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EDRE 4820.001: Reading and Writing in Grades 4-8
Fall 2012
Instructor:

Dr. Alexandra G. Leavell

Office: 206Q Matthews Hall

940/565-3397 (Office)

940/565-4952 (FAX)

Gmail: alexleavell@gmail.com 

E-mail: Alexandra.leavell@unt.edu
Course Meets: MW 11:00-12:20 in Matthews Hall, Room 114
Office Hours: TR. 2:00-4:00 and by Appointment
Required Textbooks:

**Bring the text relevant to the assigned readingto class every day.
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 Tompkins, G. (2009)Literacy in the Middle Grades: Teaching Reading and Writing to Fourth Through Eighth Graders. (2nd Edition)
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Allen, J. (2000). Yellow brick roads: Shared and guided paths to independent reading 4-12.  Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

*** You may also be required to purchase one children’s paperback book.

Catalog Description 3 hours. Examines reading and writing processes, the development of reading and writing abilities and skills, theories and models of reading, the nature of the balanced reading program, instructional strategies, planning and materials for the 4–8 literacy learning environment. Prerequisite(s): admission to the teacher education program.

Course Objectives

The readings, assignments and activities in this class are designed to enable each student to:

1. develop an understanding of the relationships amongst the language arts: reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually representing.

2. develop an awareness of and appreciation for the diverse backgrounds and needs of students in the reading program.

3. cite various definitions and models of the reading process.

4. develop an understanding of the important role literature plays in the development of reading abilities and become familiar with a range of  children’s and adolescents’ literature  and authors.

5. develop an understanding of the developmental characteristics of adolescents, especially as they relate to literacy.

6. demonstrate knowledge of a variety of approaches to reading and writing instruction including reader’s and writer’s workshop, literature response groups, direct instruction, and a basal reading program.

7. demonstrate knowledge of instruction to develop word recognition skills including context clues, structural analysis, sight words, phonics, and use of the dictionary.

8. demonstrate knowledge of appropriate vocabulary instruction.

9. demonstrate knowledge of instructional activities and approaches designed to develop skills in reading comprehension and critical reading in both narrative and expository texts.

10. demonstrate an ability to develop meaningful comprehension, word recognition and vocabulary lesson plans.

11. demonstrate knowledge of basic principles of assessment within the reading program.

12. demonstrate knowledge of strategies for organizing and managing an effective classroom reading program.

13. develop a reflective mindset about his/her learning and teaching 

Out of Class Assignments

1. Content Literacy Strategies:  For each chapter you read, you will complete a content literacy strategy as homework. I will provide each content literacy strategy for you. These strategies are the same strategies which classroom teachers use to help children construct meaning from text. The purposes for this assignment are: 1) to support you as a student in your comprehension of the required readings and 2) to allow you as a teacher to assess the value of each content literacy strategy as a learning tool for your future students. These activities must be completed before coming to class every Monday as they will form the basis for our class discussions and activities. Each strategy is worth 9 points.
Rubric for Content Literacy Strategies:

1 point=attempted but not completed

3 points=completed
6 points=completed; evidence that chapter material was read and comprehended.
9 points=completed; superior level of thought indicating attempts to analyze and synthesize concepts as they relate to each other, other course material and/or your teaching.

2. Lesson Plans: Lesson plans must be typed. (45 points) The purpose of this assignment is to help you develop some of the elements of “teacher thinking” as it relates to literacy instruction. You will design three lesson plans: a literacy lesson, a vocabulary lesson and a word recognition/strategy instruction plan. Detailed instructions will be provided and sample lessons will be modeled in class. Each lesson plan is worth 15 points.

3. Annotated Article Sharing: (10 points). The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize yourself with professional journals which will be of ongoing help to you throughout your teaching career. Basically, you will be given a topic and asked to find an article in a professional reading journal. You will photocopy/print out the article, annotate it according to guidelines I provide and bring the article to class to share with your peers. If you are not in class the day we share the articles, you may receive a maximum of 5 points for this assignment. More details about appropriate journals and the annotation procedure will be provided to. 
In-Class Activities which carry point values
4. Midterm and Final exam: These exams will be your opportunity to apply what you have learned. The midterm is worth 25 points and the final is worth 40.
5. Literature Response Group: (8 points) Part way through the semester you will choose one from a number of adolescent novels that I will introduce in class. You will read the novel outside of class and discuss the novel during class with a small group of your peers. Your group will keep a folder of individual and group activities related to the novel. The purpose of this assignment is to simulate actual response groups you will use in your classroom. Groups will meet four consecutive days during the semester. Each meeting is worth 2 points for a total of 8 points for this assignment. If you miss a meeting, you forfeit the points for that day with no opportunity to make them up.

