Sociology 4240.001 Sociology of Sexuality

Syllabus – Spring 2015
Prof. Nicole Dash   




Office Hours: T: 12pm to 1:30pm
e-mail address: dash@unt.edu.


Office: Chilton Hall 209 (Dean’s Office) 







           Or by Appointment 

             Phone: 565-2230

Class Time: Tuesday 2:00 -4:50pm
 

Classroom: LIFE A304
“Sex is one of the nine reasons for reincarnation. The other eight are unimportant.”
– Henry Miller

Women and men make their own sexual and affectional history. But they do not make this history just as they please. They make it under circumstances given by the past and altered by their political activity and organization, and their vision of a valued future. Erotic and gender relationships are always under construction and reconstruction within specific historical settings.

-Johnathan Ned Katz

Course Description and Objectives: 

For many, sexuality is simply assumed, rather than questioned. Very rarely do people question how we come to know ourselves as sexual beings. How do individuals develop attractions, make sexual choices, define and enact their own sexuality? And more important, how is something that many see as personal and individual actually social? How is sexuality influenced by social structure and the institutions and organizations within society? 

This course is about sexuality and how it is perceived, defined, and experienced in the context of society. It is also about how sexuality influences our lives as reflected in social norms, attitudes and beliefs, through public and private policies and practices, and the social institutions. Questions we will ask include: What is the meaning given to sexuality in our culture? How does this compare with other cultures? Is there only one sexuality or are there multiple sexualities? What has sexuality to do with race, gender and social class? We will consider how the social construction of sexuality influences our lives both in overtly sexual relationships as well as those relationships that are not sexual (or at least not overtly sexual.)

Sexuality is a fascinating topic because it is in us, of us, between us and all around us. The sexual is both personal and social. Though we may perceive sex to be a natural and biologically driven behavior, sex is in fact largely shaped by social norms, values and expectations. Sexuality and its components (desire, pleasure, love, the body) is more than a personal or individual characteristic - it is socially constructed. Sexuality has been conceptualized during different historical periods as sin, as a means of fostering alliances between powerful families, as perversion, as a means to pleasure, as a symbol of love, and as personal identity

This course is sex-positive in that it assumes that knowledge is empowering, not dangerous, and will provide an introduction to many issues related to human sexuality from a sociological perspective. We will examine how categories shape our understanding of sexuality such as male/female, heterosexual/homosexual/queer, and explore a wide range of topics, including child sexuality, prostitution, intersexuality, and transgender issues, power, violence, committed relationships, desire, sex work, socialization, sex ed, pornography and politics. 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Describe and explain the various components which comprise human sexual identity.

2. Define and compare a social constructionist perspective versus essentialist perspective on human sexuality.

3. Explain how various social institutions shape the definition and perception of human sexuality in the United States.

4. Describe how different theoretical perspectives may be applied to various issues associated with human sexuality such as prostitution and pornography.

5. Describe how the privilege associated with social class, gender, and race affects how human sexuality is defined and experienced in the United States.

6. Articulate some of the problems associated with conducting “scientific” studies of human sexuality.

7. Explain the issues surrounding definitions of sexual deviance and describe at least five forms of sexual deviance in the United States.

Expectations

This course relies on assigned readings, films, videos, lectures, and discussions.  Many of the readings are sexually graphic and some reference vernacular language used to describe portions of human anatomy or sexual activity. In the U.S. and many other cultures, this language is commonly considered profane and offensive. While we will not “use” this type of language in class as a form of discourse, we will discuss its origin, meanings, and uses in American society. 

Most of the films and videos shown in this course contain graphic nudity of both males and females. One of the films contains explicit sexual content as well as nudity. Please be advised that all of the films and videos shown in this course are available at the University of North Texas media library in Denton and are not considered “pornographic.”

Students who do not wish to be exposed to films/videos or reading materials of this nature should drop this course immediately. Please see the instructor during the first week of class if you have questions or concerns regarding this matter.  

