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Dr. Elizabeth Oldmixon 







       Office Telephone: 940.565.4761 

Office: WH 155; 







                                              Email: via Bb Learn

Hours: M 10.00a-12.00p, T 10-11.00a 

                                            
Blackboard

A Blackboard page is maintained for this course at learn.unt.edu. Students are responsible for checking Blackboard for assignments and notices. Assignments will be submitted on Blackboard and student grades will be posted on Blackboard. Check that your grades are recorded properly.
Being in Touch 

My office hours are listed above. I am available for appointments should you have a scheduling conflict.  If you email me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours. If I don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder. A note on etiquette: 1) please sign your emails with your name, 2) please include an appropriate salutation, 3) please ask a specific question if you need a response, and 4) please include the course number (PSCI 4150) in the subject line of your message.  

Course Description 

In spite of predictions that religion would whither away with in the face of modernization, religion has demonstrated impressive staying power as a factor in contemporary political life.  Even casual observation of American politics indicates that religion remains interwoven into the fabric of contemporary politics. Our goal is to obtain an enhanced understanding and appreciation of the salience of religion in public life. Although the study of religion and politics raises a host of deep philosophical questions, the principal aim of the course is to understand how religion affects politics (and vice versa) rather than to explore the moral questions raised by the interaction of these two forces. What is more, the authenticity of particular creeds is, for our purposed, irrelevant. 
Required Reading
Corbett, Michael, Julia Corbett-Hemeyer, and J. Matthew Wilson. 2014. Religion and Politics in the United States. New York, NY: Routledge.

Additional readings and videos will be available via Blackboard. 

Course Outline 
With due allowance for delays, here is the tentative schedule: 

  

	Topic and Dates
	Readings assignments

	Module 1, Religion and the American Experience

	Orientation 
June 2
	No assignment


	Conceptualizing Religion

June 3, 4
	Putnam and Campbell, Amazing Grace, ch. 1

Corbett et al., ch. 1



	Historical Perspectives

June 4, 5
	Corbett et al., chs. 2-4

James Madison, “Federalist 10”

de Tocqueville, Democracy in American

	Constitutional Perspectives 

June 9, 10, 11, 12
	Corbett et al., chs. 5-6

Jefferson’s letter to the Danbury Baptists 

	Public Opinion

June 16
	Corbett et al., ch. 7

Wald, Kenneth D., Dennis Owen, and Samuel Hill. 1988. “Churches as Political Communities.” American Political Science Review 82: 531–48. 

	Religious Politics among Whites

June 17, 18
	Corbett et al., ch. 8

	Religious Politics among Racial & Ethic Minorities

June 19, 23
	Corbett et al., ch. 10

	Sex & Sexuality

June 24, 25
	Putnam and Campbell, pp 231-246, TBD 


	Policymaking and Public Square

 June 26, 30
	Corbett et al., ch. 11

Booth et al., ch. 6

	Paper Discussion

July 1
	Corbett et al., ch. 12

	Conclusion

July 2
	No assignment

	Final Exam

July 3
	No assignment


Grading 
The course grade will be based on the following components: a final examination (40%), class participation (20%), group research paper (35%), and readings quizzes (5%). 

The examination will be in class closed book format. They will include a mixture of objective questions, short answers, and essay questions that cover all the assigned reading (whether discussed in class or not) and any other material covered in class. It is not necessary to bring blue books. On exams days, students may not 1) wear hats, sunglasses, or headphones; 2) eat or drink anything; 3) leave the exam room – even to use the lavatory; 4) answer a phone call; 5) touch, use, or keep in view any electronic devices or class related materials; 6) take the exam after the first person has left.

With respect to class participation, students are expected to attend class faithfully, having completed the assigned readings, and ready to discuss the material. Not only will this benefit your participation grade, but it will help you do well on the final. 

To ensure that students keep up with the readings, there will be several quizzes over the readings. These will be completed outside of class, and will be available via Blackboard over a 24-hour window. Students will have one hour to complete each quiz, which will be comprised of 5 to 10 multiple-choice questions.  One quiz may be skipped without penalty. Alternatively, the lowest quiz grades will be dropped.

The assignment for your group research paper is to study a religious organization from a political perspective. You are to select a religious group (a specific church, synagogue, mosque, etc.) and study it by means of both personal observation, Internet exploration, and literature review. In selecting a group for study, you must be able to make a firsthand visit during worship. During the visit, you should observe the group. In the second data collection strategy, you will "visit" the web page of the church or its central denomination and examine the contents and links.