6. Basal Analysis: (10 points) As part of a class activity you will be required to analyze a grade-level set in a basal series using a format provided by the instructor. This will be an in-class activity, but you will be graded on your final analysis sheet. If you miss this assignment, you will be required to make it up independently outside of class. 
7. Children’s Literature Analysis: (12 points)  One class period will be devoted to this activity. I will bring to class a variety of selections from my children’s literature selection and you will work with a group of students to complete an analysis of  the books. I will provide the criteria for the analysis. 
Grading Procedures

Content Literacy Strategies
81 points  (9@ 9 points each)

Lesson Plans


45 points (3 @15 points each )

Annotated Article

10 points

Basal Analysis


 10 points

Literature Analysis

 12 points


Literature Response Groups
 8 points

Midterm


25 points

Final



40 points                                                                                                      Grading Scale

A= 208-231

B= 185-207

C= 162-184

D= 139-162

F=  138 and below
Attendance/Assignment Completion Policy

· Attendance is expected and will be considered for your final grade. Failure to attend every class will result in loss of knowledge and will negatively impact your final grade. Excessive absenteeism as determined by the instructor, tardiness or obvious lack of familiarity with readings or materials which have been assigned for class discussion will result in a lowering of your final grade. 
· Along with your physical presence, preparation for class (including completion of content literacy strategies prior to your arrival in class on Mondays, will greatly enhance your learning experience by allowing you to reap the full benefits of class activities and discussions. All assignments should be completed by the beginning of class on the due date designated. Late assignments or assignments completed during class will lose points. 
· If any assignment is missing at the end of the semester, you will receive a grade no higher than a B.

University Policy Statement

The University of North Texas does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the recruitment and admission of students, the recruitment and employment of faculty and staff, and the operation of its programs and activities as specified by federal laws and regulations. Copies of the College of Education ADA Compliance Document are available in the dean’s office, 214 Matthews Hall. Please let me know what I can do to optimize your learning experience.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Cheating, plagiarism, collusion and falsification constitute scholastic dishonesty. The first incident of scholastic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the assignment. A second offense will result in the assignment of  F for the course grade.
Cell phones and laptops in class

Be sure the ringer on your phone is turned off once the instructor has arrived. Do not text during class-not even under the desk (Really, I can see you!). Consider the phone courtesy you would like to establish with your own students when you are at the head of the class and act in a way that reflects it. 

I have no problem with you using your laptop to take notes in class. Web surfing, emailing and other such activities are in all likelihood not related to what is going on in class, so don’t do them. If you would prefer to engage in such activities rather than contribute to class, choose to be absent.  

This syllabus is a tentative outline of the content assignments and grading procedures for the course and does not represent a binding contract. The professor reserves the right to make changes to the document based on perceived needs. Students will be given due notice of any changes.
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EDRE 4820 Course Outline/Fall 2012
	Week
	Dates
	Topic
	Reading 
	Content Literacy Strategy (due Monday)
	Class Activities and Assignment/s due

	1


	8/29
	Introductions, Overview
	
	
	

	2
	9/3
	Labor Day-No class
	
	
	

	
	9/5
	Adolescents, Identity and Literacy Learning
	Allen: Ch 1, 2, & 3
	Want Ad
	

	3
	9/10
9/12
	Literacy Learning and the Construction of Meaning
	Tompkins
	Ch. 1
	

	4
	9/17
9/19
	Activating and Developing Prior Knowledge

*Choose Literature Response Groups
	Cooper: Ch. 3
	KWL
	

	5
	9/24
9/26
	Modes of Reading in a Comprehensive Literacy Program
	Allen: Ch. 4,5,6, & 7
	Modes Chart
	9/29 Literature Response Group (LRG)#1 

	6
	10/1
10/3
	Midterm Preparation Sheet given out
	
	
	10/4 Literature Response Group #2
10/6 Literature Response Group #3

	7
	10/8
10/10
	Lesson Planning/Literacy Lesson
	Cooper: pp. 
	T-Chart
	10/11 LRG Presentations 

	8
	10/15
10/17
	10/18 Lesson Planning
	
	
	 

	
	
	10/20 MIDTERM  

	9
	10/22
10/24
	Responding to Literature


	Cooper: Ch. 6
	Semantic Map
	10/27 Literacy Lesson Plan due  

	10
	10/29


	Vocabulary

	Cooper: Ch.5
	Bits and Pieces
	11/3   Basal Analysis in class



	
	10/31
	Work Day
	
	
	

	11
	
	Word Study
	Handout


	A/R Guide
	11/10 Vocabulary Lesson Plan due

	12
	
	Word Study
	
	
	

	13
	
	Working with Struggling Readers
	
	
	Annotated Article Sharing

	
	
	Turkey Thawing Day-No class
	
	
	

	14
	
	Strategy instruction
	Cooper: Ch. 7
	Student Choice
	12/1 Minilesson due 

	15
	
	Dead Week/Review

	16
	
	FINAL EXAM [image: image3.wmf]
8:00a.m. – 10:00 am


Personal Grade Sheet 
Directions: Use this sheet to keep track of your grades during the semester.
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Chapter Entries

Want Ad

_____

Study Guide

_____

KWL


_____

Modes Chart

_____

T-Chart

_____

Semantic Map

_____

Bits and pieces
_____

AR Guide

_____

Student Choice
_____


  Total


_____/81
Lesson Plans

Lesson #1

_____/15
Lesson #2

_____/15
Minilesson       

_____/15
Total

_____/45
Annotated Article

_____/10

Literature Analysis

_____/12
Basal Analysis


_____/10
L R Gs



_____/8

Midterm


_____/25

Final



_____/40
Grand Total


_____/231
Grading Scale

A= 208-231
B= 185-207

C= 162-184
D= 139-162

F=  138 and below

