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	EDRE 4870

Cross-curricular (Content Area) Literacy Materials and Resources

Spring 2013


Instructor: Alexandra G. Leavell, Ph.D.
Class Time and place:
Section .004: T/R 9:30-10:50am in Matthews Hall, Rm. 114
Section .002  T/R 11:00-12:20pm Matthews Hall, Rm. 114
Office Hours:  TR. 1:00pm-4:00pm and by Appointment
Office:
   206Q Matthews Hall


                

Phone:          940-565-3397 
     
Home Phone    940-898-8616 (Please call before 10:00pm)
E-mail:             alexandra.leavell@unt.edu

   alexleavell@gmail.com
Required Text/s:
( Hancock, M.  (2008)  A Celebration of Literature and Response, Children, Books and Teachers in K-8 Classrooms (3rd. Ed.).  NY: Merrill.

(Fleischman, P. (2004) Seedfolks. New York: Harper Teen, Inc. 

( Children’s books/Adolescent Novels that you access from public/school libraries, Matthews Annex, & other sources. 

Required Supplies: You will need to bring a duo-tang folder with pockets by the second week of class. I will let you know in class what color your section will need. These are for us to exchange your work for grading purposes.

Blackboard Learn 

We will be using BBLearn in a limited capacity this semester. I will use it to send class announcements, emails, to post handouts , power points and for submitting certain assignments. It is your responsibility to check your BBLearn account before class every week.

Welcome to EDRE 4870!!
During this semester we are going to explore materials and resources to use in all content areas--resources that invite our students to be part of our literacy community and support them as they use the language arts (reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually representing) as tools for thinking, learning, and living.  While the emphasis is on the resources, we also know that these resources must be accompanied by powerful instructional strategies to accomplish our goals of creating confident, critical thinkers and literacy users.  This course is built upon the literacy knowledge base you have gained in other reading classes; and will help prepare you for other cross-curricular courses, as well as your future classrooms.

As we respond to and integrate children’s literature, technology, and content reading strategies, a goal of this course is to become reflective about how we respond, create meaning from text, and internalize strategies that help us learn about the world and understand the society in which we live.  As a result, insight into your own learning processes will hopefully enhance your personal critical and creative thinking as well as help you become a teacher who incorporates response-based engagements to inform your instruction.   Therefore, our focus is on ourselves as learners, readers, and teachers as we learn about resources and strategies to involve our students.  You and your contributions are a vital part of the literacy community we create here!
My Beliefs about learning:

This course is built upon the following beliefs about learning:

· Learning is an active, personal process and endeavor. The more you engage your brain in thinking critically about the information presented in terms of both what you already know and your goals as a teacher, the more you are going to learn.

· Learning is also a social process of collaboration and interaction with others.  We will share our responses and understandings in order to clarify them for ourselves, as well as serve as a support system for each other during small and large group activities and discussions. 

· Deep, transformational learning can only occur when we make a personal connection between our lives and experiences and the ideas and information presented in the learning environment. 

· Real choice allows learners to play to their strengths, understand who they are as learners and feel ownership of the learning process. 

· Reflection is a vital part of the learning process. 

· Knowledge of and appreciation of the multiple diversities inherent in humanity (and thus, every classroom) enhances a teacher’s ability to assess, plan and teach for optimum learning to occur.

· ALL students can learn. Not every student will necessarily learn the same thing, in the same way, at the same time. This is the heart of differentiated instruction.

· Learning is a lifelong process. 

LLBE Program Expectations for Future Teachers

· Develop a reflective mindset about his/her learning and teaching 

· Develop a sensitivity to the English Language Learner

· Endorse integration in the teaching of language arts

· Become a lifelong learner

· Support student-centered instruction

Catalog Course Description:

3 hours. Prepares pre-service teachers within both EC–4 and 4–8 certificate programs to plan for and implement literacy instruction across the curriculum. Selecting, evaluating and using developmentally and culturally appropriate materials and resources will be a focus as well as using content literacy strategies which support independent reading and writing in the content areas. Prerequisite(s): admission to the teacher education program; EDRE 4450 (for EC–4) or EDRE 4820 (for 4–8). 
Course Objectives:

This course is designed to empower each participant to gain knowledge and skills and to develop dispositions to make informed instructional decisions in the following areas:

1. Response to Literature 

· Use texts to stimulate interest, promote reading growth, foster appreciation for the written word, and increase the motivation of learners to read widely and independently for information and for pleasure.

