AGER 5560 Seminar in Minority Aging 
Fall   2011
Instructor: 
S.R. Ingman, Ph.D. 
Professor of Applied Gerontology, 


      Department of Sociology and Applied Gerontology 
          Office:  Chilton Hall, Room 308K 
          Phone:  940/565-2298 / Home Number  940 566 6151 
Texts: 
Olsen, Gregg M., The Politics of the Welfare State: Canada, Sweden, and the United States Ontario: Oxford University Press, 2001. 
Sokolovsky, Jay, (2nd eds) The Cultural Context of Aging: Worldwide Perspectives    London: Sage, 1997.  

Supplemental Papers are provided on Course Web Site. 
Required and Non-required  Reading. 
Supplemental Resources (Not Required): 

Neil Gilbert Transformation of the Welfare State: The Silent Surrender of Public Responsibility, Oxford University Press, 2004.

S. Eve, B. Havens, S. Ingman, (eds.) Canadian Health Care:  Lessons for the United States, University Press of America, 1995. $10.00.Call 940 565 4863 

  Kinoshita, Y., Kiefer, C. (1992).  Refuge of the Honored:  Social Organization in a Japanese Retirement Community.  Berkley, CA:  University of California Press (UNT Library:  HQ106.2. J3 K 56 1992). 

Thursz, C. Nusberg, C., Prather, J. (1995).  Empowering Older People:  An International Approach.  Westpoint, CT:  Auburn Press. 

Ingman, S. et. al. (eds.) An Aging Planet, An Aging Population, A Sustainable Future. TIREA, UNT, 1995.  Come by  308K to secure free copy.   
Markides, K. S. & Miranda, M.R. (eds).  Minorities, Aging, and Health.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage, 1997.  
 Minkler, M., Estes, C. (eds).  Critical Perspectives on Aging:  The Political and Moral Economy of Growing Old. Amityville, NY: Baywood 1991.   
Couper, D. & Pratt, F. (1999)  Learning for Longer Life.  Denton, TX:  UNT Press. Come by 308K Chilton to secure copy. 
Keith, Jennie et al The Aging Experience: Diversity and Communality Across Cultures Thousand Oaks, California: Sage, 1994. 
Williamsson, J.B. and Fred Pampel Old-Age Security in Comparative Perspective N.Y.: Oxford, 1993. 
Filinson, R. and S. Ingman (eds) Elder Abuse: Practice and Policy NY: Human Sciences, 1989. 
Dalley, G. Ideology of Caring: Rethinking Community and Collectivism London: MacMillan Education, LTD, 1988. 
Grading: 
Health and Cultural Hx of Older Adult =10%--  Due October 26th 

Mini Internship (Service-Learning) =10%--   Report Due November 28th
Discussion – weekly posting -  Participation =40% 

Book Review =10% Book Review -- due November 11th
Midterm Examination =15%   October  19th  to October 30th oral – by phone or in person.
Final – oral examination  - December 4- 12th – 15% 
Course Objectives 
1 All students will be equipped to discuss the differential impact of ethnic and social class status has upon the aging experience. 

2 All students will be equipped to discuss how the aging experience varies depending upon whether one is member of a traditional or a modern society. 

3 All students will be equipped to analyze the pros and cons of the social capitalistic or welfare state in the United States, especially in terms of various ethnic and social class groups. 

Internship Options/ Service-Learning Project (Examples) 
A. Adult Day Care – Corinth or Lewisville 
B. Heritage Oak Retirement Community, Denton Housing Authority, Call 
C.
Seniors for Childhood Immunization in Texas, Kathy Dreyer, M.A., Director (565-4863). Assist with Developing Outreach Program. 

D.
Senior Citizen Center  at American Legion Center in Denton.  Betty Kimble. (349-8298)

. 

