SPAN 3010 – Writing in Spanish: Style and Technique 

University of North Texas           Verano 2014 

Instructor: Profesora Muñiz





Office: LANG 101 



Office hours: email, BbL IM, and by appointment
Ph. (940) 565-2404



Email: Maria.Muniz@unt.edu 
Course Description:

This course is to develop, and perfect writing styles in Spanish. Students will be introduced to narrative, descriptive, expositive, and argumentative texts. Furthermore, students will study the necessary strategies to write a literary analysis. 
Prerequisite: You must have taken SPAN 3090 to be in this class.

Objectives:

Students will be able to identify different writing styles and techniques and will create original examples of each style. Students will also study literary analysis terminology and techniques, and write a coherent literary analysis of a Spanish text.
Required Texts:

· Bleichmar, Guillermo & Canon Paula. Taller de escritores: Grammar and Composition for Advanced Spanish. Vista Higher Learning ISBN 9781617672057 

You do NOT need the supersite code.

· Blackwell & Larson. Guía básica de la crítica literaria y el trabajo de investigación. 2007. Thompson & Heinle 978-1-4130-1468-6

Recommended Resources:

· Good bilingual and monolingual dictionaries.

· Atajo (software program) for writing assignments. You can access this program for free at the FLLC (laboratory) or buy it online or at the bookstore. 

Computer Requirements:
· Your computer must meet Blackboard Learn (BbL) technological requirements 
· You must have a webcam and a microphone to use with BbL IM.
· Be familiar with BbL or take the tutorials prior to the start of the course

· You must create a BbL IM account the first week, if you don’t have one.  
Students with Disabilities*
“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation*. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.”

*Grades are not retroactive; you must present your written accommodations as soon as you can within the first two days of the session. 

Grading Distribution:


     

Grade Scale:
Formal writings (4) 

40%



100-90 = A
Homework


10%



89-80 = B
Portfolio Activities

10%



79-70 = C
Mid-Term Exam

10%



69-60 = D
Final Exam


10%



59-0 = F
Literary Analysis

20%




Course Policies:
· This is a Spanish online course; IT WILL BE TAUGHT IN SPANISH. 
· You must complete all assignments on time; I will not accept late submissions. All work you produce must be your own. You will not receive credit if you use an online translator or if the ask a friend to write or translate your assignments.  
· If you have not taken an online course prior to this one, you must take the tutorials PRIOR to the start of the semester. If you have a technology problem with BbL, you must contact the Student Help Desk as soon as possible. Email: clearhelp@unt.edu Phone: (940) 565-2324, In person: SYMR Room 119. Not having a reliable computer or internet service is not an excuse to not turn in the activities on time.
· In order for you to meet all deadlines, you must access the course on a daily basis. 
· Keep in mind there is a routine maintenance on BbL every Saturday from 12-2am.
· Anyone encountering problems (non-technological) with this course is urged to speak with the professor as soon as possible. This is an online class and you will be working at your own pace, but respecting the deadlines. I would appreciate if contact me at least once every week via email or IM.
· All weekly assignments will be graded. The answers to all activities must be in complete sentences, free of errors, the student’s own work, and done according to guidelines.  No exceptions, no excuses. 

· Assessments are NOT open book and the quizzes will be about 15 min. long. All assignments / quizzes will be manually graded and adjusted. Read more details in “Assignments” You will see the answers after the due date.
· All activities have different deadlines, make sure you have a good calendar so you don’t miss deadlines. 

· If you need to send me a message and want a fast response, send it outside BBLearn and use this address Maria.Muniz@unt.edu  
Blackboard IM:

Within the first days of the session, ALL students must create a BBL IM account (installation instructions are on “Start Here” of your online course), upload a recent actual picture (no glamour shots, no nature pictures, no group pictures, no pictures taken a mile away, etc), and write a short profile in Spanish. You only create an IM account once, so if you have done it in the past for another course, it is the same one, just find our course, edit the profile, and upload a recent picture.  We will use this IM to keep in touch. 
Formal writings: 
Students will write four different types of essays.  The outlines (bosquejos) and drafts (borradores) must be sent using the Assignments Box. The formal essays; however, must be turned in via TurnItIn (inside our BbL course, in every lesson). Students will receive a zero if 1) more than 8% plagiarism is reported on Turnitin, 2) the essay is not turned in via Turnitin, 3) the topic is not addressed, and 4) a translator is used. 
Students could use Atajo, or any other Spanish writing software, to write essays. Do not rely on internet translators or dictionaries. Students must NOT turn in previously submitted essays to this class or other classes.
Outlines must include thesis and topic sentences and details. Drafts should be about 250 words and free of grammar errors.
Specifics on formal writings:

Type essays triple spaced using a professional looking font size 12. Final drafts must be between 450-500 words each and must follow specific topics. After you are finish writing the conclusion of the essay, write your last name and name and include the word count.
Homework:
Students are encouraged to do the assigned weekly exercises on a Word document. Then, copy and pasted answers to the Submission box, NOT the comment box. Students are not to send attachments; however, if you want to be sure I receive your answers in the format you want them, you can send an attachment AS A BACKUP in addition to the Copy/Paste in the submission box.   
The students will take three quizzes over the content of the Guia textbook. The quizzes will be manually graded. (Chapter 2 will be included in the midterm exam.)  
Portfolio Activities:

Students will keep a portfolio of written samples (original posting and comments). Answers to the activities must be uploaded no later than Monday and the two comments, on two different classmates, by Thursdays. All entries must use about 30-50 words (about 7 complete sentences) and the review should include comments on grammar (mainly) and content.  If you can’t find mistakes to correct, then comment on someone else. 

All Portafolios are 10 points: 5 points for your answers; 2 points for commenting to two classmates; and 3 points for the quality of your comments. “Buenas observaciones”, “No encontré errores”, “Estoy de acuerdo contigo”, etc. are not considered good comments.
Mid-Term Exam: 

Students will take a Mid-Term exam at the end of  Week 2.  
Final Exam: 

Students will take a final exam at the end of Week 5.  
Note on quizzes and exams. 
Assessments are NOT open textbooks. There will be NO make-ups if you submit a quiz or exam by mistake, if you run out of time, or if your computer fails. Unless it is a BBL problem, you will not be allowed to make up any missed quiz/exam. Plan for emergencies: Always have a Plan B. Do not wait until the last minute to turn in activities or to take assessments. If your computer crashes in the middle of the assessment, don’t panic. Restart the computer, sign in to the course, and resume taking the quiz/exam. You will find this statement on assessments: “This test can be saved and resumed at any point until time has expired. The timer will continue to run if you leave the test.”   It means once you open the assessment, you have to finish it within the given time.  Contact the HelpDesk immediately if the technology issue is NOT your computer but BBL. Do not use your phone or your tablet to take assessments. You will not be allowed to retake an exam if you submit the exam by mistake.
Note: Since this is an online class and you can finish as quickly as you want, not turning activities due to illnesses are not excused. 
Literary Analysis:

Students will be required to analyze a literary work. Grade will be based on the mastering of styles and techniques, content, grammar, and fluency of expression. Students may study same authors but cannot work in the same text. Check the due dates on the schedule of activities, and Week 5, to find more details about this assignment. 
Your research paper must include 5 pages:

Page 1: Cover Page 

Pages 2-4: Research  

Page 5: Bibliography

You must submit your Research Paper using Turnitin. 
SETE:

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class.

