BEHV 3660
SURVEY OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS LITERATURE

TT 2:00-3:20                         Spring 2011                             WH  312
Instructor:
Sandy Magee, M.S., BCBA



Department of Behavior Analysis
                        Chilton Hall 360H

(972) 989-5117 (cell)


sandy.magee3660@live.comsandy.magee4310@live.comsandy.magee4310@live.comsandy.magee4310@live.comsandy.magee4310@live.com
Office Hours:  by appointment
TA:  
Bailey Devine,  B.S.  
Department of Behavior Analysis
            360 Chilton Hall

bailey.devine@gmail.com
Background:
This course exposes students to recent literature in the application of behavioral principles toward socially significant behavior change.  In addition to reading the research literature, students will receive instruction in critical reading and reviewing skills as well as conceptual foundations and historical antecedents to the applied behavior analysis literature.  Research topics covered include applications in developmental disabilities; citizenship, community, and socio-cultural issues; classrooms; and others.  Conceptual issues, such as motivation and verbal behavior, will also be covered.

Essential Academic Competencies:  

· Describe and discuss dimensions of applied behavior analysis

· Describe essential elements of a research paper (e.g., adequate introduction, technically sound descriptions of procedures, experimental design, well-defined and measured dependent and independent variables, reasonable interpretations)

· Develop critical reviews of papers including strengths, weaknesses, and ideas for further investigation
· Utilize library, internet, and other resources to access relevant studies in the literature

Course Materials:

1)  JABA SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are $16 for students.  Subscribers will receive all the print issues published in the subscription year. Subscriptions include online access to all articles immediately upon publication. 
Send orders to: Kathy Hill, Business Manager, Department of Applied Behavioral Science, 1000 Sunnyside Ave., KU, Lawrence, KS 66045-2133. e-mail: behavior@mail.ku.edu
Telephone: 916-482-2426.  FAX: 916-482-2330. Checks should be made payable to “JABA”. VISA and MasterCard are accepted for all orders.
2)  READING PACKET  

CopyPro Copy Center
, 1300 W Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201  (940) 566-1151
Other materials may be made available either as in-class handouts, on reserve at the library, or at the Department of Behavior Analysis.  It is strongly suggested that students copy and retain all readings for future reference.
Performance Contingencies:

1. Class Discussion:  Students will be expected to actively participate in discussions of assigned readings.

2. Assigned Readings (Summaries/Critiques):  Students will keep a 2-pocket folder containing summaries/critiques of class readings identified with a “*” on the reading schedule.  Summaries/critiques should be approximately 1 ½ typewritten pages in length and critiques will follow a structured format.  Note:  For each article that contains a set of study questions at the end, students may either complete a critique OR answer the discussion questions at the end of the article.  Five of your critiques will be randomly selected and graded for content quality using a 20-point scale.  You will also receive 5 points for each of the other assigned and completed summaries/critiques.

3. Outside Readings (Critiques):  In addition to the assigned readings, each student will be required to complete 5 critiques of research studies related to the 5 subject matter areas of the course [See reading schedule  "*Outside Readings & Presentations Due (1-5)"].  Students are responsible for locating outside readings, which may be drawn from reference sections of relevant class readings or a search of the JABA abstracts.  (Note: Outside readings must be applied research studies, not experimental or discussion articles.  The research article must be at least 5 pages in length.  Your commentary should be approximately 1 ½ typewritten pages.)  You may follow the same format used for assigned critiques (see next page).  ALL of these will be graded on a 20-point scale based on overall quality of your critique.  In addition, all students will present one of the 5 outside reading critiques (40 pts) to the class on a prescheduled date.  Articles selected for presentations must fit the current subject matter/be appropriate for the topic being discussed in class at the time of your presentation (see parts II-VI on the course schedule). The remaining 4 outside readings that you do NOT present to the class are due in your folder on the same day(s) that oral presentations are scheduled for others (see reading schedule).
4. Student folders will be collected for grading at random times during the semester.  Folders with all summaries, critiques, etc.  are due at that time.  Late assignments will not be accepted.
Grades:


Assigned Reading Critiques (randomly selected & graded)  (5 x 20 pts)

100


Points for completion of all assigned commentaries       
(15 x 5 pts)

  75

Outside Reading Critiques       
           
(graded)     
(4 x 20 pts)

  80

In-class presentation of outside reading     
(graded)      
(1 x 40 pts)

  40

Total possible points:








295
A:   (90%)
  B:   (80%)
     C:   (70%)

D:   (60%)

* While we encourage students to work together, assignment sharing is not acceptable.  File sharing, copied & pasted portions, & assignments duplicated from previous semesters will result in a zero and possible further disciplinary action.

ADA Statement:  The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to me before the 4th class meeting.
ELEMENTS OF A BRIEF CRITIQUE
To receive a grade, you must put your name & the first author’s last name & year of publication in this area on page 1 of each of your critiques.  See sample critique online

What led up to this study?
Experimental question/purpose

Participant(s) & Setting(s)
Experimental Design(s)

IV(s) & DV(s)
Basic Procedures description

Describe Results 

Conclusions
Strengths

Weaknesses

What would you do next?

A-B-A-E-C-T-G
* (Use for Research Articles only.  Simply summarize main points of Discussion articles assigned.)