      E.   Fair Oak Retirement Housing, Denton, Call Director, 

      F. 
Pecan Place Retirement Housing , Denton, Call Denton Public Housing Authority

      G. 
Meals-on-Wheels.  Help provide meals in the home.  Call SPAN ( Senior Programs for Aging  Needs). , 382 2224 
       I 
Denton Senior Center,  largest and  most diverse programming in Denton. Call  349 8720 

       j. 
Seniors in Motion – Industrial Blvd – east of Square in Denton.  – Jean Seward , Director,

      K. 
Vintage Retirement Community – Bonnie Brae  - Senior Housing, Assisted Living, Nursing Home. 

       L.
Denton Senior Center  on Bell Blvd. 

      M. 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program – RSVP.  Diana Corona.  Director. 
Or, select similar senior oriented service program in your town or region and arrange for assisting.  You can contact any program and merely report to me what you have selected. 
Mini-Internship: Spend 10 hours or more at a site.  Interview director and participants at site, and develop a small program of assistance in cooperation with the director of an existing program. 

Course Outline 
August 25th   Orientation 
Syllabus, Assignments, Calendar 

UNIT 1 August 25th  Introduction: Why Study Culture and Aging? 
Texas Demographic Challenges and Assets 
Seniors Serving Others 
Senior Roles 
Intergenerational Relations 
Who is majority and who is minority in which society or community? 
Readings: Sokolovsky, pages xii-15, 125-137, Chapters 1, 3, 5, 7, 12. 

Supplemental: Review Papers in Folder Sustainable Senior Living  - e.g. Brune, Simmons and Introduction by Ingman and Amin. 
Review - Intergenerational Paper in Supplemental Papers Section. 

Assignment- due Sept 12th : Summarize Readings in text and in supplemental papers. Can culture substitute for resources in old age? 
UNIT 2  Sept. 12th     Where do we go from here? 

Sweden, Canada & Denmark Welfare Systems 

Is the Swedish System the best welfare state or at least the most complete system? 
Readings: Sokolovsky, Chapters 11, 16 

Olsen, Chapters 1, 2, 3 

Supplemental Papers: Review paper in Folders on Canada. 
Assignment due Sept 19th; Summarize 5 chapters in two texts, and the papers in the Folder on Canada in Supplemental Paper Section. 
  
UNIT 3   Sept. 19th    US in Transition 
Reforming Social Security
 Medicare and Medicaid: Two more components of the welfare state. How should these program be reformed. ? 
How to build a Quality Care System ? Name five major characteristics of a good system? How can all be best protected? Why is readmission to hospitals of the aged a major issue in discussions about  health care reform? 
Sokolovsky, Chapter 25 – What is wrong with nursing home care? 
Olsen, Chapters 4 & 5  
Supplemental Papers: Visit Folder -  US National Health Care Reform.    
Review two papers in Folder- Triage Model.  
Google: On Lok in San Francisco  and Social HMO ( SHOM)  and PACE 
Assignment- Due Sept 26th –  Using the chapters and papers in Supplemental paper section 9 any other materials ) to response to Questions above. 
UNIT 4 Sept. 26th     The African American Experience in US and Africa 
Slavery in US and Mexico 
Grandparents Raising Children in USA and Africa 


Socio-economic gap continues- Whites vs Blacks.  


When  will African Nation see the aging of their populations? 


Readings: Sokolovsky, Chapter 2, 4, 13, 23  
Optional Video: Family Intervention: Black Family (25 minutes) 

Assignment Due Oct. 3rd. Summarize the chapters in text, and visit Supplemental Paper: Folder-African American Experience   - Write an  essay on the reasons why older black women( women 70 and older)  on average live longer than white women for the same age? 
UNIT 5   Oct 3 rd     The Hispanic & Latino Experience in the US and Mexico 
Adjusting Care Systems for the Emerging New Clients Aging in Mexico: An Emerging System of Care in Low Income Societies High and Moderate Income Elders Immigrating to Mexico 

Readings: Sokolovsky, Chapters 9, 22 

Supplemental papers  Visit Papers in Folders on Mexico.  