Studying Sex: Ground Rules 
In this course we will read, observe, and discuss many explicit, sensitive, and controversial topics. It is therefore imperative that all class members treat each topic and each other with maturity and respect. The material we will be covering in this course may be embarrassing, difficult to discuss and so forth, but it can also be interesting, enjoyable and thought provoking. Frank discussion of sexual questions and sociological findings will strengthen each of your sexual I.Q.s. Your contributions to class discussion will be an important and valued component of our class meetings. Please come to class prepared to address this material in a straightforward manner. 

Because sexuality is both personal and social, a sociological study of sexuality will raise many issues, about which we will not all agree. You are encouraged to disagree with class material, myself and each other provided you can do so in a respectful manner. Disagreeing conveys that you have heard the other speaker, thought about her or his comments, and are offering an alternative. Disrespect suggests the converse, that you have failed to listen or address what the other speaker has offered. Your challenges should also not be moral statements. You must go beyond a “gut level” reaction to this material and engage in critical analysis. 

To successfully complete the goals of this course, we must establish and develop a foundation of respect and trust. In order to benefit from this class it is essential that you come to class prepared each week. If you are uncomfortable with frank and open discussions of sexual matters you may want to reconsider your enrollment in this course. If you have questions or concerns about this, please speak directly with me.

Attendance Policy:

Class attendance is important and is required.  Absences not only cause students to miss the material presented and discussed in class, but also tend to disrupt group activities such as in class discussions. In addition, students tend to do better in my courses if they attend regularly. Attendance will be calculated as follows:

Perfect attendance: 




5 point addition 

2 unexcused absences:



No penalty

3 - 4 unexcused absences:



10 point deduction for each absence

Greater than 4 unexcused absences:

Automatic course failure
This is a 2 hour and 50 minute class. We will have one short break during this period. Students are expected to be in class for the entire 2 hour and 50 minutes. If you leave during the break, you will be counted as absent for the day. While this seems harsh, it is truly in your best interest to attend class. During the first class session, we will discuss and determine the best way to monitor attendance. 

University approved absences will be considered excused. University excused absences include those necessitated by university sponsored events or illness which results in some form of visit to a medical doctor. Such absences require some form of written documentation (e.g., indication of illness by a medical doctor) which must be provided within three days of return to classes. For more information on university approved absences, please consult the undergraduate catalog.

Student absences which do not qualify as “university excused” may be excused by the instructor on a case by case basis. Examples of reasons for these absences include other extenuating circumstances such as work conflicts or the death of a family member. The instructor reserves the exclusive right to determine whether or not any other absence is excused.

Students are responsible for securing any materials missed during an absence. Students are advised to take notes during class and to find another student willing to share notes in the event of an absence. The instructor will not provide copies of notes to students and will not review students who are absent from class.
Required Materials:

Textbook: Sexualities in Context: A Social Perspective (2015).  This is the most recent addition of the textbook, and the only version being used in the class. I do not know how the two differ, and what material may be different. 
Articles:  in addition to the text above, you will have additional reading assignments as outlined in schedule below. Each of these readings can be found in the Blackboard section associated with this course. Blackboard can be accessed via http://learn.unt.edu. They will be organized under the Course Content link, and in the folder titled Additional Readings. 
Course Requirements:

Three Exams
(100 points each)




300
Sexual Identity Reflection Paper (50 points)
                                     50 

Random Reading Quizzes (5 @ 10 points each)


  50
  

Research Assignment






  50




Total Possible points 



450
Grade Distribution:

405 - 450 points =

A

360 – 404 points =

B

315 – 359 points =

C

270– 314 points =

D

269 points or below =
F

Description of Requirements:

Exams:  There will be a total of three exams worth 100 points each. Exams cover material from the text, lectures, and class discussions and will typically consist of multiple choice, short answer, and some essay questions. Students will be given 1 hour and 15 minutes to complete their exam. Because this course meets for three hours, class will resume after the exam. Please note that no make-up exams will be offered. Refer to the section on make-up policies for more information.

