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Scope of the Course:


As a major in Religion Studies you will, by your senior year, have achieved some acquaintance with religious traditions that originate in differing regions of the world.  You will also have studied these traditions with the tools generated by differing traditions of scholarship: historical, literary, social scientific, philosophical. Sometimes religion is studied without much reflection on the method being used to study the subject or the way the method affects the understanding of the subject.  The purpose of the present course is to explore the study of religion itself, and the manner in which this subject has become an academic field.  Our objective is to understand the degree to which these methods of study and the theories of religion they employ constitute what could be understood as an academic discipline.  Taking a broadly historical approach, we will begin with some approaches to religion that have become classics of the study of religion.  Some of these originate in the nineteenth century.  We examine them because both their innovations and what we now see as the weaknesses in their approaches are instructive for the way we approach religion as a subject of academic study today.  This will include the pioneering work and insights of Edward B. Tylor, James Fraser, Ludwig Feuerbach, Kark Marx, Emile Durkheim, Sigmund Freud.  In studying these figures we will be especially interested in the way the pervading ideas that influenced the thought of the nineteenth century affected the manner in which these studies were undertaken and the results they achieved.  Turning to the 20th century we will look at the manner in which the expanding field of the study of religion led to new and differing strategies to study this phenomenon and the effect of the methods that were employed upon the theory of religion that these studies developed.  This will include the insights of such figures as William James, Max Weber, Rudolf Otto, Mircea Eliade, E. E. Evans-Pritchard, and Clifford Geertz.  Rather than ask you to purchase the original works we will use a collection of the relevant major texts of each of these figures.  We will also use a companion to this volume of texts that will provide an analysis of the theories that will offer the starting point for a discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of these approaches to the subject.

Issues in the study of religion that have emerged since the 1970’s that will affect the future of the study of religion can be the subject of a research paper.  These include gender issues, post-modernism, orientialism, globalization, fundamentalism, and the environment. Some guidance in these issues will be provided by the optional text, the Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion.  

Requirements:

Your coming to terms with the material of this course will require careful attention to reading assignments, thoughtful reflection upon the material, and full participation in class discussions and presentations.  Because important background material not available from your reading will be given in classroom lectures, regular attendance is crucial to the successful completion of the course.

This course requires a thoroughly researched, appropriately documented, clearly written research paper.  Research papers are intended to represent a significant research effort.  They will not be the sort of assignment that can be completed overnight, or over a sleepless weekend.  The topic for the paper must be chosen in consultation with your instructor. If you cannot find a topic sufficiently specific for a research paper your instructor can help.  All topics must be discussed with your instructor and approved by your instructor before beginning.  The topic for your paper should be chosen in the first four weeks of the course.  Specific dates will be indicated for the completion of the various phases of the project: preliminary reading and research, completion of a tentative outline, completion of the first draft of the paper, and submission of the final draft complete with bibliography.  The topic for the paper must pertain to the subject matter of the course.  Research papers must represent your own original work.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic "F" for the paper and the course, as well as disciplinary action by the appropriate university authorities.  As time permits, some of the papers will be presented to the class as a whole.

Besides the research paper there will be a quarter-term exam, a mid‑term, and a final exam.  The quarter term, and the mid‑term exam will cover all material dealt with in the first half of the course.  The final exam will cover material from the course in its entirety, but stress the topics covered in the last part of the course.  These exams will contain both objective and subjective questions.  In addition, small unannounced quizzes may be given at any time in the course of the semester.  These will be based on the reading assignment of the week.  Conscientious daily preparation for class is the best preparation for all exams.

Grades:

Grades will be based upon the quality of class participation, the quality of the research paper, and the results of quizzes and exams.  The quarter-term exam and the mid‑term exam will count about equally towards the final grade for the course.  Those two exams together, the research paper, and the final exam will count about equally, making up the greater part of the grade.  But attendance, participation, and the results of unannounced quizzes will also count.  These considerations can make the difference between letter grades when your final course grade is calculated, especially if the results of the quarter-term and mid-term, the research paper, and the final exam put you on the margin of a grade.

Attendance Policy:


Students are expected to be in attendance in class, every class session, unless prevented by accident or serious illness.  While the instructor cannot maintain records for every absence, attendance records are kept on the basis of occasional attendance checks.  The result is that at the end of the semester the instructor does not have a record of absences, but an accurate record of students whose attendance is perfect or nearly perfect.  A record of perfect or near perfect attendance will be considered in the calculation of final grades, and may be crucial when the result of other material puts you on the margin of a grade category.  The presumption is that if all your absences are the result of serious injury or illness they will be rare, and your record of attendance will be nearly perfect.  Please do not bother me with excuses.

Policy on Absences from Exams:

If you are absent from any major exams because of accident or serious illness, arrangements for a make-up exam will be made only on receipt of a letter or other notification from the appropriate medical authority.  There are no make-up exams for unannounced quizzes.

Policy on Papers Printed by Electronic Means:

Your research paper for the course must be handed in on time.  You are welcome to use a computer and electronic printer to produce the final copy of your paper.   Nevertheless, it is your responsibility to see that the paper is submitted by the date and time required.  And the paper must be submitted in hard copy.   Any malfunction that may have caused a file to have been mysteriously lost by the computer is your responsibility alone.    

Policy on Grades of I (Incomplete):

A grade of I will be given for the course only in the case of extenuating circumstances such as accident or serious illness that make it impossible to complete all the requirements.

Drop Policy:

A student may drop the course with instructor's permission until the last day allowed by the university to drop the course with instructor's permission.  That day is Monday Nov 2, 2015.  
Academic Dishonesty:


An explanation of the university’s Academic Dishonesty policy is available at the following web site:   http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
Americans with Disabilities Law and the Office of Disability Accomodation (ODA):
The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

Books:

Books for this course are available at Barnes and noble at UNT, and at Voertman's, 1314 W. Hickory.  They include:

Daniel Pals, Eight Theories of Religion, Second Edition (New York: Oxford University Press), 2005.

Daniel Pals, Editor, Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classical Theories (New York: Oxford University Press), 2008.
Optional: John Hinnells, Editor, The Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion.  (Florence KY: Routelege), 2009

Approximate Schedule of Reading Assignments:

Week of

Aug.
24
Introductions

 31
E. B. Tylor and James Fraser: Eight Theories pp. 3-17; 18-51; Readings, pp. 1-35
Sept
 7
E. B. Tylor and James Fraser cont’d: Readings, pp. 37-70.

14
Sigmund Freud: Eight Theories, pp. 53-84; Readings, pp. 71-98.

21
Emile Durkheim: Eight Theories, pp 85-117; Readings, pp. 99-142.


First Exam


28
Karl Marx: Eight Theories, pp. 118-148; Readings, pp. 143-170.
Oct
 5
William James and Rudolf Otto:  Readings, pp. 171-204, 205-236

12
Max Weber: Eight Theories, pp. 149-92; Readings, pp. 237-270


Mid-Term exam


19
Mircea Eliade: Eight Theories, pp. 193-228; Readings, pp. 271-308 

26
Mircea Eliade cont’d 
Nov
 2
E.E. Evans-Pritchard: Eight Theories, pp. 229-259; Readings, pp. 309-340

 9 
Clifford Geertz: Eight Theories, pp. 260-291; Readings, pp. 341-372

16
Clifford Geertz cont’d: on blackboard

23
Thanksgiving week
Dec
 1
Final Review

 8
Final exam week:  Final Exam Dec. 8, 2014, 6:00-8:50pm
