PSCI 2300.002, Introduction to Political Research(
Department of Political Science, University of North Texas

Syllabus, spring 2010 

“…there are known knowns; there are things we know we know. We also know there are known unknowns; that is to say we know there are some things we do not know. But there are also unknown unknowns–the ones we don't know we don't know.”  ~ Donald Rumsfeld

Instructor 







Class Information
Prof. Elizabeth A. Oldmixon 





Meeting time: MWF 1.00p-1.50p
Office: WH155; Mailbox: WH125




Meeting place: WH 316 
                 Telephone: 940.565.4761





ecampus.unt.edu
Office Hours: M 9.00a-11.00a, W 2.00p-3.00p 
Email: elizabeth.oldmixon@unt.edu – I will email you using your University account.
Teaching Assistant

Mr. Christopher Williams 





Office: WH173a; Mailbox: WH125
Office Hours: W 3.00p-4.00p, R 10.00a-12.00p 



Telephone: 940.565.2325

Email: ChristopherWilliams@my.unt.edu
Course Description 

This course investigates how unknowns become knowns.  It introduces students to the strategies and techniques of social science inquiry in political science, and develops students’ ability to think systematically about politics.  To that end, students will learn the skills that will enable them to use social scientific methods to execute a research project.  After completion of the course students should be able to critically analyze arguments that rely on support of empirical data; formulate political questions that can be answered using an empirical approach; reformulate the question into a testable hypothesis; and collect and analyze the information (data) necessary to determine the truth or falsity of the hypothesis. 

Class Procedure 

This class will include short lectures on the nuts and bolts of research, coupled with student participation and activities.  Students should plan to attend faithfully, participate in discussions of techniques and research topics, and familiarize themselves with the research resources available online and in the library.   Students should be aware that lectures are not intended to restate the material that appears in the textbooks, nor will every topic covered in the readings necessarily be discussed in class. Thus, the best way to earn a high grade in this course is to attend class regularly and to complete the assigned readings well before the day of an exam. 

Being in Touch 

My office hours are listed above, but I am usually around.  Feel free to stop by any time, but understand that on occasion I will be unavailable.  When emailing me, please put “PSCI 2300” in the subject line.  If you write me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours.  If I don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder.  If you write over the weekend, you may have to wait until Monday for a reply. A note on etiquette: please sign your emails with your name, and please include an appropriate salutation.  (Hint: you can’t go wrong with “Hi Dr. Oldmixon”.) Leaving a phone message is the least reliable way to reach me.  
Required Reading

Manheim, Jarol B., Richard C. Rich, Lars Willnat, and Craig Leonard Brians. 2008. Empirical Political Analysis. New York: Pearson Longman.
Additional readings will be available online.

Grading 

Final grades will be based on the number of points accumulated on of the following elements:  
Examinations (40% of your final grade, 20% for each exam): Exams will be in class closed book in format. They will include a mixture of objective questions, short essays, and problems.

Homework/In-Class Exercises (30% of your final grade, 5% for each): Homework assignments and due dates are indicated on the syllabus. Each assignment is due without exception at the beginning of class on the due date.  If an assignment is turned in before class, it must be handed directly to the instructor or the teaching assistant, or placed in one of their mailboxes on Wooten Hall 125. 

Research Project (30% of your final grade): Each student is required to write an original research paper, in which they analyze political science data and interpret the results.  As research projects develop, students should consult with chapter 22 of EPA, early and often.  Additional details will be provided.   
Extra Credit: Students should not expect or ask for extra credit. If extra credit is offered, it is only when it can be made available to everyone in the class. Note the grading criteria, and plan accordingly for your success.  

Record Keeping: Keep all copies of your returned exams and assignments, in order that discrepancies can be demonstrated and corrected. Grades will be posted on Blackboard in a timely fashion. Discrepancies with the grade records must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must be able to produce their assignments and exams. Students wishing to have an assignment re-graded must return it to the professor within two of the day on which it was returned, and include a memo explaining the nature of their dispute. 
Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following schedule: A, 90-100%; B, 80-89%; C, 70-79%; D, 60-69; F, below 60%.
Important Dates

Assignment 1 due
January 29

Assignment 2 due
February 8

Assignment 3 due
February 15

Midterm exam

March 5
Assignment 4 due
April 5

Assignment 5 due
April 14

Assignment 6 due
April 26 

Research paper due
May 3

Final exam 

May 12, 10.30a-12.30p
Course Schedule
Week 1 (January 18): Scientific Approaches to the Study of Politics 