· Read a variety of books at all levels of many genres and create a personal database.

2. Content Area Literacy

· Develop knowledge of literacy and study strategies within the context of content instruction. 

· Explain the relationship between the expressive and reflective language arts processes (reading. writing, listening, speaking, viewing, visually representing) and demonstrate how they can be capitalized upon for instructional purposes.  

· Develop a repertoire of teaching and learning strategies for helping students learn content area vocabulary and technical terms. 

· Apply informal assessment tools to determine the students’ ability to learn from printed materials.

3. Integrating Materials and Resources for Literacy Instruction

· Design, select, and evaluate materials that reflect curriculum goals, current knowledge, and the interests, motivation, and the needs of individual learners; develop the ability to modify curriculum materials to meet the needs of diverse learners.

· Exhibit your understanding of using a wide variety of print throughout the curriculum, including high-quality children’s/adolescent literature and diverse expository materials appropriate to the age and developmental level of learners.

· Analyze the structure and content of various texts used for instruction within content areas.

· Plan cross-curricular instruction which addresses the needs of all learners in your grade level of interest.

· Utilize principles and strategies for planning and implementing instruction via themed study units in content subjects.

4. Professionalism and Reflective Teaching

· Identify the influence of cultural, ethnic, and linguistic backgrounds on the reading process.

· Develop a reflective mind set about his/her learning and teaching in order to make decisions about curricular engagements based on an understanding as to its purpose in the curriculum.

· Determine which professional resources (websites, journals and publications) are a significant source of information concerning literacy resources and instruction.
Course Requirements: 

	ASSIGNMENTS
	Points

	1. GENRE QUIZZES (8 POINTS EACH) An important element of this course is recognizing the characteristics of the various genres available in children’s and adolescent literature. For each genre you study in the text you will take a short quiz online prior to coming to class each week. The quiz may include: elements that distinguish a particular genre from another, criteria for establishing the quality of text within that genre, classroom applications for the genre and an example of a text representing that genre. 
	56 points

	2. TEKS Analysis. This assignment is designed to help you become familiar with what topics, concepts and subjects students learn at the grade level you would like to teach. This information will be used to inform your choice of books for your text sets and will also help you plan lessons to go along with the text sets.
	15 points

	2.  PERSONAL LITERACY HISTORY As teachers, we are very much influenced by our own reading and learning experiences and identities. Our students are as well. We all view the world through the window of our life experiences. Being conscious of lived experiences of ourselves and our students makes us better teachers. The purpose of this assignment is to have you explore your literacy history, and how it has shaped your personal and academic identity. Please see attached guidelines and example. 
	10 points

	3.  CRITICAL ANALYSIS ACTIVITIES (10 POINTS EACH) One of the most important choices you will make as a teacher is the selection of text materials and the activities which best engage your students with those materials. As we study each genre, we will do critical analysis activities which will provide an opportunity to discuss and analyze different texts with your peers. These will be completed either at home, online or in class or some combination thereof. Each activity will be worth 10 points.   
	50 points

	4.  “Terrific Twenty” Literature File Your best resource for text choices for your students is your own personal “database” of appropriate children’s and/or adolescent literature. We will be using “Goodreads” as our forum for this. http://www.goodreads.com/ Our group URL is http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/89459-unt-spring-2013-4870 
	30 points

	5.  INTERNET SCAVENGER HUNT This activity will give you the opportunity to review and assess various Internet resources that will be useful in your text set and future classroom.

