BEHV 4010 – FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS AND TREATMENT OF PROBLEM BEHAVIOR

Fall, 2011
Tu & Thur 11:00am-12:20pm
Wooten 121 

Instructor:
  Richard G. Smith, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair



  Department of Behavior Analysis



  360A Chilton Hall

  Phone: 565-4970   

  E-mail: Rick.smith@unt.edu  

  Office Hours: Tu & Th 10:00-11:00am, We 2:00-4:00pm, or by appt

Teaching Asst: Joe Cihon


 Phone: 565-2274 (departmental office)



 E-mail: JosephCihon@my.unt.edu
Background: This course will introduce students to function-based treatment approaches for problem behavior.  Topics include anecdotal assessment, descriptive assessment, experimental analysis, and various courses of treatment derived from functional assessment, with an emphasis on the importance of consistency between procedures and functional properties of problem behavior. 

Essential Academic Competencies:

· Describe operant mechanisms involved in producing and maintaining problem behaviors

· Describe ways to assess the functional properties of problem behaviors

· Describe treatments for behavior maintained by social positive reinforcement

· Describe treatments for behavior maintained by social negative reinforcement

· Describe treatments for behavior maintained by nonsocial mechanisms

· Describe issues related to the functional analysis approach and the use of default treatments such as punishment

Course Materials:
· Chapter (available at Copypro, 1300 N. Hickory, 566-1151).
· A set of readings is available via Blackboard.  Please download and print these.

Performance Contingencies:


1) Study Questions: A set of study questions will be posted in the “Assignments” tab on Blackboard immediately after each class, corresponding to the reading assignment for the next class.  The questions will be posted in Word as attachments within the tab.  Please complete your assignments within the original Word document and attach that document as your submitted homework.  Homework will be due at the beginning of each class and late submissions will not be accepted (i.e., you must complete your study questions before coming to class).  The homework will consist of thought and content questions that you will be expected to answer (answers will typically be 3-4 sentences).  Your answers are expected to reflect YOUR ORIGINAL WORK – if you “share” your homework you will not receive credit and may be subject to additional sanctions.  Homework will be graded on a 10-pt scale.

2) Participation as Observer in Assessment & Treatment: Students will participate as observers and assistants in a service-learning project involving assessment and treatment of severe behavior disorders (2 hours/week, following initial in-class training).  No points will be awarded for this activity; however, students must complete their hourly requirement to receive credit for this course.

3) Tests: Three exams will be administered.  Each exam will cover material only for that section of the course (the final exam will not be cumulative).
Grades:


Study Guides           




220
Tests


           



300
Total possible points:




520


Grades:
A:  >468 (90%)




B:  >416 (80%)




C:  >364 (70%)

ADA Statement: The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to me before the 4th class meeting.
