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EDRE 4820.001: Reading and Writing in Grades 4-8
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**Bring your texts to class every day.

Cooper, D. (2008). Literacy: Helping children construct meaning  (7th ed.) Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
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Allen, J. (2000). Yellow brick roads: Shared and guided paths to independent reading 4-12.  Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading (available at www.tea.state.tx.us). Be sure to download the TEKS for both grade levels in which you are observing. Put them in your notebook and bring them to class daily.
*** You may also be required to purchase one children’s paperback book.
Catalog Description 3 hours. Examines reading and writing processes, the development of reading and writing abilities and skills, theories and models of reading, the nature of the balanced reading program, instructional strategies, planning and materials for the 4–8 literacy learning environment. Prerequisite(s): admission to the teacher education program.

Purpose of the Course in the Teacher Education Program:

The UNT teacher education program envisions the teacher as an agent for the engaged learning of children. The recognition that the language arts, with a specific emphasis on reading and writing, are the primary tools for thinking is a critical understanding for all educators. By developing these cognitive processes to the fullest extent possible for all students, teachers provide their learners with abilities which enable them to be lifelong independent learners. The course acquaints future 4-8 teachers with content, methods, and experiences designed to understand their own students’ literary skills and abilities and to extend those elements to the greatest degree possible.

LLBE Program Expectations for Future Teachers:

1. Develop a reflective mindset about his/her learning and teaching 

2. Develop a sensitivity to the English Language Learner

3. Endorse integration in the teaching of language arts

4. Become a lifelong learner
5. Support student-centered instruction

UNT COE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

 Educators as guide to engaged learners summarizes the conceptual framework for UNT’s basic and advanced programs. This concept is usually portrayed as a compass, which represents the tools educators employ as they orient their students in the exploration of landscapes for learning. The engagement of learners requires simultaneous commitment to academic knowledge bases and to learner-centered practice. The orientation of engaged learners requires commitment to the continuous processes of assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation that characterize discovery, problem solving, curriculum development, program development, inquiry and research. Guiding engaged learners features on-going dialogue between educators and their students and with wider communities about how schools can prepare students for life-long learning in a democracy.

Guiding engaged learners draws on six areas of competence developed in all UNT programs for educators:

Content and curricular knowledge refers to the grounding of educators in content knowledge and knowledge construction and in making meaningful to learners the content of the PreK-16 curriculum.

Knowledge of teaching and assessment refers to the ability of educators to assess, plan, implement and evaluate teaching and learning in terms of its consistent engagement of learners.

Promotion of equity for all learners refers to the skills and attitudes that enable educators to advocate for all students within the framework of the school program.

Encouragement of diversity refers to the ability of educators to appreciate, affirm, and engage the various cultural heritages, unique endowments, learning styles, interests, and needs of learners.

Professional communication refers to effective interpersonal and professional oral and written communication that includes appropriate applications of information technology.

Engaged professional learning refers to the commitment of educators to ethical and caring practice and to continued learning and professional development.

UNIVERSITY POLICY STATEMENTS

Disabilities Accommodation: “The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The University of North Texas provides academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to individuals with disabilities, as defined under the law. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, please see the instructor and/or contact the Office of Disability Accommodation at 940-565-4323 during the first week of class.”

Academic Integrity: Students are encouraged to become familiar with UNT’s policy on academic integrity: http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf. Academic dishonesty, in the form of plagiarism, cheating. or fabrication, will not be tolerated in this class. Any act of academic dishonesty will be reported, and a penalty determined, which may be probation, suspension, or expulsion from the university. 

Student Conduct: Expectations for behavior in this class accord with the Code of Student Conduct: “Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.” See www.unt.edu/csrr.

Eagle Mail:  "All students should activate and regularly check their Eagle Mail (e-mail) account. Eagle Mail is used for official communication from the University to students. Many important announcements for the University and College are sent to students via Eagle Access Mail: For information about Eagle Mail, including how to activate an account and how to have Eagle Mail forwarded to another e-mail address, visit https://eaglemail.unt.edu "

Cell Phones and Laptop: Students should turn off cell phones when they are in class. This means vibrate as well as ring modes. Also, there should be no texting during class. Laptops may be used in class for taking notes and for engaging in learning activities for the course. 
SETE: The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is expected for all organized classes at UNT. This brief online survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 

Collection of Student Work: In order to monitor students' achievement, improve instructional programs, and publish research findings, the Department of Teacher Education and Administration collects anonymous student work samples, student demographic information, test scores, and GPAs to be analyzed by internal and external reviewers.

