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Scope of the Course:

This courses stands upon three critical assumptions:  The first is that advances in science and technology are not likely in themselves to resolve the environmental crisis.  Environmental problems are not simply the result of limitations in human knowledge and technical ability.  On the contrary, some of the most striking environmental issues we now face could not have occurred without prodigious scientific knowledge and the application of highly advanced technology.  The second assumption is that the present condition of the environment is related to deep seated attitudes and assumptions concerning the value and significance of nature.  Attitudes, assumptions, and values concerning nature are very often embedded in cultural traditions of great antiquity.  Human behavior is often shaped by these attitudes even when the tradition is explicitly rejected.  These assumptions, attitudes, and values invite philosophical reflection.  Questions concerning the degree to which the values embedded in Western religious traditions have enhanced or undermined the relationship between human beings and nature, and the question of the impact of such values and assumptions, is the subject matter of this course.  It is a question that has been debated since environmental ethics emerged as an academic sub-discipline.  A variety of responses to this question have been articulated by various specialists in Environmental Ethics.  They too invite our attention.  The third assumption is that our answers to the questions pursued in this course ought to be based upon a scholarly examination of the sources of the Western cultural tradition and its development, rather than an attitude of sympathy or antipathy towards Western religion.

The purpose of this course is to examine the assumptions, values, and attitudes of the Western religious tradition, especially Christianity, concerning nature.  We shall proceed by inquiring into the attitudes and values concerning nature reflected in Western religion from its Biblical sources and the typical ways these sources have been interpreted in the history of Western religion.  This inquiry will involve exploration and reflection upon Biblical sources, patristic and medieval sources, and the history of Western religious art, literature, and theology.  It will also require an analysis of the influence of the attitudes reflected in these sources upon the eventual emergence of secular approaches to nature, such as we find in the nineteenth century in the industrial revolution and the development of capitalism.  Our objective is a scholarly appreciation for the significance of the values concerning nature embodied in Western Religion.

The course is divided roughly into 5 parts treating successively (1) Biblical sources of attitudes toward nature, (2) patristic and medieval sources of attitudes towards nature, (3) the status of nature in the protestant reformation and enlightenment, (4) the standing of nature in romantic art, literature and philosophy in the nineteenth century and beyond, and (5) contemporary approaches to ecological theology.  The course will focus upon Christian religious thought, but it will also entail some exploration of the status of nature in Jewish and Islamic thought.

Requirements:
A meaningful encounter with the issues of this course will require considerable interaction with the primary and secondary documentary resources, and with others dealing with them.  For this reason an essential requirement of the course will be class participation.  The course should be thought of as a working group with each member sharing insights gathered in the course of the week's reading and research.  Students are expected to come to the class prepared (a) to recapitulate the thesis or argument of the reading of the week, (b) to say something significant about the material, and (c) be prepared to discuss this material with others. Weekly reading assignments are to be read with care before they are discussed.  Participants should formulate questions pertaining to the reading of the week for discussions during class sessions.  
Specifically, students are required to write a one page response to the reading of the week.  Because these responses will be the basis of our class discussions, they are to be completed for each week’s session on the Monday.  On the first week of class this assignment will be due on the Wednesday of the week. 
Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to be in attendance in class, every class session, unless prevented by accident or serious illness.  You are permitted three (3) unexcused absences in the course of the semester.  After three unexcused absences your final grade will be reduced by one letter grade for every unexcused absence.  Excused absences are restricted to accident, serious illness, or similar extenuating circumstances.  For an absence to be excused, a note from a health professional must be presented to your instructor promptly after any absence.  A record of perfect or near perfect attendance will also be considered in the calculation of final grades, and may be crucial when the result of other material puts you on the margin of a grade category.  The presumption is that if all your absences are the result of serious injury or illness they will be rare, and your record of attendance will be nearly perfect.  Inordinate absences from class will constitute grounds for dropping you from the course for non-attendance.

Grades:

Grades will be based on the quality of class participation, the results of exams and written assignments, and the results of an optional research paper.  There will be a quarter-term exam, a mid‑term exam, and a final exam.  The quarter-term and the mid-term will count about equally (25% each) towards your final grade.  The final exam will be worth the same as the quarter-term and the mid-term combined (50%) in the calculation of your final grade.  The quarter-term, and the mid‑term exam will cover all material dealt with in the first half of the course.  The final exam will cover material from the course in its entirety, but stress the topics covered in the last part of the course. These exams will contain both objective and subjective questions.  In addition, students will occasionally have the opportunity to make a presentation of the material in the reading of the week.  These will be worth a possible 10 bonus points towards the 100 points for the course.  Also small unannounced quizzes may be given at any time in the course of the semester. These will usually deal with the reading assignment of the week they will be worth 5 bonus points.  Conscientious daily preparation for class is the best preparation for all exams.  
To receive a grade of “A” for the course a student must complete a thoroughly researched, appropriately documented, clearly written research paper, and achieve an average grade of 90% on all exams for the course.  Without the research paper the highest grade you can earn is a “B.”  Research papers are intended to represent a significant research effort.  It is not to be the sort of assignment that can be completed overnight, or over a sleepless weekend.  The topic for the paper must be chosen in consultation with your instructor. If you wish to do a paper but cannot find a topic sufficiently specific for a research paper your instructor can help.  All topics must be discussed with your instructor and approved by your instructor before beginning.  The topic for your research paper should be chosen in the first four weeks of the course.  Dates will be specified for the completion of the various phases of the project: preliminary reading and research (which should begin this week), completion of a tentative outline, completion of the first draft of the paper, and submission of the final draft complete with bibliography.  The topic for the paper must pertain to the subject matter of the course.  Research papers must represent your own original work.  Plagiarism will result in an automatic "F" for the paper and the course, as well as disciplinary action by the appropriate university authorities.  As time permits, some of the papers will be presented to the class as a whole.