EPA chapter 1

No class Monday, MLK observance

Week 2 (January 25): Hypotheses and Variables


EPA chapter 2


Friday:
Assignment 1 due

Week 3 (February 1): Finding and Using Literature


EPA chapters 3 and 4

Week 4 (February 8): Measurement


EPA chapter 5


Monday: Assignment 2 due, Library Scavenger Hunt

Week 5 (February 15): Design Considerations


EPA chapters 6 and 12

Monday: Assignment 3 due

Week 6 (February 22): Sampling


EPA chapter 7

Week 7 (March 1): Exam Week


Monday: Catch up

Wednesday: Review


Friday: Midterm Exam

Week 8 (March 8): Survey Research


EPA chapters 8 and 9

Week 9 (March 15): Spring Break

Week 10 (March 22): Using Published Data


EPA chapters 10 and 11

Week 11 (March 29): Univariate Analysis


EPA chapters 14 (skim) and 16

Friday: lab session

Week 12 (April 5): Bivariate Analysis 


EPA chapters 15 and 17 


Monday: assignment 4 due


Friday: lab session

Week 13 (April 12): Multivariate Analysis


EPA chapter 18

Wednesday: Assignment 5 due

Week 14 (April 19): Multivariate Analysis II

Friday: lab session

Week 15 (April 26) Qualitative Analysis


EPA chapters TBD


Monday: Assignment 6 due

Week 16 (May 3): Pre-Finals Week


Monday: catch up, Research Paper due


Wednesday: review


Friday: no class

Finals Week


Final Exam: Wednesday, May 12, 10.30a-12.30p

Class Policies and Conduct Expectations
Excused Absences:  Excused absences are absences that result from a verifiable, documented emergency or unavoidable legal or University obligation. 

Attendance: Attendance is not factored directly into final grades.  However, students who miss class are solely responsible for getting the notes, for all in-class announcements, and for any other consequences of non-attendance.  

Make-Up Examinations: Failure to take an exam on time on the scheduled date will normally result in a zero. Make-up examinations are given at the discretion for the instructor, and only for excused absences. Students needing to miss an exam for any reason must request a make-up exam and provide documentation at least one week prior to the scheduled exam. If that is not possible, students much produce documentation demonstrating the emergent nature of their absence, such as a police report or physician's letter (not a receipt). 

Late Assignments: Assignments are due without exception at the beginning of class on the due date.  If class has started, the assignment will be considered late.  Assignments will be penalized a ½ of a letter grade if tuned in late but on the due date and a full letter grade for each day thereafter.  Please note that assignments may be turned in early. Students fearing that they might be late may email them to the TA as PDF documents or fax them to the instructor at 940.565.4818. 

Classroom Behavior: The instructor will endeavor to create a classroom environment in which give and take is a regular part of class. This will be based on mutual respect and courtesy. Therefore:

· Do not fall asleep in class.  It’s rude and distracting.  

· Cell phones, pagers, or all other potentially disruptive electronic devices must be silenced.  Laptops may only be used to take notes.

· Students should not send text messages, have side conversations, or read irrelevant materials during class.  

· Class starts at 1pm and ends at 1.50pm.  Students should plan to be on time and stay for the entire period.  We’re all busy, so let’s respect each other’s time.  

· Students who violate the standards of behavior in the UNT Student Handbook( or are otherwise disruptive are subject to an array of sanctions, such as dismissal from lecture, dismissal from the class, grade reduction, and referral to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
Religious Holidays

In accordance with UNT Policy 15.2.5 (www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/15_2_5.html), students will be excused from class or other activities for the observance of religious holidays, for religions whose places of worship are exempt from property tax under Section 11.20 of the Tax Code. The student is encouraged to notify the instructor as soon as possible regarding the absence.  

Statement of ADA Compliance
In accordance with UNT Policy 18.1.14 (www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_14.html), the Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the second week of classes).

Academic Integrity

See UNT Policy 18.1.16 at www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf.
I. Categories of Academic Dishonesty 
A. Cheating.  The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to:  

1. 
use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments;  
2. 
dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments;  

3. 
acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a faculty or staff member of the University;  

4. 
dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor;  

5. 
any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment.  
B. Plagiarism. Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to:  

1. 
the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation.  

2. 
the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials.  

C. Forgery.  Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature of an instructor or other student.  
D. Fabrication.  Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic exercise.  
E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty.  Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty.  
F. Sabotage.  Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic work of others.
II. Available Academic Penalties 

The following academic penalties may be assessed at the instructor’s discretion upon determination that academic dishonesty has occurred.  Admonitions and educational assignments are not appealable. 
A. Admonition.  The student may be issued a verbal or written warning.  
B. Assignment of Educational Coursework.  The student may be required to perform additional coursework not required of other students in the specific course.   
C. Partial or no credit for an assignment or assessment.  The instructor may award partial or no credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic dishonesty, to be calculated into the final course grade.  
D. Course Failure.  The instructor may assign a failing grade for the course.   
( The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus at her discretion. 





( See: http://www.unt.edu/csrr/pdf/conduct/code_of_conduct.pdf.





PAGE  
2

