there are serious flaws at the levels of the sentence, paragraph, and overall argument. 

F = a work that barely is a “work” at all.

	Class Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Homework

	Week 1
	8/25
	First Class – Intro to Course & Syllabus
	N/A
	Set up Tumblr Blog & create intro post

	Week 2
	8/30
	University Expectations
	Guidebook 1,2
	Tumblr Post #1

	
	9/1
	Life of the Mind & Goals
	YCE 1
	Tumblr Post #2

	Week 3
	9/6
	Time Management 
	YCE 2
	Complete MBTI & Strong Inventory (due 9/15)

	
	9/8
	Intro to Road Trip Nation (RTN); Groups formed
	
	Tumblr Post #3

	Week 4
	9/13
	Learning Styles
	YCE 4
	

	
	9/15
	Critical Thinking
	YCE 5
	Tumblr Post #4

MBTI & Strong Due

	Week 5
	9/20
	Study Skills: Memory
	YCE 8
	

	
	9/22
	Relationships & Campus Involvement


	YCE 14  Guidebook
	Tumblr Post #5

	Week 6
	9/27
	Engaged Learning
	YCE 6 
	Schedule: One-on-One with Laura

	
	9/29
	Reading to Learn

MBTI Intro 
Personal vs. Work Values
	YCE 7
	Tumblr Post #6

	Week 7
	10/4
	Career Center Visit
	
	Meet in Chestnut Hall

	
	10/6
	MBTI Intro (con’t) & Midterm Review
	
	RTN Group Project Proposal Due

Tumblr Post #6 DUE

	Week 8
	10/11
	Writing & Speaking

Wellness

Pre-Advising
	YCE 10 & 16

Guidebook
	Assigned: Speaking/Writing Project – DUE 10/25 In Class

	
	10/13
	Midterm
	Pre-Advising Prep
Guidebook & Catalog
	Tumblr Post #7 Assigned

	Week 9
	10/18
	Information Literacy
	YCE 11
	Tumblr Post #7 DUE

Tumblr Post #8 Assigned

	
	10/20
	Study Skills: Test Prep

Allyson Gardner – Learning Center


	YCE 9
	Tumblr Post #8 DUE

Assigned Tumblr Post #9

	Week 10
	10/25
	Major Exploration

Wellness Presentations


	Guidebook

YCE 10 & 16
	Tumblr Post #9 DUE

Major/Career Research Paper Assigned

	
	10/27
	Money Management
	YCE 13
	Tumblr Post #10 Assigned

	Week 11
	11/1
	Diversity 
	YCE 15
	Tumblr Post #10 DUE

Assigned Tumblr Post #11

	
	11/3
	Careers vs. Majors

Skills & Interests
	YCE 12, Guidebook (pp. 10-14)
	Tumblr Post #11 DUE

Tumblr Post #12 Assigned

	Week 12
	11/8
	Strong/MBTI Combined
	YCE 12
	Tumblr Post #12 DUE

	
	11/10
	Strong/MBTI Combined 
	YCE 12
	

	Week 13
	11/15
	
	
	

	
	11/17
	Career Services-Krystal 
	
	

	Week 14
	11/22
	Presentations/Speakers
	
	RTN Group Project Presentation & Resource Sheet Due

	
	11/24
	Thanksgiving
	No Class
	No Class

Tumblr Post #13 Assigned

	Week 15
	11/29
	Road Trip Nation Presentations
	
	

	
	12/1
	Road Trip Nation Presentations
	
	

	Week 16
	12/6
	Presentation/Speakers
	
	

	
	12/8
	Presentation/Speakers
	
	Research Paper Due

	Week 17
	12/14
	Final Assignment
	
	


*UCRS 1000-015 Class Schedule is subject to change.

Tumblr Instructions

HOW TO: Create A Tumblr Blog for UCRS 1000 http://bit.ly/r7hl62 (online resource).

1. Go to: www.tumblr.com
2. Type in your email address, a password and a unique URL for your Tumblr blog (it will be _________.tumblr.com) Be sure to pick something unique to you.  This is the URL you will email to me so I can find your blog.  

3. Once your account has been created you will be taken through a step by step process to customize your blog.  Feel free to customize your blog however you see fit.  Just make sure I’ll be able to read it.

a. During the customization process you will be asked to pick a theme (a theme is the general layout of your blog).  The first choices you are given are “premium” themes and cost money.  If you scroll down a bit you’ll see some free themes.

4. Once you’ve customized your blog and emailed me the URL you are ready to start posting.  Along the top of your dashboard you’ll see buttons to post lots of different types of material including Text, Photos, Quotes, Videos, Audio, etc…Remember, you are free to post any kind of material you like, just be sure you are fulfilling the assignment in terms of WRITING too.

5. Private Blog Posts:  If you want to post something that you don’t want others to see there are ways to password protect a blog.  What you DO NOT want to do is create a blog post on your regular Tumblr that is marked “private” I have no way of seeing this post and therefore will not be able to grade you on it.  You need to create a separate, password protected blog, for private posts.  This is how you do that:

a.  On the right hand side of the dashboard you will see the name of your Tumblr blog with a drop down arrow next to it.  Click on this.

b. Now select “+Create a New Blog”

c. Now fill in the title and new unique URL.  You will also need to select a password.  Because you will be sending me this password, it’s probably a good idea that you not use one of your standard passwords.  Choose something new and original, but also something that is personal to you as you will need to remember this password.

d. From here it is up to you.  You now have a safe place to post things that you would not otherwise want people to see.  I will be looking at these, but just as a way to make sure that you have done them.  I will respect your privacy and keep any information I read here private. 

e. Please remember to email me both the new URL and the password.[image: image1.png]
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