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SYLLABUS
THIS IS A 100% ONLINE CLASS

COURSE  INFORMATION
Sexuality and Aging, Fall 2012  * AGER 4750 Section, 900 (35034) and 950 (35035) * 3 Credit Hours  
CONTACT  INFORMATION
Rebekah Knight, MS, PHR, PhD Candidate – Teaching Fellow
Department of Sociology, Applied Gerontology Program - Chilton Hall, #300
Office hours  - 1:00pm to 4:00 pm Thursdays, or other days by appointment
Email address – Use the messaging/email through the course or use Rebekah.Knight@unt.edu 

Syllabus and Timeline Change Policy
All important information for this course should be able to be found either in this Syllabus or the accompanying Timeline (found under another link).  Therefore, most questions about this course and the guidelines should be able to be answered with these two documents.  The University attorney advises faculty members to notify students that the syllabus and timeline used for this course are not contracts and are therefore subject to change. The goal is to adhere to the schedules provided, but it is important to note that changes may be necessary to meet unforeseen needs and events. 

Course Pre-requisites
There is no pre-requisite course or instructor permission needed for this course. 

Materials – Text, Readings, Supplementary Readings 
There is no required textbook.  The required readings will be available through this course.  Other journal articles and information required for assignments can be found through the UNT Library @ www.unt.edu  
Course Description
One of the most pervasive myths of aging is that older people are non-sexual. This course challenges popular stereotypes and examines sexual attitudes, activity and behavior as people age. In addition to common social beliefs and attitudes that may affect the opportunity for sexual expression among older adults, biological changes and sexual response are explored, as are other aspects of intimacy important to aging individuals. 
Learning Objectives
Students completing this course should be able to:

1.
Provide a general description of the key issues related to sexuality and aging.

2.
Understand the myths and barriers about sex and the elderly.

3.
Understand the issues related to alternative lifestyles and the elderly in families, society and in housing.
4.
Identify sex drugs and their risks and contexts of use and understand the sexual activity of the elderly.
5.
Be able to research, write, and discuss these topics in an academic and professional manner. 
Course Competencies
This course offers analysis of the sexual experiences and practices of our aging population. Topics include the myths and barriers, sexual activity, problems and perceptions of aging, alternative lifestyles, and sexually transmitted diseases.

Teaching Philosophy
Online courses work best for students who are self-motivated and self-driven.  To best benefit from this course, it is vital that each student participate in the course discussions, activities, and assignments as scheduled on the timeline provided.   It is also expected that each student will share academic research and information, academic websites, and academically sound peer reviewed articles and/books with each other via the discussion tools to assist each other with the learning process of this topic.  It is my responsibility to provide you a platform of information to begin discussions from.  As seniors, it is your job to build on that platform.  
What Makes a Successful Online Student?
Self Evaluation for Potential Online Students
 

Technical Requirements / Assistance
The following information has been provided to assist you in preparation for the technological aspect of the course. 

Hardware and software necessary to use Blackboard Learn: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk
Browser requirements: http://kb.blackboard.com/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=84639794
Computer and Internet Literacy: http://clt.odu.edu/oso/index.php?src=pe_comp_lit
Necessary plug-ins: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/bblearn/
Internet Access with compatible web browser  
Word Processor 

 Access and Log in Information

This course was developed and will be facilitated utilizing the University of North Texas’ Learning Management System, Blackboard Learn. To get started with the course, please go to: https://learn.unt.edu
You will need your EUID and password to log in to the course.  If you do not know your EUID or have forgotten your password, please go to: http://ams.unt.edu. 

Student Resources

As a student, you have access to Blackboard’s On Demand Learning Center for Students  and Blackboard Help for Students.  It is recommended that you become familiar with the tools and tutorials to better equip you to navigate the course. 

Student Support


The University of North Texas provides student technical support in the use of Blackboard and supported resources. The student help desk may be reached at: 
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu
Phone: 940.565-2324
In Person: SYMR, Rm. 119

Regular hours are maintained to provide support to students. Please refer to the website (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/hours.htm) for updated hours. 

