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Contact Information 
Spencer Keralis, Research Associate Professor 

Willis Library 086 

Office Hours: Tu 3-5, Th 9-11, or by appointment  

(940) 369-6884 

spencer.keralis@unt.edu 

Required Texts 
Please purchase the edition specified so we’re all on the same page. Use the ISBN at your retailer of 

choice to ensure that you’re getting the right edition. Additional readings will be linked from Blackboard. 

Author Title Publisher ISBN 

Norton Anthology of American Literature, 

Vols A & B (8th Edition) 

Norton Critical 9780393913095 

Course Goals 
There are three broad goals for this course: to instill an appreciation for different genres of literature 

and to develop skills in literary analysis; to give students the opportunity to think broadly about the 

development of the American literary canon; and to give students a framework for encountering literary 

traditions movements, themes, genres, and historical/cultural contexts associated with American texts 

and authors.  

A small word of caution: 

Many of the texts in this course address adult themes, sometimes using adult language, and may contain 

frank representations of racial discrimination and violence, discrimination and violence against 

individuals because of their sexuality, gender discrimination and violence against women, and religious 

discrimination and violence motivated by and against specific religions. Students are expected to 

approach these issues with maturity and respect. Conversation must in all cases be courteous, and 

honor difference as represented in these texts, and as represented by your classmates. Students should 

expect a certain amount of discomfort in discussing these issues, but are strongly encouraged to talk 

about that discomfort in class and with the instructor. See “Acceptable Student Behavior” below. 

Course Policies 

Communication 
UNT-provided email is the official mode of communication for this class.  

Attendance 
This is not a lecture course. A significant portion of the learning in this course will come from in class 

discussion. As such, attendance is required. You may have two unexcused absences. Being more than 15 
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minutes tardy for a class will count as an unexcused absence. Your grade will be impacted by 1/3 a grade 

level for each unexcused absence. (So if you otherwise have an A in the course, if you have four 

unexcused absences, you will receive a B for the course.) In class work including quizzes, group activities, 

and in class writing cannot be made up. 

Excused absences for religious observance, sport participation, or other authorized official university 

activity must be cleared with the instructor in advance. Absence due to illness must be accompanied by 

a physician’s note to be excused. In the event of an excused absence, an alternative to in class work may 

be assigned. 

Participation 

All students are expected to be actively engaged in class discussion, peer review, and other activities. 

Failure to engage in class will negatively impact your participation grade. All students are expected to 

come to Office Hours at least once during the semester.  

All students are expected to be on time for class, to have completed the assigned reading for that 

session, to come prepared with writing materials including pen and paper, to bring the assigned text to 

class.  

Technology in class 

Laptops and tablets are acceptable in class for taking notes and accessing course materials only. Any 

student using laptops or tablets for social media, email, or other activities unrelated to class will lose 

their tech privileges for the rest of the semester and receive a 0 for participation for that session. 

Mobile phones must be powered off and put away during class. Use of a mobile phone during class will 

result in loss of tech privileges for the rest of the semester and a 0 for participation for that session. 

Deadlines 

We do not have due dates in this course, we have deadlines. As such, you may submit your work any 

time between the date you receive the assignment and the deadline. Plan accordingly. Late work will 

not be accepted. 

Citations & Plagiarism 

Citations should follow Modern Language Association standards.  

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment. Additionally, 

the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. A second 

offense of any sort will result in a failing grade for the class, and referral to the Dean of Students for 

further disciplinary action. See: “Academic Integrity” below. 

Grades 

Your grade has four parts: 

1. Participation 20% 

Includes Attendance, In Class Participation, Office Hours Attendance, and In Class Activities 

(quizzes, group activities, etc.).  

2. Midterm Exam 20% 

3. Papers 20% each 

Two 5-7 page short papers 
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4. Final Exam 20% 

 

You must complete all assignments to receive a passing grade in the course. If you choose to skip any 

one of the assignments, exams, or papers, or receive a failing grade in participation, you will receive an F 

in the course. 

Grade Scale 

Grades will conform to this scale. A detailed rubric describing the criteria for earning your grade will be 

given with each assignment. 

Grade Description 

A Excellent work. Exceeds the expectations of the assignment. Demonstrates exceptional 
understanding of the materials and mastery of concepts. 

B Good work. Meets the expectations of the assignment. Demonstrates understanding of 
the materials and competency with concepts. 

C Fair Work. Meets some of the expectations of the assignment. Indicates some 
understanding of materials and moderate engagement with concepts. 

D Unacceptable. Does not meet expectations of the assignment. Indicates lack of 
understanding of the materials and lack of engagement with concepts. Indicates an 
attempt to complete the assignment. 

F Failing work.  

See also: http://registrar.unt.edu/grades/understand-your-grade-report  

Schedule 
This schedule is subject to change with notice. Please refer to Announcements and the weekly Learning 

Modules on Blackboard for the most current assignments and deadlines. 

