BEHV 3150.003 – Introduction to Behavior Analysis 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Fall 2014 (Aug. 26 – Dec. 09)
Instructor information


Dr. Manish Vaidya


Department of Behavior Analysis


Chilton Hall – Room 360E

Phone: 940-369-7961


e-mail: vaidya@unt.edu
Teaching Assistant

Stefanie Stancato


sstancato@gmail.com
Office Hours


By appointment only.

Course Texts

Pierce, W.D. & Cheney, C.D. (2008). Behavior Analysis and Learning (5th Edition). 

Psychology Press, New York.
Course Overview

This course is designed to introduce the student to the concepts and philosophy of Behavior Analysis – a natural science approach to understanding the behavior of human and nonhuman organisms. The content of the course is designed to give the beginning student an idea of how behavior can be explained within a natural science framework (approaches characteristic of physics and chemistry) – as opposed to a social science framework (approaches characteristic of psychology and sociology). This will be accomplished by exposing students to the research, applications and conceptual developments that characterize current behavioral thought. Finally, via explicit discussion of the philosophy of science and by implicit discussion of research strategies and tactics, the student will be made familiar with the philosophy of this rapidly growing discipline.

Course Objectives


Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

· define and provide examples of primary and secondary reinforcement 

· define and provide examples of positive and negative reinforcement

· define and provide examples of extinction and punishment

· define and provide examples of basic stimulus control concepts

· describe basic tenets of research methodology in behavior analysis

· describe and provide examples of behavioral treatments of language

· describe and provide examples of behavioral treatments of society and culture

· describe and provide examples of the affinity between biology and behavior analysis

Course Components

The course will primarily consist of a lecture-based introduction to the material. There will be two kinds of opportunities to earn points in the class. The first will be a (nearly) daily in-class quiz or homework assignment based partly on the reading and partly on the daily lectures. There will be a total of 12 such quizzes/assignments for a total of 100 possible points in this category. Second, there will be 2 testing opportunities during which you can earn up to 100 points per test. Test questions will be based on assigned reading material and information presented during lectures and in the supplementary materials.  

COURSE CONTENT AND SCHEDULE 
	Week of
	
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Points

	 
	
	 
	
	

	August 26
	
	Introduce class
	~ None ~ 
	

	August 28
	
	History
	Chapter 1
	

	September 02
	
	Assumptions
	Chapter 1 – cont’d
	10

	September 04
	
	Experimental Analysis
	Chapter 2
	

	September 09
	
	
	Chapter 2 – cont’d
	10

	September 11
	
	Respondent Conditioning
	Chapter 3
	

	September 16
	
	
	Chapter 3 – cont’d
	10

	September 18
	
	Reinforcement
	Chapter 4
	

	September 23
	
	
	Chapter 4 – cont’d
	10

	September 25
	
	Aversive Control
	Chapter 6
	

	September 30
	
	
	Chapter 6 – cont’d
	10

	October 02
	
	Aversive Control – cont’d.
	
	

	October 07
	
	
	
	10

	October 09
	
	REVIEW
	
	

	October 14
	
	MID-TERM EXAMINATION
	
	100

	October 16
	
	Stimulus Control 
	Chapter 8
	

	October 21
	
	SC - Cont’d.
	Chapter 8 – cont’d
	10

	October 23
	
	
	Chapter 8
	

	October 28
	
	SC and Reading
	Lecture material only 
	10

	October 30
	
	
	“
	

	November 04
	
	SC and Concepts
	Chapter 8
	10

	November 06
	
	Concepts cont’d.
	“
	

	November 11
	
	Stimulus Equivalence
	Ch. 8 + Lecture material
	10

	November 13
	
	Verbal Behavior
	Chapter 12
	

	November 18
	
	Applied Behavior Analysis
	Chapter 13
	10

	November 20
	
	ABA
 + Bio, Behavior & Culture
	Chapter 13 – cont’d. 

Ch. 14
	

	November 

25 & 27 
	
	Thanksgiving Break

NO CLASS
	NO CLASS
	

	December 02
	
	Bio, Behavior, & Culture
	Chapter 14
	10

	December 04
	
	REVIEW
	
	

	December 09
	
	FINAL EXAM (10:30 AM)
	
	100


** All homework should be submitted typed and double-spaced.

** Late assignments will not be accepted after the test for the unit has been administered.


2 tests @ 100 points - - - - - - - - - - 200

In-class tests & Homework  - - - - - 100

Total Points - - - - - - - - - -  300
Grades:  300 - 271 = A   270 - 241 = B   240 - 211 = C   210 – 181 = D   

ADA Statement: The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to your instructor during the first week of class.