Interaction with Instructor Statement
To discuss any aspect of the technical parts of the course, please contact the Student Resources and/or the Student Support listed above.  The primary tool that will be used to communicate about the course materials, the syllabus, or the timeline will be the course message system or the announcement system.  Responses should be received within 48-72 hours.  If necessary, use the additional UNT email of Rebekah.Knight@unt.edu 
 Course Organization 
The course is organized into weekly learning modules where the student can find the information to read and learn each week, links to articles, and discussion links.  Additional assessment and assignment links and drop boxes may also be found in the weekly learning modules as well as on the left side of the main course page.  
What Should Students Do First
Week One introduction assignment and the zip code survey should be done first.  Careful reading of the entire syllabus and the timeline should also be done the first week.  

Course Requirements
1. The student will access and follow all course instructions found in the weekly/unit content area of the
Blackboard course, on the provided Timeline, and in this Syllabus.
2. The student will review all online lectures and articles provided in the Weekly Modules.
3.  The student will complete the assigned ‘online’ exams by accessing the ‘assessment’ tool in the Blackboard

 course.  
4.  The student will post and respond to posted online course discussion questions using the Blackboard 


Discussion tool.
5.  The student will complete and submit assignments electronically using the Blackboard assignment drop box

 tool/tab.

6. The student will complete the research paper and Power Point project in accordance with the instructions

given in this syllabus and the online course. 

 Grade Requirements / Student Evaluation
	Course Grading

	Project Power Point Presentation
	10%

	Research Paper
	10%

	Journal Article Reviews and Discussion  3 @ 5% Each
	15%

	Discussion Assignments  13@ 2% Each  (1 extra point)
	25%

	Midterm Exam
	20%

	Final Exam
	20%

	Total
	100%


Grading Scale
A=90 to 100% * B=80 to 89% * C=70 to 79% * D=60 to 69% * F=0 to 59%

****************************************************************************************

No late work will be accepted after the week closes.  This is a senior level course.  All work is due every Tuesday, every week.  Timely communication with the instructor is important if a certified medical issue or a family death occurs that restricts the ability to complete assignments on time. 
***************************************************************************************
Assignments and Assessments
This course is made up of a series of assignments and assessments to assist you in achieving the course learning objectives/outcomes. Each week you will work on various combinations of assignments, discussions, readings, research, etc. which will be made available to you each Wednesday and close on the following Tuesday.  No exceptions.

APA form and style must be used in all written assignments including discussions.  For tips and writing assistance go to Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ and  use of Son of Citation Machine: APA Format, http://citationmachine.net/index.php?callstyle=2&all=  is recommended. Use correct grammar (no slang), correct punctuation, check spelling and cite resources and references to support your statements.  As with all written assignments, references are to be listed at the end of all course documents and formatted as described in the APA style manual.  All assignments turned in need to have the student’s name and title of document submitted (ex. “Knight, Rebekah – Discussion Week 4”, or “Knight, Rebekah – Power Point”.
1.  
Journal Article Reviews (total 15%)

For each of the required article reviews, students will choose an academic peer reviewed article from the literature that addresses a topic related to Sexuality and Aging. It must be from a professional journal such as Journal of Gerontology, Journal of Applied Gerontology, Gerontologist, Educational Gerontology, etc. All are found in the UNT Library online.  Give a brief summary of the article and the findings. Analyze how that article applies to the topics being discussed in this class. Also, include a conclusion based on your ideas, attitudes, and/or impressions about the topic or research the article covers. Write 2 pages - 12 point font, 1.5 line spacing with your reference at the top of your review in APA Style.    Please write in your own words –and quote sparingly.  Cite material from the article you are reviewing with page numbers from article (pg.2)  When choosing articles, be thinking if this particular subject is what you want to build your research paper and your power point around as well.  Insert your name and document title on all work submitted to this course.
· Journal Article Review - 1: Due Sept 11th - Week-2 - 5%