	15 points

	6.  TEXT SETS 3 @ 30 points each.  You will complete 3 “mini” text sets. Text sets are collections of resources from different genres, media, and levels of reading difficulty that are designed to be supportive of the learning of readers with a range of experiences and interests. A text-set collection focuses on one concept or topic and can include includes multiple genres such as books, charts and maps, informational pamphlets, poetry and songs, photographs, non-fiction books, almanacs or encyclopedias. You will receive more detailed instructions in class.  
	90 points


Grading Scale

A= 239-266
B= 213-238
C= 186-212
D= 160-185
F= 159 and below

Attendance/Assignment Completion Policy

· Attendance is expected and will be considered for your final grade. Failure to attend every class will result in loss of knowledge and will negatively impact your final grade. Excessive absenteeism as determined by the instructor, tardiness or obvious lack of familiarity with readings or materials which have been assigned for class discussion will result in a lowering of your final grade. 

· Along with your physical presence, preparation for class, INCLUDING ALL READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS, will greatly enhance your learning experience by allowing you to reap the full benefits of class activities and discussions. All assignments should be completed by the beginning of class on the due date designated. Late assignments or assignments completed during class will lose points. 

· If any assignment is missing at the end of the semester, you will receive a grade no higher than a B.

University Policy Statement

The University of North Texas does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the recruitment and admission of students, the recruitment and employment of faculty and staff, and the operation of its programs and activities as specified by federal laws and regulations. Copies of the College of Education ADA Compliance Document are available in the dean’s office, 214 Matthews Hall. Please let me know what I can do to optimize your learning experience.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Cheating, plagiarism, collusion and falsification constitute scholastic dishonesty. The first incident of scholastic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the assignment. A second offense will result in the assignment of F for the course grade.
This syllabus is a tentative outline of the content assignments and grading procedures for the course and does not represent a binding contract. The professor reserves the right to make changes to the document based on perceived needs. Students will be given due notice of any changes.
College of Education Policies and Procedures
TK20

Students seeking ART or MUSIC certification are NOT required to participate in TK20. The following does NOT apply to Art and Music students.  

For all other students:

This course requires an assignment (text set) that must be uploaded and graded in the UNT TK20 Assessment System.  Some undergraduate and graduate education courses require assignments that must be uploaded and assessed in the UNT TK20 Assessment System. This will require a one-time purchase of TK20. Student subscriptions will be effective for seven years from the date of purchase.  Key assignments must be uploaded into the TK20 system for instructors to assess.  Please go to the following link for directions on how to purchase TK20: 

http://www.coe.unt.edu/tk20  

Announcements regarding training on use of the TK20 system will also be posted on this website. 

Disabilities Accommodation:
 “The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The University of North Texas provides academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to individuals with disabilities, as defined under the law. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, please see the instructor and/or contact the Office of Disability Accommodation at 940-565-4323 during the first week of class.”

Academic Integrity/ Scholastic Dishonesty:
Cheating, plagiarism, collusion and falsification constitute scholastic dishonesty. The first incident of scholastic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the assignment. A second offense will result in the assignment of F for the course grade. Students are encouraged to become familiar with UNT’s policy on academic integrity: http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf. Academic dishonesty, in the form of plagiarism, cheating, or fabrication, will not be tolerated in this class. Any act of academic dishonesty will be reported, and a penalty determined, which may be probation, suspension, or expulsion from the university. 

Student Conduct: 
Expectations for behavior in this class accord with the Code of Student Conduct: “Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.” See www.unt.edu/csrr.

Attendance/Assignment Completion: 

[This is a very fast paced summer class; you are expected to attend all classes. Excessive absenteeism as determined by the instructor, tardiness or obvious lack of familiarity with readings or materials which have been assigned for class discussion will result in a lowering of your final grade. 

· All assignments should be completed by the beginning of class on the due date designated. Late assignments or assignments completed during class will lose points. 

· If any assignment is missing at the end of the semester, you will receive a grade no higher than a B.