Reflection Paper:  Students will be required to reflect on their attitudes and beliefs surrounding human sexuality and submit a 3-5 page paper. Instructions for this assignment are provided at the end of the syllabus. The reflection paper is worth a total of 50 points.

Research Assignment: Students must select and complete one of three research assignments which are described at the end of the syllabus. This assignment is worth a total of 50 points.
Reading Quizzes:  Students must do the reading in this class in order to successfully complete the course. As a form of motivation, 6 times during the term, students will be quizzed on the readings. These quizzes will be random – in other words, they will not be announced in advance. They will be given during the first 5 minutes of class. The lowest score of the 6 quizzes will be dropped. Students must be in class to earn the points. No make-ups will be given.

Additional Policies and Procedures

Reading and preparation for class: Each student is expected to have completed all assigned readings by the date listed on the course outline which is located on the last page of this syllabus. Please note that the schedule of readings, assignments, and exams are subject to change. Students will be notified during class of any changes. Students are responsible for the reading material whether we discuss it in class or not.

Make-up policy:  Students who miss an exam and have an excused absence will be required to take a comprehensive final exam worth 200 points. Students with unexcused absences will receive a zero for the missed exam. There will be no make-ups for quizzes.

All students must take the final exam. Any student who does not take the final exam will automatically fail the course.
Extra credit: Apart from attendance, no extra credit of any kind is anticipated in this course. Do not anticipate that extra credit given at a later date will help your final grade. 

Late assignments:  Late assignments will only be accepted in cases of approved absences and will not be accepted for any other type of absence. Any assignment received after 10:30am on the date due will be considered late.

Emailed assignments:  Emailed assignments will not be accepted from students unless approved in advance by the instructor.

Cell phones:  Cell phones should be turned off and put away before class begins unless approved in advance by the instructor. If a cell phone is in a student’s hand or on his or her desk during an exam, it will be assumed that the student is cheating
Classroom conduct:  Tardiness and leaving early are very disruptive to the instructor and other students.  Class will start on time, so please make sure you are present by 2pm.  Please let me know prior to the beginning of class if you absolutely must leave early and make sure your exit distracts others as little as possible.

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner during class. This course covers sensitive material; therefore, please make every effort to respect others. Disagreements are allowed and expected, but should focus on ideas rather than on the individual who expresses them. Having background conversations when others are talking, packing up early when others are still talking or asking questions, working on material for other classes, and/or sleeping in class are examples of other behaviors that will not be tolerated.

Students must secure permission from the instructor to use a laptop computer during class. Students who are given permission, but use the laptop for any purpose other than to take lecture notes, will lose that privilege.

Disabilities Accommodation: 

The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The University of North Texas provides academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to individuals with disabilities, as defined under the law. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, please see the instructor and/or contact the Office of Disability Accommodation at 940-565-4323 during the first week of class. 

University Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty:

The University of North Texas is very clear on this point. Students must do their own work. Cheating on exams, plagiarism, or any other form of scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Detailed explanations of the university policy may be found in the Student Handbook at http://www.unt.edu/csrr/. 

If it is determined that a student has cheated on an exam or has committed plagiarism, he or she will automatically fail that exam or assignment and a zero will be entered for the grade.   
Course Outline

Students should complete the assigned readings by the date listed. The schedule of readings and other assignments is subject to change. Any changes will be announced during class meetings and updated to Blackboard. 
	Date
	Readings & Assignments
	

	
	Course Introduction
	

	1/20
	Course Introduction

Thinking Critically About Sexuality
	

	
	The Basics of Sexuality
	

	1/27
	Plante 1: Why Sex Matters: A Brief History of Sex/uality
Plante 2: Studying the Sexual: Classifying and Theorizing
	

	2/3
	Plante 3: Boys, Girls, Men and Women: Variables of Experience
Blackboard Readings:
1. Doing Gender: West and Zimmerman