TK20: Some undergraduate and graduate education courses require assignments that must be uploaded and assessed in the UNT TK20 Assessment System. This requires a one-time purchase of TK20, and student subscriptions are effective for seven years from the date of purchase.  Please go to the following link for directions on how to purchase TK20: http://www.coe.unt.edu/tk20. Announcements regarding TK20 will also be posted on this website.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM INSTRUCTOR
Course Objectives

The readings, assignments and activities in this class are designed to enable each student to:

1. develop an understanding of the relationships amongst the language arts: reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually representing. 110.15., 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19 B5, B27, B28, B29
2. develop an awareness of and appreciation for the diverse backgrounds and needs of students in the reading program.

3. cite various definitions and models of the reading process.

4. develop an understanding of the important role literature plays in the development of reading abilities and become familiar with a range of  children’s and adolescents’ literature  and authors. 110.15, 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19. B3, B4, B5, 
5. develop an understanding of the developmental characteristics of adolescents, especially as they relate to literacy.

6. demonstrate knowledge of a variety of approaches to reading and writing instruction including reader’s and writer’s workshop, literature response groups, direct instruction, and a basal reading program. 110.15, 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19,.B15, B16, B17, B18, B19, B20 
7. demonstrate knowledge of instruction to develop word recognition skills including developing fluency; using context clues, structural analysis, sight words, phonics, and use of the dictionary. 110.15. 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19B1
8. demonstrate knowledge of appropriate vocabulary instruction. 110.15. 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19B2; demonstrate knowledge of instructional activities and approaches designed to develop skills in reading comprehension and critical reading in both narrative and expository texts. 110.15. 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19B3,B4, B6,B10, B12, 
9. demonstrate an ability to develop meaningful comprehension, word recognition and vocabulary lesson plans. 110.15. 110.16, 110.17, 110.18, 110.19 B2, B3, B4; 110.16.B2, B3, B4
10. demonstrate knowledge of basic principles of assessment within the reading program.

11. demonstrate knowledge of strategies for organizing and managing an effective classroom reading program.

12. develop a reflective mindset about his/her learning and teaching 

Assignments

1. Content Literacy Strategies:  For each chapter you read, you will complete a content literacy strategy as homework. I will provide each content literacy strategy for you. These strategies are the same strategies, which classroom teachers use to help children construct meaning. The purpose for this assignment is for you to construct meaning from each chapter and also to assess the value of each content literacy strategy as a learning tool for your future students. These activities must be completed before coming to class every Monday as they will form the basis for our class discussions and activities. Each strategy is worth 9 points.
Rubric for Content Literacy Strategies:
1 point=attempted but not completed

3 points=completed
6 points=completed; evidence that chapter material was read and comprehended.
9 points=completed; superior level of thought indicating attempts to analyze and synthesize concepts as they relate to each other, other course material and/or your teaching.

2. Lesson Plans: Lesson plans must be typed. (45 points) The purpose of this assignment is to help you develop some of the elements of “teacher thinking” as it relates to literacy instruction. You will design three lesson plans: a literacy lesson, a vocabulary lesson and a word recognition/strategy instruction plan. Detailed instructions will be provided and sample lessons will be modeled in class. Each lesson plan is worth 15 points.

3. Annotated Article Sharing: (10 points). The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize yourself with professional journals which will be of ongoing help to you throughout your teaching career. Basically, you will be given a topic and asked to find an article in a professional reading journal. You will photocopy/print out the article, annotate it according to guidelines I provide and bring the article to class to share with your peers. If you are not in class the day we share the articles, you may receive a maximum of 5 points for this assignment. More details about appropriate journals and the annotation procedure will be provided to. 
4. Midterm and Final exams: These exams will be your opportunity to apply what you have learned. The midterm is worth 25 points and the final is worth 40.
In-Class Activities
5. Literature Response Group: (8 points) Part way through the semester you will choose one from a number of adolescent novels that I will introduce in class. You will read the novel outside of class and discuss the novel during class with a small group of your peers. Your group will keep a folder of individual and group activities related to the novel. The purpose of this assignment is to simulate actual response groups you will use in your classroom. Groups will meet four consecutive days during the semester. Each meeting is worth 2 points for a total of 8 points for this assignment. If you miss a meeting, you forfeit the points for that day with no opportunity to make them up.