Optional: Video: Family Intervention: Hispanic Family (25 minutes) 
Optional Video: Agueda Martinez (18 minutes) 
(Also available in Media Center at UNT) 
Assignment due Oct 10th Summarize Chapter in text and in Folder on Mexico.  Write an essay on why is Mexico aging so rapidly and what are the issues this raises for Mexico and USA? Two pages. 


UNIT 6   Oct 10th       The Asian Experience 
Chinese American Contribution to USA: On-Lok Aging in Japan, China and India 
Japan and China Moving in Similar Direction China: Urban vs. Rural Aging 

Readings: Sokolovsky, Chapters 8,10,14,17,21,24 
 

Supplemental Papers :  Review Papers in Folders on China, India, Bangladesh, Turkey. 
Optional Video: Aging in Japan: When Traditional Mechanisms Vanish (45 minutes)   (Also available in Media Center at UNT) 


Assignments due Oct 17th . Summarize chapters in text and review papers the supplemental paper- Folders – China .  Why are the challenges for China with the aging of its population  and why are India and Turkey concerned about the aging of their populations. ? 
UNIT 7  Oct. 17th        European Experience and Elderly Care Systems: Great Britain and Switzerland                       
Great Britain: Inexpensive Comprehensive Care 
Switzerland: Decentralization with Universal Coverage 
The Development of Geriatric Medicine 
Individualism vs. Collectivism: Positives and Negatives Aspects 


Readings: Olsen Chapter 6 

Supplemental Papers: Folders Switzerland, United Kingdom. 

Assignment due 24th: Summarize Chapter 6 in Olsen and do a page or two on the National Health Service and the development of the Geriatric Service in UK.  


MIDTERM- Oral -  EXAMINATION      Oct 19th  to Oct. 30th 
 By phone or in the office- 308 K Chilton Hall. 

 Will cover Units 1 – 7. 
UNIT 8   Oct 24th       Poverty and Inequality in Aging in the US 

American Indians and Aging 
Differential Adjustment to Chronic Conditions 
Google the Chickasaw Nation Hospital and Medical Care System in Ada, Ok. 

Google the Ojibwe Nation Poverty Issues  
Google the Navaho Indian Socio- Economic Status 

Readings: Sokolovsky, Chapters 6,18,19,20,21 Olsen Chapter 7 
Optional Reading: Dale Van Ebery. Disinherited: The Lost Birthright of the American Indian, Avon, 1966. 
Supplemental Papers: Folder- American Indians. 
Assignment due Oct 31st ..Summariize chapter in text and review the paper in the Folder – American Indian .  Write small  essay on differential status of American Indian in USA. 

UNIT 9 Oct 31st            Reforming the Aging Experience in US Part I 
Aging: Segregation or Integration  in US Senior Communities: 

NORC – Natural Occurring Retirement Communities 

The Influence of New Ethnic Communities in the US 
Tax Credit Senior Housing Program – largest housing program in USA.
Senior Reengagement – what is function  of old age. ? 
Reading: Olsen Chapter 8   and read R. Moody paper in Supplemental Paper Section  
Assignment Due Nov 14th .  Summarize Chapter  8 and Moody’s paper;  Conduct research into one topics listed above in Unit 9 and write a small essay on of the topic  – three double spaced pages.  

UNIT 10  Nov. 14th th   Reforming Aging in US: Part II: Creating a Quality Old Age in Sickness and in Health  
Over and Under Medicalization 
Independence, Dependence and Creative Interdependence 
Cultural and Class Equity
Sustainable Communities 

Reading: Sokolovsky Chapter 22 
Supplemental Papers- Folder Sustainable Senior Living – papers-   Sustainable Senior Living Volume , Scarfo, Carman.
Assignment due November 28th : Summarize Chapter 22 in text and review all the papers in Folder – Sustainable Senior Living.  
Study Time    Nov. 21sth – Dec. 2nd 
Final -     Oral exam week Nov Dec 3rd  - 12th  