Date Reading Assignment 

W 1/20 Introduction, Syllabus Review Purchase textbooks 
 

F 1/22 Norton A: Beginnings to 1700; Stories of the Beginning 
of the World  (NAA 3-34) 
Genesis 1:1-2:3; 2:4-2:25 (KJV, Blackboard) 

 

M 1/25 Norton A: Williams (NAA 194-204) 
The Algonquin Bible (Blackboard/Early American 
Imprints) 

 

W 1/27 Norton A: Columbus, De Las Casas, Cabeza De Vaca 
(NAA 34-51) 
The Oatmeal: Columbus Day (Blackboard) 

Assign Paper 1 

F 1/29 Norton A: First Encounters; Smith (NAA 52-99)  

M 2/1 Norton A: Native American Trickster Tales (NAA 100-
120) 

Thesis & Citation Deadline 

W 2/3 Norton A: Bradford, Morton; Mather, “Life of Bradford” 
(NAA 121-165; 333-339) 

 

F 2/5 Norton A: Winthrop; Mather, “Life of John Winthrop”  
(NAA 165-186; 340-354) 

 

http://registrar.unt.edu/grades/understand-your-grade-report


Keralis  ENGL3830.001 
 

4 
 

M 2/8 Norton A: Bay Psalm Book, Bradstreet, Wigglesworth, 
Taylor (NAA 186-192; 207-255; 289-307) 

Paper 1 Draft Deadline 

W 2/10 Norton A: Rowlandson; Mather “Wonders” (NAA 256-
288; 327-333) 

 

F 2/12 Norton A: American Literature 1700-1800; Sewall, 
“Diary”; Knight (NAA 307-324; 365-390) 

 

M 2/15 Norton A: Byrd, Edwards (NAA 390-409, 430-441)  

W 2/17 Norton A: Franklin, (NAA 455-463, 481-596)  

F 2/19 Norton A: Native Americans: Contact and Conflict; 
Woolman (NAA 442-455; 596-604) 

Paper 1 Deadline 

M 2/22 Norton A: Crevecoeur, Adams (NAA 604-639)  

W 2/24 Norton A: Paine, Jefferson (NAA 639-653; 659-661; 668-
677) 

 

F 2/26 Norton A: Jefferson, “Autobiography”; Federalist (661-
667; 677-686) 
Declaration of Independence, U. S. Constitution 
(Handout) 

 

M 2/29 Norton A: Women’s Poetry from Manuscript to Print 
(NAA 722-737) 

 

W 3/2 Norton A: Freneau, Wheatley (NAA 756-774)  

F 3/4 Norton A: Tyler (NAA 775-816)  

M 3/7 Norton A: Foster (NAA 817-851)  

W 3/9 Norton A: Foster (NAA 851-916)  

F 3/11 MIDTERM EXAM  

3/14-20 SPRING BREAK 

M 3/21 Norton B: American Literature 1820-1865; Native 
Americans: Removal & Resistance; Apess 

 

W 3/23 Sewall, “Selling of Joseph” (NAA 323-326); Norton B: 
Slavery, Race and the Making of American Literature 

 

F 3/25 Norton B: Irving,   

M 3/28 Norton B: Sedgwick, Cooper (Pioneers) Assign Paper 2 

W 3/30 Norton B: Sigourney, Bryant, Schoolcraft  

F 4/1 Norton B: Emerson   

M 4/4 Norton B: Thoreau, Fuller Thesis & Citation Deadline 

W 4/6 Norton B: Hawthorne, Melville (“Mosses”)  

F 4/8 Norton B: Hawthorne  

M 4/11 Norton B: Longfellow, Whittier Paper 2 Draft Deadline 

W 4/13 Norton B: Poe  

F 4/15 Norton B: Lincoln; Section, Region, Nation, Hemisphere  

M 4/18 Norton B: Jacobs, Harper, Douglass  

W 4/20 Norton B: Stowe  

F 4/22 Norton B: Stowe  

M 4/25 Norton B: Dickinson  

W 4/27 Norton B: Davis, Alcott  

F 4/29 Norton B: Whitman Paper 2 Deadline 

M 5/2 Norton B: Melville  
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W 5/4 Norton B: Melville  

F 5/6 Reading Day (no class)  

 FINAL EXAM TBD  

 

University Policies 

Acceptable Student Behavior 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 

at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 

instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 

violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 

instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 

etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://deanofstudents.unt.edu. 

Academic Integrity 

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment. Additionally, 

the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the 

UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in 

taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized 

by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other 

assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a 

faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a 

paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other 

act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: 

a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work 

of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent 

unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term 

papers or other academic materials. A second offense of any sort will result in a failing grade for the 

class, and referral to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action. 

Access to Information - Eagle Connect 

Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at http://www.my.unt.edu. All 

official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more 

information, please visit: http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/  

ADA Statement 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 

Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) 

to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter 

to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You 

may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be 

provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students 

must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty 

member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 

http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://www.my.unt.edu/
http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/
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Accommodation website at http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565-

4323. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an 

emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical 

spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the 

phones of all active faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at 

http://www.my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) know the evacuation 

routes and severe weather shelter areas in the buildings where your classes are held, 2) determine how 

you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and 3) identify where you will 

go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, please refer to 

Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

Retention of Student Records 

Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 

All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration 

of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed 

via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe 

electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, 

information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written 

consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the 

following link: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html  

SPOT Evaluations 

Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The SPOT Evaluation 

is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available at the end of 

the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. 

Succeed at UNT 
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help 

you learn and grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a 

student. Here’s how to succeed at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. 

Stay focused. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, 

go http://success.unt.edu/. 

  

http://disability.unt.edu/
http://www.my.unt.edu/
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html
http://success.unt.edu/
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Acknowledgement 
I acknowledge that I have read and understand the expectations and responsibilities described in the 

Course Policies, and understand the requirements for success in this course. 

 

              

 Print Name      Signature 

 

              

EUID       Date 

 

Spencer D. C. Keralis            

Instructor Name     Instructor Signature 

 

              

       Date 

 