6. Basal Analysis: (10 points) As part of a class activity you will be required to analyze a grade-level set in a basal series using a format provided by the instructor. This will be an in-class activity, but you will be graded on your final analysis sheet. If you miss this assignment, you will be required to make it up independently outside of class. 
7. Children’s Literature Analysis: (12 points)  One class period will be devoted to this activity. I will bring to class a variety of selections from my children’s literature selection and you will work with a group of students to complete an analysis of  the books. I will provide the criteria for the analysis. 
Grading Procedures

Content Literacy Strategies
81 points  (9@ 9 points each)

Lesson Plans


45 points (3 @15 points each )

Annotated Article

10 points

Basal Analysis

 
10 points

Literature Analysis

 12 points


Literature Response Groups
 8 points

Midterm


25 points

Final



40 points

Grading Scale

A=224-249

B=199-223

C=174-198

D=149-173

F=148 and below

Attendance/Assignment Completion Policy

· Attendance is expected and will be considered for your final grade. Failure to attend every class will result in loss of knowledge and will negatively impact your final grade. Excessive absenteeism as determined by the instructor, tardiness or obvious lack of familiarity with readings or materials which have been assigned for class discussion will result in a lowering of your final grade. 
· Along with your physical presence, preparation for class (including completion of content literacy strategies prior to your arrival in class on Mondays, will greatly enhance your learning experience by allowing you to reap the full benefits of class activities and discussions. All assignments should be completed by the beginning of class on the due date designated. Late assignments or assignments completed during class will lose points. 
· If any assignment is missing at the end of the semester, you will receive a grade no higher than a B.
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University Policy Statement

The University of North Texas does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the recruitment and admission of students, the recruitment and employment of faculty and staff, and the operation of its programs and activities as specified by federal laws and regulations. Copies of the College of Education ADA Compliance Document are available in the dean’s office, 214 Matthews Hall. Please let me know what I can do to optimize your learning experience.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Cheating, plagiarism, collusion and falsification constitute scholastic dishonesty. The first incident of scholastic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the assignment. A second offense will result in the assignment of  F for the course grade.

This syllabus is a tentative outline of the content assignments and grading procedures for the course and does not represent a binding contract. The professor reserves the right to make changes to the document based on perceived needs. Students will be given due notice of any changes.
EDRE 4820 Course Outline 
	Week
	Topic
	Reading 
	Content Literacy Strategy (due Monday)
	Class Activities and Assignment/s due

	1


	Introductions, Overview[image: image6.png]Yellow Brick Roads
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	2
	Linking Literacy Learning and today’s adolescent
	Allen: Ch 1, 2, & 3
	Want Ad
	

	3
	Literacy Learning and the Construction of Meaning
	Cooper: Ch. 1


	Study Guide
	

	4
	Activating and Developing Prior Knowledge
	Cooper: Ch. 3
	KWL
	Monday: Literature Analysis in class

	5
	Modes of Reading in a Comprehensive Literacy Program
	Allen: Ch. 4,5,6, & 7
	Modes Chart
	

	6
	Responding to Literature

Midterm Preparation Sheet given out
	Cooper: Ch. 6
	Semantic Map
	Literature Response Groups LRG #1

	7
	Lesson Planning/Literacy Lesson
	Cooper: pp. 
	T-Chart
	Literature Response Groups LRG #2 & #3

	8
	LRG Presentations Monday
	
	
	 

	
	MIDTERM  on Wednesday[image: image3.wmf]

	
	SPRING BREAK! NO CLASS!
	
	
	

	9
	Vocabulary
	Cooper: Ch.5
	Bits and Pieces
	

	10
	Word Study
	Handout


	A/R Guide
	Literacy Lesson Plan due  Wednesday

	11
	Word Study
	
	
	Wednesday: Basal Analysis in class

Annotated Article Sharing

	12
	Working with Struggling Readers
	Allen: 
	TBA
	Vocabulary Lesson Plan due Wednesday

	13
	Strategy instruction
	Cooper: Ch. 7
	Student Choice
	

	14
	Classroom Planning
	Cooper: Ch.
	Classroom Design
	Wednesday: Minilesson due 

	15
	Dead Week/Review

	16
	FINAL EXAM [image: image4.wmf]