Based on your observations, discuss the role of politics in the religious group you have visited. In visiting the actual church, you can watch, talk to people and read literature. Using the web, you will have to examine the contents closely and follow any links to other web sites. Because "politics" can be subtle as well as overt, it is important to look for a variety of clues. Look for:

· evidence of political activities such as voter registration, recruitment for political campaigns, and political slogans on bumper stickers, publications, and links

· the nature of appeals to intellect and emotion, a this-worldly vs. other-worldly orientation, ritual, participation of members, etc.

· leadership activity and styles, political advocacy, civic involvement, etc.

· group activities involving society and community, civic activities, policy positions, endorsement of candidates or movements

· role of women, governing structures

The paper should describe the church or organization, assess any political messages that members are likely to encounter, suggest the social and political concerns of the group, and discuss the leadership's role and attitudes toward social and political questions. The best papers usually: 

· provide a summary of the history and evolution of the religious organization and its core doctrines. Such papers often demonstrate how the organization's history and development affected its political perspectives. (This is where the literature review will be invaluable.)
· emphasize the political positions that are taken by the organization (to the degree they are discernible) and how they are linked to the organization's religious vision. This often includes comments about the political structure of the organization itself and discussion of the role of women in the church.

· exploit the available sources thoroughly. This means, for example, that students should cover the Web pages thoroughly (rather than simply listing it by topic) and follow the links. Students should report thoroughly on what they saw and what they found out in their conversations. Multiple visits are better than a single visit.

· utilize as many sources as possible. In particular, when there is something unique or distinctive about the tradition under study, the best papers will consult additional information (books, newspaper articles, etc.) to explore further.

· follow accepted rules of good writing - proper grammar, correct spelling, complete sentences rather than fragments, appropriate capitalization of words, etc

· provide full information on citations and references, including the source of quotations, controversial comments, etc. Web pages should also be cited properly and you can find a guide to doing that below.

Students should not expect or ask for extra credit. If extra credit is offered, it is only when it can be made available to everyone in the class. Note the grading criteria, and plan accordingly for your success. 
Class Policies and Conduct Expectations

Attendance and Excused Absences:  Excused absences are absences that result from a verifiable, documented emergency or unavoidable legal or University obligation. Students who miss class are solely responsible for getting the notes, for all in-class announcements, and for any other consequences of non-attendance.  

Make-Up Examinations: Make-up examinations are given at the discretion for the instructor, and only for excused absences. If for some substantial reason you cannot take your exam at the scheduled time, you should contact me prior to the due date. Students needing to miss an exam for any reason must meet with me in person outside of class to request a make-up. They must provide documentation at least one week prior to the scheduled exam. If that is not possible, students much produce documentation demonstrating the emergent nature of their absence, such as a police report or physician's letter (not a receipt). 

Late Assignments: All assignments should be uploaded to Blackboard by 5pm on the due date, unless otherwise noted.  If for some substantial reason you cannot turn in your assignments at the scheduled time, you should contact me prior to the due date. Assignments turned in late but on the due date (day one) will be eligible for 95% of the total points. On day two, assignments will be eligible for 90% of the total points; on day three they will be eligible for 80% of the total points; on day four they will be eligible for 70% of the total points. Assignments will not be eligible for any credit if they are turned in after day four. Please note that assignments may be turned in early. 

Classroom Conduct: All students must treat the instructor, the other students, and the classroom setting with respect.   The same is true for the instructor. Therefore:

· All potentially disruptive electronic devices must be silenced. Use of laptops in class is a privilege that I extend for note taking or for in-class exercises as directed.

· Students should not send text messages, have side conversations, fall asleep, or read irrelevant materials during class. It’s impolite and distracting.
· Students should be on time and stay for the entire period.  

· Please show respect for alternative opinions and points of view.
· Please note that expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums.
· The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.

Religious Holidays 

In accordance with UNT Policy 15.2.5, students will be excused from class or other activities for the observance of religious holidays, for religions whose places of worship are exempt from property tax under Section 11.20 of the Tax Code. The student is encouraged to notify the instructor as soon as possible regarding the absence.  

Departmental Statement of ADA Compliance 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation.

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Cheating and Plagiarism

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty.

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course. In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of the exam. Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams.

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

Policies on academic dishonesty: http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
Course Drop Information: see schedule at – http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html
One final disclaimer. Please note that the instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus at her discretion.
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