SPAN 3110
Introduction to Hispanic Literature 



UNT Spring 2012
Instructor: MZMuñiz







Office: LANG  101

Office Hours: Anytime you see me in Blackboard IM  


Phone: (940) 565- 2404


E-mail: maria.muniz@unt.edu  

Course Description/Objectives: Taught entirely in Spanish; the purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the study of Spanish and Spanish-American literature.  The course is also an introduction to literary analysis. At the end of this course, you will be familiar with Spanish and Spanish-American writers and their masterpieces, literary movements, and will have a better understanding of historical background.

Prerequisites:  SPAN 3060, 3070, or 3080, and 3090, unless you are under an older than 2010 catalog. Your rate of succeeding in this class increases if you have taken at least one upper level course before taking this one. 

Required Textbook:  

Virgillo, Valdivieso, Friedman. Aproximaciones al estudio de la literatura hispánica  6th ed. McGraw-Hill, 2003

Recommended Resources:
· Good bilingual and monolingual dictionaries.

· Atajo (software program) for writing assignments. You can access this program for free at the FLLC (laboratory) or buy it online or at the bookstore. 

Computer Requirements:
· Your computer must meet Blackboard Vista technological requirements 

· You must have a webcam and a microphone

· Be familiar with Blackboard or take the Ticket to Vista tutorial prior to the start of the course

· You must create a Pronto account.  Upload a recent, actual picture of your face, (no glamour shots), and create your profile in Spanish within the first week of the semester. 

 Students with Disabilities

The Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures and the University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. Please present your written accommodation request to me on or before the 6th day of class.
Grading System:






Grading Scale:


Assignments


30%




A=90-100

Unit Exams


30%




B=80-89

Text analysis


30%




C=70-79

Quizzes



10%




D=60-69










F=59 or below













Grades are not curved.

Course Policies:
· This is a Spanish online course; COURSE WILL BE TAUGHT IN SPANISH. 

· You must complete assignments on time. The computer does not accept late submissions.  All work you produce must be your own.  

· If you have not taken an online course prior to this one, you must take the Ticket to Vista tutorial first. If you have a technology problem with Blackboard Vista, you must contact the Student Help Desk as soon as possible (940-565-2324). Not having a reliable computer or internet service is not an excuse to not turn in the activities on time.

· You must login to the course at least 45 hours; must access the course on a daily basis. You can track your hours if you go to “My Tools” and click on “My Progress”.

· There is a routine maintenance on Blackboard Vista every Friday from 12-2am.
· Anyone encountering problems (non-technological) with this course is urged to speak with the professor as soon as possible.  
· All weekly assignments will be graded. They must be complete, free of errors, the student’s own work, and done according to guidelines.  No exceptions, no excuses. 

· Assessments are NOT open book.

· All activities must be turned in by Thursday before midnight. Quizzes will be 15 min. long and will open on Tuesdays and close on Thursdays. All assignments/quizzes will be manually graded and adjusted. 

· If you need to send me a message and want a fast response, send it outside Blackboard.
Blackboard IM:

Within the first two weeks of the semester, every student must create a Blackboard IM account (installation instructions are in your online course), upload a recent actual picture, no glamour shots, please, and write the profile bio (in Spanish). Find the Blackboard IM icon on the course’s Home Page. We will use this IM to keep in touch.

Assignments:  

Students will turn in weekly assignments due at the end of the lesson (Student must read the lesson’s content prior to doing the homework). Students are required to do the assigned in a Word document. Then, copy it and BEFORE it is pasted on the Assignment box, you must click the “Enable HTML” button. Students are not to send attachments; however, if you want to be sure I receive your answers in the format you want them, you can send an attachment as a backup in addition to the Copy/Paste in the submission box. All activities you turn in must have your LAST name written first, then your name.   

You must answer all the assigned questions related to the readings. Sometimes the questions will be from sources outside the textbook: if that is the case, links will be provided.  Please submit assignments in their individual drop-in folder.  

Unit Exams:

Students will take unit exams to close each unit.

Text Analysis: 

You will choose one piece, which we have not covered in class, from Units I, II, and III to write a text analysis. In the first unit, students will select a short story or a novel. In the second unit students must select a poem.  In the last unit students will select a play. 
Since there will not be enough texts for everyone in the textbook, students must find texts from other sources –library, internet, anthologies, etc.  Students will post the name of the texts they will want to analyze two weeks before it is due, look at the Schedule of Activities for specific dates. All of the test analysis will be different (one text per student). Priority will be given to the student with the oldest posting date: it is your responsibility to verify nobody else is working on the text you want.  Before you turn in each analysis, you must read the sample one (called “EJEMPLO”). You will turn in the text analysis thru TurnItIn. If you don’t use TurnItIn, you will receive a zero. Read the “Introduction to the Unit” for more details on text analyses.
Note on text analyses: 

Before you post the name you want to work on, make sure nobody else is working on the text you want.  Failure to check this information will result in receiving only HALF of the credit on the analysis.   
Assessments:

You will have weekly quizzes based on the lesson’s content AND the assigned readings. Quizzes will be manually graded and adjusted accordingly. Note on assessments: There will be NO make-ups if you submit a quiz or exam by mistake or if you run out of time.

Practice activities:

These activities were designed to help you retain the information. You will not receive a specific grade for completing them but they will help you in your assessments. The more you practice, the easier the information will become. Practice/play with these activities before you take the quizzes. 

SETE:

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class.