Cell Phones and Laptop:
 Students should turn off cell phones when they are in class. This means vibrate as well as ring modes. Also, there should be no texting during class. Laptops may be used in class for taking notes and for engaging in learning activities for the course. 
SETE: 

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is expected for all organized classes at UNT. This brief online survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 

Collection of Student Work: 

In order to monitor students' achievement, improve instructional programs, and publish research findings, the Department of Teacher Education and Administration collects anonymous student work samples, student demographic information, test scores, and GPAs to be analyzed by internal and external reviewers.

Eagle Mail 

All students should activate and regularly check their Eagle Mail (e-mail) account. Eagle Mail is used for official communication from the University to students. Many important announcements for the University and College are sent to students via Eagle Mail. For information about Eagle Mail, including how to activate an account and how to have Eagle Mail forwarded to another e-mail address, visit 

https://eaglemail.unt.edu
Ethical Behavior and Code of Ethics

The Teacher Education & Administration Department expects that its students will abide by the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators (Chapter 247 of the Texas Administrative Code www.sbec.state.tx.us) and as outlined in Domain IV: Fulfilling Professional Roles and Responsibilities of the Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) Texas Examination of Educator Standards (TExES); and as also addressed in codes of ethics adopted by professionals in the education field such as the National Education Association (NEA) and the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).

National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

UNT is an NCATE-accredited institution. The educator as an agent of engaged learning” summarizes the conceptual framework of UNT’s basic and advanced programs. The program of educator preparation at UNT is based on the following key concepts: (1) content and curricular knowledge, (2) knowledge of teaching and assessment, (3) promotion of equity for all learners, (4) encouragement of diversity, (5) professional communication, and (6) engaged professional learning.
EDRE 4870/Leavell

Personal Literacy History Assignment

Everyone has a literacy history. Depending on what yours is, you may feel good, bad, or indifferent about it. For some, this history is a joyful thing, a memory of books that have fed their lives and souls. For others, the history is not without its baggage. Learning difficulties disinterest, and forced school readings can dull our enthusiasm for reading and even affect our abilities as readers. The same is true for the learners who are in your care. Because your literacy history will color how you connect students with text, it is important to reflect on it and consider how your literacy history could either positively or negatively impact your teaching. 

How to “Present” your Literacy History

You may chronicle your history in any way you choose. Possible ways to present your personal literacy history include, but are not limited to:

1. Write me a letter sharing your experiences.

2. Write an essay or story.

3. Create a power point (print it out, please)

4. Create a collage reflecting books you recall, feelings, and experiences.

5. Something even more creative you come up with on your own!

What MIGHT you include in your Personal Literacy History?  

Your first recollections of reading/writing/literacy experiences; interview family members, etc., to refresh your memory, if necessary.  Include titles and impressions of the first books you remember reading.
· Specific books, titles, which have impacted you.  
· Descriptions of stories you remember having written at a young age.    

· Reflections on any school literacy experiences that impacted you.  

· Description of your previous and current home literacy environment, culture, attitudes and daily oral and written literacy practices   

· How previous and current oral and written literacy experiences might impact your current attitudes, practices, uses and literacy instruction in the classroom  

Criteria for Success on this Assignment:

1.The most important consideration for this assignment is that you be HONEST with yourself and with me. I am not going to judge you as a reader or student in any way. 

2. You MUST include a reflection on HOW your literacy history will impact you as a TEACHER of children and/or adolescents. It should be a paragraph or so and begin with “I believe my literacy history will affect my teaching in the following way/s…” 

3. You should also include your comments about how what you learned about your literate self will specifically impact what you do in your classroom. Begin this part with a statement that reads, “Due to my literacy history, I will…”   
	EDRE 4870/Leavell

Personal Literacy History Example

NOTE: This is just ONE way to structure your history! You can be creative and do it as you wish. Visit our BBLearn page for more examples.

	"How has reading changed my life?" My memory runs back to when I was seven years old. "Ding Dong!" I ran to the door to let my dad in. 