Policy on Grades of I (Incomplete):

A grade of "I" will be given for the course only in the case of extenuating circumstances such as accident or serious illness that make it impossible to complete all the course requirements on time.

Drop Policy:


A student may drop the course with instructor's permission until the last day allowed by the university to drop the course with instructor's permission.  That day is Monday, Nov 7, 2016. The drop schedule is available on line at http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
Academic Dishonesty:


An explanation of the university’s Academic Dishonesty policy is available at the following web site. http//www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
Americans with Disabilities Law and the Office of Disability Accomodation (ODA):

The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

Books, articles and other materials for discussion:

The principle sources for the course will include articles published in professional journals and essays contained in edited volumes.  Relevant journal and other material will be indicated each week as we proceed through the semester, and will be available on Blackboard.  In addition we will be use one historical treatment of the relationship between the Christian religious tradition and nature, called The Travail of Nature: The Ambiguous Ecological Promise of Christian Theology, by H. Paul Santmire.
Books for the course are available at the University Store in the Student Union Building, and at Voertman's, 1314 W. Hickory Street.

Tentative Schedule of Topics:

Week of
August 29
Introduction:  Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis,” (Arnold Toynbee, “The Religious Background of the Present Environmental Crisis,” Lewis W. Moncrief “The Cultural Basis for Our Environmental Crisis.”) On Blackboard
Sept.
 5
Attitudes towards nature in among the ancient Hebrews: Jonathan Helfand, “The Earth is the Lord’s:  Judaism and Environmental Ethics,” (Paddock, Paddock and Bly, “Dust to Dust: Land in the Jewish and Christian Traditions. Richard H. Hiers, “Ecology, Biblical Theology, and Methodology: Biblical Perspectives on the Environment”) On Blackboard

12
Attitudes towards nature in the New Testament and Early Christianity, H. Paul Santmire, Chapters 1-3

19 
Attitudes towards nature among the desert fathers.  Susan Bratton, “The Original Desert Solitaire: Early Christian Monasticism and Wilderness." Environmental Ethics, 10 (1988): 31-53. Joan Chittister, “Monasticism: An Ancient Answer to Modern Problems.” On Blackboard.  Topic for Research paper Due
26
The understanding of nature in early medieval art, and the meaning of nature among the Church Fathers:  Augustine, H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 4. First Exam
Oct.
 3
The understanding of nature in the theology of St. Thomas Aquinas, H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 5

10
The Benedictines, St. Francis of Assisi and the Franciscans: H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 6; Peter Hooper and Martin Palmer, “St. Francis and Ecology;” René Dubos “Franciscan Conservation versus Benedictine Stewardship.” On Blackboard 

17
The Protestant Reformation and the meaning of nature among the reformers of the Church. H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 7. Martin Palmer, “The Protestant Tradition.” On Blackboard

24
The standing of nature in the Enlightenment:  Francis Bacon, The New Atlantis, (selections from Rene Descartes, Discourse on Method.) On Blackboard 



Second Exam

31
Nature and the legacy of the Enlightenment, and the Industrial Revolution. Selections from Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. (Adam Smith, selections from The Wealth of Nations.  Charlie Chaplin Modern Times. On Blackboard [YouTube].) Outline of Research Paper Due
Nov. 
 7
The Status of Nature in the Romantic Art, Literature and Philosophy of the Nineteenth Century.  Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature. Henry David Theroux selections On Blackboard

14
The Legacy of Romanticism and the Origin of Environmental Ethics.  Leopold and the Land Ethic.  Aldo Leopold, selections from The Sand County Almanac. On Blackboard

17
Contemporary approaches to Ecological Theology H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 9

21
Monday only: Thanksgiving week H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature, Chapter 10.

28 
John Cobb, “Christian Existence in a World of Limits.”  On Blackboard


Research Paper Due

Dec.
 5
Final discussion: Sallie McFague, “Imaging a Theology of Nature: The World as God’s Body;” Loren Wilkinson “Christ as Creator and Redeemer.” On Blackboard.

12
Final Exam Week:  Final Exam, Wednesday Dec. 14, 2016 10:30am-12:30pm