2. Gender and Desire: Kimmel and Plante
Due: Reflection Assignment – beginning of class 
	

	2/10
	Plante 7: LGBTQQPA(H), BDSM: The Alphabet Soup of Sexualities 

Blackboard Readings: 
3. Dating and Romantic Relationships: Savin-Williams

4. Heterosexual Questionnaire

5. Becoming 100 Percent Straight: Messner

Film: “Trembling Before G-D” (84 minutes)
	

	2/17
	Exam 1

Introduction to Becoming Sexual  
	Classes 1-4



	
	Becoming Sexual
	

	2/24
	Plante 4: Birds Do it, Bees Do It: Learning about “It”

Blackboard Readings: 
6. Kotex Diaries: Black 
7. Become Sexual: Rothbaum et al
8. I just Want to Be Normal Demasi 
Film: Breasts (50 minutes)
	

	3/3
	Plante 5: Finding a Playboy under a Rock in the Woods
Plante 6: Hooking It Up

Blackboard Readings:

9. Where’d You Learn That?: Stodghill

10. Blow Jobs and Other Boring Stuff: Indigo

11. Hands Off!: Frankel

Film: Private Dicks: Men Exposed (55 minutes)
	

	
	Non Normative Behaviors
	

	3/10
	BDSM/Paraphilias

Blackboard Readings 

12. The Social Constituents of Sadomasochism
13. 24/7 SM Slavery
Film: “Fetishes” (92 minutes)

	

	3/17
	Spring Break
	

	3/24
	Relationship Alternates: Polyamory/Anarchy
14. Polyamory and It’s Others

15. There Aren’t Words for What We Do

Guest Speakers
DUE: Research Assignment
	

	3/31
	Exam 2
	Classes 5-9

	
	Commodification of Sex
	

	4/7
	Plante 8: Bunnies, Bytes and Beaches

Blackboard Readings :

16. Voices of Sex Workers

17. Pornography:: Not for Men Only

18. Pornography and the Alienation of Male Sexuality

19. Creating a Scene
Film: The Price of Pleasure (56 Minutes)
	

	4/14
	Blackboard Readings 

20. Motivation for Pursuing an Acting Career in Pornography
21. Why Men Seek Out Prostitutes 
22. Politics of Prostitution in America


	

	
	Abuse and Rape
	

	4/21
	Blackboard Readings 

23. Men, Women, and Rape

24. Male Rape Victims in Prison Get Little Empathy
	

	
	Sex & Policy
	

	4/28
	Plante 9: Screwing with Sex: Some Politics of Sexualities 
25. Heteroflexibility 
	

	5/5
	Graduate Student Presentations
	

	5/12
	Final Exam

1:30 – 3:30 pm
	Classes 10-15


REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT

Due:  February 3, 2015
This assignment is intended to have you reflect on your experiences in learning about human sexuality. Your reflection should cover three primary areas:

1. How and when you first learned about sex

a. How old were you when you first learned about sex?

b. Did you ask questions or did another person initiate the discussion?

c. Who was your first source of information regarding sex? If you initiated the conversation, why did you select that person?

d. Did you feel comfortable discussing sex with that first source?

2. The types of messages about human sexuality you received from your earliest sources

a. What is sex all about?

b. What kind of behavior should you expect from boys or girls?

c. When should you start having sex?

3. How your early sex education compared with others you know

a. Did your friends start asking about sex around the same time as you?

b. How would you compare your level of understanding at that time with that of your contemporaries?


Based on your personal experiences, when do you believe it is appropriate for children to learn about sex? Who should be their teachers?

Your paper must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1.25 inch margins, a 12-point font (black), and be approximately three pages in length. It must also include a cover page and be stapled or it will not be accepted. You should also carefully proofread your paper for any grammatical errors, word omissions, or spelling errors. Papers that do not conform to these instructions will be penalized.