It was my birthday party. I was waiting for him the whole day. A week ago, he had told me that he would give me a big surprise for my birthday party. "What will it be? It must be that red dress I saw in the shopping center!" I'd looked so forward to this moment for a week that I was incredibly impatient. I immediately ran over to him. He was very excited. There was a carefully wrapped box in his hand. "Oh, my dear red dress. I finally have you." My heart was pumping. Without my dad's consent, I took over the box.

"Oh, no!" My heart sunk when I opened the box. It was not the pretty dress I'd longed for. It was a BOOK! I felt as if I was falling down from the top of the world. "No! I never wanted a stupid book! Where is my dress?" I cried out. Tears were filled my eyes. I've waited a week for the useless book. I felt I'd been cheated. How could he give me the cheap nonsense book for my birthday gift? He didn't like me at all. I would never read it.

That night, I couldn’t fall asleep. Looking at the big book, my anger was running inside me. It had ruined my party. Why did Dad lie to me and say it was a great surprise? Suddenly I grew curious: "What is the book about? Is it so evil that I hate it and want to tear it apart?" I opened the book - Chinese and Foreign Stories - and then I read my first real story in my life.

There was a little virtuous duck. It was so ugly that nobody liked it. It didn't have any friends. Every animal around the lake laughed at her wherever she went: "Look at this little duck. Get away from her." Compared to her, her sister was as pretty as a princess. Wherever she was, there were always friends around her. They would say: "Come here, dear. Come in my house." One day, they were playing around the lake. A little chick was struggling to reach the shore. The pretty little duck shook her head selfishly: "Why should I save you? I can't get anything." The ugly duck passed by. It saw what happened and jumped in the water bravely without a word. It saved the chick. Form then on, everyone liked to play with the warm-hearted ugly duck. The story ended with a moral, which I remembered most - "It's the inside that counts the most."

I was ashamed when I finished reading it. I felt I was like one of the animals that only looked at the outside of the things, but ignored what they really are. I liked the red dress because it was pretty. But a pretty outfit can't cover my inside. Only the knowledge can fill my mind. And reading is one way to get the knowledge.

I moved on the next story. . . . I was deeply attracted. I couldn’t put the book down anymore. I kept reading. I read during breaks in class. I read as soon I got home. Soon, I had a habit - I still can't go to sleep unless I read some pages. Like my mom said, "I fell in love with reading." I fell deeply in love with the beautiful earth when I read "Our Home - Earth." I decided to preserve the earth like the guards who fought against bad people destroying the earth. I cried for Cinderella when she was tortured by her cruel sisters. And I couldn’t stop laughing at the funny action of the little bear when it danced.

I read, and I learned. My mind was not empty with only pretty dresses anymore. I was filled by books and knowledge. I began to understand what true beauty is, and to realize our burden as the residents on Earth. I never felt I was alone and bored. I had books - my dearest friends with me.

As I grew up, my knowledge grew. I had regretted what I did wrong when I was young. But I never regretted to pick up the book on my birthday night. It's that moment I began to open the door lying between me and wonderful world, people and knowledge. It's reading that helps me find my true self and our value of living. I am still reading. When I get home a day's tire work, my first hope is to lie down on the sofa, and read a book a while. It's the only time I can forget all the unhappiness. At the time, my book and I are the only two existing on earth. Every time when my dad asks me what I want most for my birthday present, I say it out without thinking: "I want books. I want to read."



	

	


Reflection

I believe my literacy history will affect my teaching in the following way. Through the experience on my birthday and what happened afterwards, I realized it’s important to try something new, even if it seems unappealing. I know I will have students who will come to my classroom hating reading. I think because I felt the same way as a kid, I will understand of that attitude. However, I won’t be ACCEPTING of it.  Due to my literacy history, I will share my story with them so they see I do know where they are coming from. Then, I will work as hard as possible to connect them with books that will mean something to each and every one of them. I know this means I will have to get to know my students really well. I also know I will have to be familiar with a wide variety of books. But, if I can help students get even a part of the joy I have gotten out of reading, this is work I am willing to do. 