· Journal Article Review - 2: Due September 25th - Week-4 - 5%

· Journal Article Review - 3: Due October 9th - Week-6 - 5% 

2.
Research Paper (10%) - Due November 6th
Prepare a research paper on a topic of your own choosing dealing with sexuality and aging. If you so choose, you can build your paper around one of the topics you wrote about in your Journal Article Reviews.  By writing this mini-research paper you will demonstrate your ability to describe and synthesize what you have learned and build on those topics from your own frame of reference.  You will also demonstrate your writing and research skills. The length for the paper is a minimum of eight pages and up to 10 pages, double spaced, with 1 inch margins using 12 point font.  These eight pages do not include the reference page.  For your reference page, you must have at least three or more peer-reviewed references for your paper.  You will not get full credit without eight pages of content and three peer-reviewed journal references.   Insert your name and document title on all work submitted to this course.
3.
Power Point Presentation (10%) – Due November 20th

Research and prepare an educational PowerPoint presentation that would provide seniors in the community with information on the topic of sexuality and aging. If you so choose, you can build your power point around one of the topics you wrote about in your Journal Article Reviews or your research paper.   The length for the presentation should be a minimum of eight to 12 slides.  Submit to the drop box on or before November 20th.  Also, save your PowerPoint as a PDF file and attach it to a posting in the Week 12 Discussion area.  DO NOT POST YOUR ORIGINAL POWERPOINTS - JUST THE PDF VERSION.   Insert your name and document title on all work submitted to this course.
How to save PPT as PDF http://office.microsoft.com/
4.
Discussion Forums.  (25%) - 2 pts. every week.  Open Wednesday to Tuesday only. No late pts.

The discussion forums are where weekly topics and questions will be addressed.  (Discussion equals class participation.)  To receive full credit, every week each student must post an original post in the weekly discussion with their name on it and the topic to discuss.  This post must be composed of professional or academic research information or relevance and must not be a personal opinion.  Then, spend time commenting, giving opinions, and learning from each other’s posts.   Your contributions to the discussion forums will be graded for quality not quantity, timeliness of your contributions, and a detailed analysis of linking together theory (readings) to application.  Please see links below for etiquette/protocol for participating in the online discussion board. 
- http://www.ic.sunysb.edu/Class/che326ff/discussion_board/etiquette.pdf
- http://online.uwc.edu/technology/onlEtiquette.asp
Discussions will be open for one week only and close after that week.  NO additional grades will be given for late postings.  This is 1/4th of your entire grade.  You are seniors and know how to do this already.  See Discussion Grading Rubric.

Discussion Board Grading Rubric

Each of your Weekly ASSIGNED discussion posts are viewed by instructor using the following rubric: 

	Points
	Interpretation
	Grading Criteria

	2.0
	Excellent 
(A)
	The comment is accurate, original, and relevant; teaches us something new, and is well written. Adds substantial teaching presence to the course, and stimulate additional thought about the issue(s) under discussion. Not a personal opinion.

	1.5
	Above Average (B)
	The comment lacks at least one of the above qualities, but is above average in quality. Makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the issue(s) being discussed. Not a personal opinion.

	1.0
	Average 

(C)
	The comment lacks two or three of the required qualities. 

	0.5
	Minimal 
(D)
	The comment presents little or no new information. However, half point comments may provide important social presence and contribute to a collegial atmosphere.

	0
	Unacceptable
	No comment, the comment adds no value, or the comment is posted past the weekly Tuesday cut-off date.


5.
Exams.  (40%) There will be a Midterm and a Final exam given in this course.  All exam questions are from materials presented in this course.  Both exams will be in essay form.  On the scheduled dates, the instructor will release the essay questions for each exam.  You will have at least one week to complete each exam.  Answer the questions using a Word document.  Submit the exam to the instructor using the Assignment Dropbox link on or before the due dates. Insert your name and document title on all documents submitted to this course.


