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Employment History
2016-Present 
Associate Professor of Creative Writing, University of North Texas
2007-2016   
Co-founder and Co-Director, The Centre for New Writing, University of Manchester

· Director of M.A. and Ph.D. programmes in Creative Writing
· Founder and Co-editor, The Manchester Review (online literary journal)
· Director and designer of B.A. in English with Creative Writing (2013)
2005-2016    
Lecturer in Creative Writing, University of Manchester 

1996-2005 
Lecturer in American Literature, University of Manchester

· Director of the American Studies Programme, 2002-4.

1992-96            Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Virginia

1987-90
Writing Instructor, The American University in Cairo

· Taught composition and literature to students from a variety of Middle-Eastern backgrounds.

Education

1990-96
Ph.D.

English



University of Virginia

1986-87
M.A. 

20th C. Literature 

University of Sussex

1983-86
B.A.

English
 (1st class Hons.) 
University of Manchester

Publications
Books

The North Water (New York: Henry Holt, 2016). 
· Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2016

· New York Times Bestseller

· Finalist for the LA Times Book Prize 2017 (Mystery/Thriller)

· Finalist for the Encore Award 2017
· New York Times Top 10 Book of 2016
· Chicago Tribune Top 10 Book of 2016

· Wall Street Journal  Top 10 Mystery of 2016

· Amazon.com 100 Best Books of 2016
· Semi Finalist for the Goodreads Choice Awards (Historical Fiction)
· Translated into sixteen languages
Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism (Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 2015).
Incredible Bodies, (London: Bloomsbury, 2006) German Translation (Der Klugscheisser) published by Goldmann, 2008.

Short stories
“The Silence” The Harlequin (October 2013). <www.theharlequin.org>

“Boomerang” Corridor 8 (Jan 2010).
“Spontaneous You” The Manchester Review 3 (October 2009). <www.themanchesterreview.co.uk>

“The Red Monk,” The Paris Review 158 (Spring/Summer 2001) 85-117. 
“Spot the Ball,” Panta 16 (Summer 1998) 291-306.  An extract from this story was also published with a critical commentary in the “Solo Sex” chapter of Elizabeth  Benedict’s The Joy of Writing Sex: A Guide for Fiction Writers (Cincinnati: Story Press, 1996) 138-40.

“The Varieties of Religious Experience,” The Chicago Review 40.1 (Spring 1994) 32-49.

Academic Articles

“‘What was that thing she was?’ -- Realism, Postmodernism and the Fragmented Body in Richard Ford’s A Multitude of Sins” Textual Practice, 29:4 (2015) 589-609. 

"Spoiled People: Narcissism and the De-centered Self in Richard Ford's Women with Men" Journal of the Short Story in English 60 (Spring 2013) 129-146.
“‘The Abandonment of Precious Things’: Richard Ford and the Limits of Pragmatism” The Mississippi Quarterly 65:2 (Spring 2012) 259-280.
 “Who Ain’t a Slave?: Moby Dick and the Ideology of Free Labor,” The Journal of American Studies 37 (August 2003) 287-305.

“Repetition in Whitman and Kierkegaard,” The Mickle Street Review 15 (Summer 2002). <www.micklestreet.rutgers.edu>
“Culture and Antipathy: Arnold, Emerson and Democratic Vistas,” Symbiosis: A Journal of Anglo-American Literary Relations, 5.1 (April 2001) 77-84.
“W.D. Howells and the Crisis of Overproduction,” The Journal of American Studies 33 (December 1999) 459-472.

“Epistemology and Empire in Idylls of the King,” Victorian Poetry 30 (Autumn/Winter 1992) 387-400.

Other Writing
I write occasional book reviews for The Financial Times (London) and The New York Times Book Review, and I have also published literary journalism in The Guardian and The Independent, and travel journalism for Travel and Leisure magazine.
Editorial Work

Founder and Co-editor, The Manchester Review (online literary journal).

I am directly involved in all stages of the production process including the design and modification of the website, the selection of content, liaising with contributors and soliciting contributions, managing the budget and organising payments, and marketing and publicity.

Editorial Advisor, The Manchester Anthology (annual anthology of M.A. student work)

I oversee a team of graduate students who are responsible for producing the annual anthology of work from the University of Manchester’s M.A. in Creative Writing. I have a particular responsibility for the budget and for liaising with editors and literary agents.
Conferences Organised
Contemporary Literature and Its Contexts, University of Manchester, 1-2 July 2010. 
Ph.D. Supervision
Kathrina Mohammed Daud, “Jongsarat (a novel) and Christianity and the Canon: Reading the Chinese American Canon through the Sacred.” Completed 2011. Currently holds university-level teaching position at Universiti Brunei Darussalam.
Nick Murgatroyd, “Light in the Blood (a novel) and The Language of Freedom: Narrative Form in E.L. Doctorow,” Completed 2011.
Creina Mansfield, “Phoung’s Story (a novel) and The Virtue of Disloyalty: a Narratological Analysis of Graham Greene’s The Quiet American.” Completed 2011. Phong’s Story  published 2014 by North Georgia University Press.
Beth Daley, “Blood and Water (a novel) and The Golden Mother: The influence of Catholic female iconography, psychoanalysis and feminist politics on female relationships in selected works of Michèle Roberts.” Completed 2011. Blood and Water  published by Hic Dragones in 2013.