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS

Due:  March 24, 2015 

Select and complete ONE of the assignments described below. Please note that you will not receive extra credit for completing more than one. Your paper must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1.25 inch margins, a 12-point font (black), and be approximately three pages in length. It must also include a cover page and be stapled or it will not be accepted. You should also carefully proofread your paper for any grammatical errors, word omissions, or spelling errors. Papers that do not conform to these instructions will be penalized.

1. Music:  Select a single genre (type) of music (e.g. country, rock, pop) and identify at least ten hit songs from a particular year. What do these hits have to say about sex, love, relationships, and family? You should then compare these songs to ten hit songs from the same genre, but from a different decade. For example, you could compare country hits from the year 2000 with those from 1960. What are the messages about sex, love, relationships, and marriage from the second set of hits? How are the messages from the two decades similar? How do they differ? What other themes are evident from your analysis of these hits? For example, are the messages more about women or men?
Please note that your paper must specifically state the genre and list the hits by title, artist, and year. This information must be included as a reference page at the end of your paper.
2. Consumer Products:  American beliefs and attitudes regarding sex are reflected in our consumer culture. The purpose of this research project is to explore and analyze the themes associated with a specific type of product.
You should start by selecting a consumer product that relates in some way to sexuality. For example, you could examine “sexy” underwear for either women or men. Or, you could select a product to study such as condoms, lubricants, “libido boosters,” or creams for vaginal itching or “jock itch.” Once you have selected a product, you should consider where that product is most often marketed and/or sold. For example, you might go to the local grocery store to study condom supplies, or to GNC to examine “libido boosters.” You could go to Victoria’s Secret or Frederick’s of Hollywood to examine underwear. Many websites and catalogues also sell sexually-related products. An important consideration in selecting a product is that you feel comfortable with the company that sells it. You should exercise caution if you decide to surf the internet for sexual products.

You are now ready to begin your research. You should analyze the product by answering the following questions:

a. What product did you select and why?
b. What store/catalogue/website did you visit to examine the product?
c. To what group is the product generally marketed?
d. What messages are sent to the targeted group? What messages are implied by the packaging, product descriptions, and illustrations? Be sure to give specific examples. Most of your paper should be devoted to answering this question.
e. How is the product marketed? For example, if you selected condoms, you might describe where they are located in the store and how they are profiled. If you were in charge of marketing the product you selected, what changes would you make in its design and how it is sold?
3. Social Construction: The purpose of this assignment is for you to examine the social construction of some aspect of sexuality. You should start by thinking of something related to sex that is considered “fact” or some practice that is considered biologically “natural” and argue that it is really nothing more than a social construction.
Remember that a social construction is nothing more than widely held beliefs or practices by the people in a particular society that taken as “true,” “fact,” “normal,” or “natural”. Beliefs or practices that are socially constructed tend to change over time, between cultures, and within cultures. In selecting your “fact” or practice, you should think about sexuality in its broadest sense. Sexuality not only involves who does what to whom “in bed,” but also encompasses puberty, dating rituals, love, prowess or receptiveness, birth and birth control, as well as a range of other topics. A few examples to start your thinking include: (a) fat women are sexually unattractive to men; (b) men have stronger sex drives and needs than women; or, (c) gay men are effeminate.

Analysis of “fact” or practice you selected should answer the following questions:

a. What sexual “fact” or practice did you select? Be sure to describe it clearly. 
b. What evidence exists that this fact or practice is not universally experienced? In other words, you must demonstrate how it varies over time, between cultures, or within a culture. This is where the research comes in. Be sure that you list your references on a separate reference page.
c. Why do you believe that many Americans believe that the “fact” or practice you selected is natural and universal? Is it a simple matter of ignorance, or do people still call it “fact” even if they are aware of variation? In this instance, why do you think people persist in their beliefs in the face of other evidence? 
d. What change, if any, do you believe would occur if the “fact” or practice were acknowledged to be socially constructed rather than natural and universal? 
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