University of North Texas
SPHS 4055 
Clinical Methods in Communication Disorders

Summer, 2014


Instructor: Becky McLain, MS, CCC-SLP

Office Address:  SPHS, Room 262
Email: Rebecca.McLain@unt.edu 


Hours: M, T, W by appointment
Phone: 940.369.7467




Teaching Assistant:  Alyssa Dienhart  

 





alyssadienhart@my.unt.edu 

Class meets Monday through Thursday from 10:00-11:50am in Sage 176. 
Course Description
Introduction to the processes involved in the assessment, diagnosis, and remediation of speech, language, and hearing disorders. Factors affecting these processes, such as service delivery, work settings, cultural and linguistic diversity, and public policy are addressed.

Course Format
The format for the course will be comprised of lectures, required readings, clinical case studies, and classroom discussions all directed toward facilitating students’ understanding of the nature of communication disorders and the impact of a communication disorder on an individual’s social, academic, and vocational success.

Course Objectives
At the conclusion of this course, it is anticipated students will be able to demonstrate knowledge in the following:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of professional issues such as the scope of practice of speech-language pathology and audiology, public laws affecting speech-language pathology and audiology; and the professional code of ethics.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the cultural and family considerations that impact clinical practice.

3. Define and explain principles and elements concerning assessment and intervention.

4. Demonstrate knowledge of the impact of technology on clinical service delivery and current trends in the field.
Course Requirements
Required Text:
Paul, Rhea, Introduction to Clinical Methods in Communication Disorders 2nd Edition. Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co., Baltimore, Maryland, 2007.
Course Grading:
· 6 assignments, 25 points each:  Total of 150 points
· 4 online assessments, 25 points each:  Total of 100 points
· 1 in-class assessment, 50 points:  Total of 50 points
· Final examination: 100 points
	Letter Grade (%)
	Point Scale

	A    (>90)
	360-400

	B    (80-89)
	320-359

	C    (70-79)
	280-319

	D    (60-69)
	240-279

	F    (<59)
	239 or less


Assessments/Exams: 
Students are expected to take assessments/exams on the date the exam is scheduled.  Make-up examinations are at the discretion of the instructor.

Online Assessments:  There will be 4 online assessments to be completed during a multiple day window.  Each assessment will be available only once, during the scheduled days.
In-class Assessment:  There will be one in-class assessment covering the laws and public policies affecting clinical practice.  Format will include multiple-choice and matching.

Final Exam: The final examination will assess student’s comprehensive understanding of course material/topics, with emphasis on integration/application of knowledge.  Format will be multiple-choice and matching.

Assignments:  All assignments must be submitted in hard copy during class on the date it is due.  If you cannot be in class on a due date, make arrangements for someone else to hand it in for you.  You may email it to the instructor on the due date before class begins and turn in a hard copy the next class period. Late assignments can be submitted within 24 hours of due time and will earn only 50% credit (10 points instead of 20 points). 
1. Student will be given case history forms completed by 2 different clients.  Student will write a case history for each client and develop questions to be asked in the interview.

2. Student will then write an assessment plan for each client.
3. Student will be given assessment results for the clients and will write behavioral objectives for the therapy plan.  You will need to determine how you will measure these goals in the therapy setting.
4. Student will plan a 30 minute therapy session for each client, implementing the behavioral goals.
5. Student will write a SOAP note for each therapy session
6. Student will write a progress note for school setting, and professional letter for clinical setting.
Attendance/Participation
Students who are actively engaged in the learning process learn and retain more information.  Regular attendance in class and active listening/participating in classroom discussion is necessary for optimal learning.  
Classroom Protocol
All cell phones and other electronic devices are to be used for educational purposes only when class is in session.  

Disability Accommodations  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Academic Misconduct 
Academic integrity is expected of all students at all times.  In accordance with UNT policy, breeches of academic integrity (including cheating, plagiarism, or falsification of academic records) may range from the loss of credit for a particular assignment to dismissal from the university.  Please review the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

Drop Information  
Please go to http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/scheduleclass.html for information regarding dropping a class. If you wish to drop a class after Census Date, you must have written consent from your professor

SPHS 4055 Course Calendar
The course descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  

Notes will be posted on Blackboard Learn prior to the class date.  
	Date
	Topic and reading assignments
	Assignments
	Assessments

	June 2
	Chapters 1 and 2
	
	

	June 3
	Chapters 2 and 10
	
	

	June 4
	Chapters 10 and 3
	
	

	June 5
	Chapters 3 and 4 
	
	

	June 6
	Chapter 3
Online – no onsite class
	#1 Case history
#2 Assessment plan

Both due Monday, June 9
	Online assessment #1


	June 9
	Chapters  5 and 6
	
	

	June 10
	Chapter 6
	
	

	June 11
	Chapter 6
	
	

	June 12
	Chapter 6
Online – no onsite class
	#3 Behavioral Objectives
#4 Therapy session plan

Both due Monday, June 16
	Online assessment #2

	June 16
	Chapters 7 and 12
	
	

	June 17
	Chapter 8
	
	

	June 18
	Chapter 8
	
	

	June 19
	Chapter 8
Online – no onsite class
	#5 SOAP notes, progress report, professional letter
Both due Monday, June 23
	Online assessment #3

	June 23
	Chapters 11 and 13
	
	

	June 24
	Chapters 11, 13, and 9
	
	

	June 25
	Chapter 9
	
	

	June 26
	Chapter 9
Online – no onsite class
	Public policies – complete review form 

Due Monday, June 30
	Online assessment #4

	June 30
	Chapter 9
	
	

	July 1
	In-class Exam
	
	In-class Exam Public Policies

	July 2
	Comprehensive Review
	
	

	July 3
	Final Exam
	
	Comprehensive


4

