Principles of Language Study, Fall 2010

LING 3060.001, M/W/F 10-10:50AM, LANG 223

LING 3060.002, M/W/F 11-11:50AM, LANG 104 

Instructor: Dr. Sadaf Munshi; Email: sadafmunshi@unt.edu 

Office Hours: W/F 12-1:00PM and by appointment (LANG 407D)
Teaching Assistant/Grader: Andrew Barron; Email: AndrewBarron@my.unt.edu
Office Hours: TBA
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is an introductory linguistics course which will introduce students to the field of linguistics -- the scientific study of language. We will focus on various aspects of language: the structure of language (phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax), language acquisition, language use, language variation, and language change. We will examine the ways in which linguists analyze and describe language, what we "know" when we use a language, and what language reveals about human beings and human culture. We will also learn how to apply what we learn about language structure to analyze language data from English and other languages of the world. 
GRADING:

Tests – 60%
Homework Assignments - 30%

Attendance and classroom participation - 10%

There will be THREE tests (each worth 20% of the total grade) and FIVE assignments (each worth 6% of total grade). These will be on specific topics covered during a specific periods (Refer to Course Schedule for details). Any changes to the schedule will be announced on the Blackboard. Attendance and participation in the classroom discussions is very important.   
TEXTBOOK:
Bregman, C Hall & M Ross. Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to Language and Linguistics (10th Edition). Ohio State University.
Additional resources will be used in this course which will be made available to the students.
Course Schedule for Linguistics 3060, Fall 2010 (Tentative)

Week 1 
Aug 27
Introduction

Topic 1
PHONETICS
Week 2 
Aug 30-Sept 3
Introduction
Sound Production

Sound Classes


Week 3

Sept 8-Sept 10
Articulation of Sounds: Consonants
 


Articulation of Sounds: Vowels





Speech Production and Articulatory Processes
 
*Sept. 6: Labor Day (No Class)
Week 4

Sept 13- 17
Transcribing Speech Sounds: IPA 





Transcription Problems and Phonetic Games




Suprasegmentals
Topic 2
PHONOLOGY
Week 5

Sept 20-24
Introduction 
Phoneme vs. Allophone




Distribution of sounds


*Sept. 24: Homework 1 due.
Week 6

Sept 27-Oct 1
Phonology Problems

Phonological Processes



 

Phonotactics 
Week 7

Oct 4-8

Phonology Summary

*Phonetics and Phonology Review*


*Oct 8

***Phonetics and Phonology Test***

Topic 3
MORPHOLOGY
Week 8

Oct 11-15
Basic Concepts 
Structure of Words


 

Bound and Free Morphemes

*Oct. 15: Homework 2 due.
Week 9

Oct 18-22
Morphological Processes




Inflectional vs. Derivational Morphology




Morphology Problems

Topic 4
SYNTAX
Week 10
Oct 25-29
Basic Concepts and Syntactic Constituents





Phrase Structure Rules





Underlying and Derived Phrase Structure


*Oct. 29: Homework 3 due.
Week 11
Nov 1-5
Continuency Tests





Syntax Summary



Nov 5

Review for Test 2 (Morphology and Syntax)
Week 12
Nov 8

*** Test 2: Morphology and Syntax ***

Topic 5
LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY

(Week 12)
Nov 10-12
Dialectal Variation: Regional and Social Dialects




Video: American Tongues (56 mins.)
Week 13
Nov 15-19
Variation in Language Use (Styles, Slang, Jargon, Taboo…..)

Language and Gender: Video He Said, She Said (55 mins.)

*Nov. 19: Homework 4 due.
Topic 6
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Week 14
Nov 22-24
First and Second Language Acquisition





Bilingualism: Types of Bilinguals


*Nov 26: Thanksgiving (No Class)
Topic 7
LANGUAGE CHANGE  
Week 15
Nov 29-Dec 3
Lexical and Semantic Change; Language Classification





Language Endangerment and Death; Video The Linguists (65 mins)
Week 16
Dec 6-10
Language Contact: Lexical Borrowings; Pidgins and Creoles
Dec 10

Wrap-up and Review for Test 3 (Topics 5, 6 and 7) 


Week 17
***Test 3** Date TBA

*Dec 14: Homework 5 due. 
Important:

I. The Department of Linguistics and Technical Communication cooperates with the Office of

Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with

disabilities. If you have a disability, which requires accommodation under the terms of the

Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please provide your

request by email within the first week.

“The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal

equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.

With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to

section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same

opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.”

II. You must inform either the professor or the teaching assistant in advance of any circumstance

that will cause you to miss a scheduled test or assignment. There will be no make-ups except under extreme circumstances.

III. Each student is expected to do his or her own work. Plagiarism and cheating - academic dishonesty - are serious offenses and will not be tolerated in this class. Students who plagiarize or cheat will be referred to the office of the provost and will receive a failing grade in the class. For more information on the university's policy on academic dishonesty please consult the UNT Code of Student Conduct and

Discipline at http://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2004-05/upolicies.html.

IV. Drop Information http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html