Midterm Exam – Due October 23rd – Essay questions will be available Oct. 17th – 23rd  

Final Exam – Due December 8th – Essay questions will be available Nov. 28th – Dec 8th 
Course Evaluation
The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT.  This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching.  I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in the course.  
Scholarly Expectations 

All works submitted for credit must be original works created by the scholar uniquely for the class.  It is considered inappropriate and unethical, particularly at the graduate level, to make duplicate submissions of a single work for credit in multiple classes, unless specifically requested by the instructor.   
Late Work 

****************************************************************************************

No late work will be accepted after the week closes.  This is a senior level course.  All work is due every Tuesday, every week.  Timely communication with the instructor is important if a certified medical issue or a family death occurs that restricts the ability to complete assignments on time. 

*************************************************************************************************
Class Participation

Students are required to login regularly to the online class site. The instructor will use the tracking feature in Blackboard to monitor student activity. Students are also required to participate in all class activities such as discussion boards, assessments and assignments. 
Incompletes
Applied Gerontology courses prepare students for responsible roles in professional health and social service organizations. Students are, therefore, expected to complete all course assignments and examinations in a timely fashion. While the option of granting Incompletes remains with the individual course instructor, the Applied Gerontology faculty has adopted the following guidelines: 

· Incompletes will be granted only in extenuating circumstances of serious illness or family disruption. 
· Students are expected to make-up all incomplete coursework within 60 days of the start of the following semester. 

If the department's Academic Program Coordinator does not receive a final grade or description of special arrangements from the instructor within the allotted time, the University Registrar will be directed to enter a Permanent Incomplete.

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Cheating and plagiarism are serious matters. The usual penalties for these offenses include failure for the assignment, failure in the course, and a written report to the Dean of Students. Plagiarism is the act of taking the ideas and/or words of others and presenting them as your own. If you are uncertain how to cite your sources, please see web links with assistance in this syllabus or contact the UNT Library for instruction.  
Copyright Notice

Some of the materials on this course Web site may be protected by copyright. Federal copyright law prohibits the reproduction, distribution, public performance, or public display of copyrighted materials without the express and written permission of the copyright owner, unless fair use or another exemption under copyright law applies.  Additional copyright information may be located at: http://copyright.unt.edu/content/unt-copyright-policies. 
 Syllabus and Timeline Change Policy
The University attorney advises faculty members to notify students that the syllabus and timeline are not contracts and is therefore subject to change. We will try to adhere to the schedule provided, but it is important to note that changes may be necessary to meet unforeseen needs and events. 
Policy on Server Unavailability or Other Technical Difficulties 

The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any problems to the instructor and also contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the earliest possible time.
Student Conduct and Discipline
 
Please refer to the UNT Student Handbook or your department regarding the Student Code of Conduct Policy.

Academic Honesty Policy

You are encouraged to become familiar with the University's Policy of Academic dishonesty found in the Student Handbook. The content of the Handbook applies to this course.   
ADA Policy

The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found here. Also, you may visit the Office of Disability Accommodation in the University Union (room 321) or call us at (940) 565-4323.

Add/Drop Policy

Please refer to the UNT Student Handbook or your department regarding the Add/Drop Policy.

 Federal Regulation on Immigrations and Customs Enforcement for F-1 Students taking Online Courses
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov. The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f) (6) (i) (G)” and can be found buried within this document:  http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&PART=214&SECTION=2&TYPE=TEXT 
For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.

University of North Texas Compliance on the Immigration Regulations
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course. If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of the start of the course.(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.

Additional Resources

UNT Portal: http://my.unt.edu
UNT Blackboard Learn Student Resources: Technical Support: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/
UNT Library Information for Off-Campus Users: 
http://www.library.unt.edu/services/for-special-audiences/offcampus/information-for-off-campus-users
UNT Computing and Information Technology Center: http://citc.unt.edu/services-solutions/students
Computer Labs: http://www.gacl.unt.edu/
Thank you,

Professor Knight and TA David Comeau
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