J. T. Welsch, “Poems and The Linguistic Subject of William Carlos Williams Spring and All.” Completed 2011. Currently holds university-level teaching position at The College of York and St John.
Veronica Turiano, “Columbus (short story collection) and Reinventing the Real: Hyperealism, Hybridity and the Emergence of the Post-Postmodern in in the Plays of Martin McDonagh” Completed 2013.
Philip Leeke, “The Counterlife of Knight Errant Christie McKay (a novel) and The Trials of Philip Roth: Writing as Ordeal and Punishment.” Completed 2013.
Juliet Bates, “The Modern World (a novel) and Home and the Unhomely in John Banville’s Birchwood, Graham Swift’s Waterland and Jane Gardam’s Crusoe’s Daughter.” Completed 2016.
Valerie O’Riordan, “Fiasco (short story collection) and Time Identity and Narrativisation in the Short Story Cycles of Jennifer Egan and David Vann.” Completed 2016.
Selina Guinness, Creative Writing (fiction), commenced September 2013.
Jonathan Pountney, “The After-life of Raymond Carver,” commenced September 2013.
Rosemary Kaye, Creative Writing (fiction), commenced September 2014.

I have also acted as an internal examiner on a number of occasions for Ph.D. dissertations in the fields of Creative Writing (fiction and poetry), American Studies, Post-Colonial Literature and Art History

Courses Taught, University of North Texas

Undergraduate:

Advanced Fiction Writing
Postgraduate:

MA/PhD Fiction Writing Workshop
Courses Taught, University of Manchester
Undergraduate:

Fiction, Poetry, Study Skills (Year 1)
Introduction to Fiction Writing (Year 2)
Advanced Fiction Writing (Year 3)
American Literature, 1620-1855
American Literature, 1855-1900

American Literature, 1900-1945

From Jamestown to James Brown, contributing lecturer
Reading Literature, contributing lecturer

American Literature and Social Criticism 1900-1990

Introduction to Cultural Theory, contributing lecturer
African American Literature

Recent American Fiction

Modernity and Postmodernism

Turn-of-the-Century American Fiction

James, Wharton and Fitzgerald

American Slavery

I have also acted as academic advisor to undergraduate students at all levels and have supervised undergraduate dissertations on a wide range of literary subjects.
Graduate:

M.A. Fiction Writing Workshop

Forms of Fiction

Contemporary Fiction

Anglo-American Modernism
Henry James

Courses Taught, University of Virginia 
Undergraduate:

Academic Writing

Shakespeare

British Literature Survey

Courses Taught, American University in Cairo
Undergraduate:
Composition

Great Books (humanities core course)
Honours and Awards
2017: Finalist, LA Times Book Prize 2016 (Mystery/Thriller) for The North Water
2017: Finalist, Encore Award 2017 for The North Water
2016: Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize for The North Water
2016: Semi-finalist, Goodreads Choice Award for The North Water
1986 Samuel James Woodall Prize from the University of Manchester for best overall results in final examinations.  
1985 John and Edith Lang Scholarship from the University of Manchester for results in second year examinations. 

Selected Conference, Seminar and Festival Contributions:
Reading from The North Water, Adelaide Writers Week, March 2017.

Reading from The North Water, Perth Writers Festival, February 2017.

Reading from The North Water, Edinburgh Book Festival, August 2016.

Reading from The North Water, Borders Book Festival, June 2016.
Reading from The North Water, Huddersfield Literature Festival, March 2016.
Interview with Adam Begley, biographer of John Updike, Manchester Literature Festival, October 2014.
Invited participant in symposium “The Intelligence of Art: Art Practice and Research,” Huston Film School, National University of Ireland Galway, October 2013.

Interview with Richard Ford, Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester Literature Festival, October 2012.

“High Wire Acts of Normalcy: Per Petterson, Richard Ford and the Strange Persistence of Literary Realism,” (conference paper), American Comparative Literature Association Conference, Brown University, March 2012.
Invited participant in panel discussion, “Prize Culture,” Manchester Literature Festival,  The Antony Burgess Centre, Manchester, October 2011.
Panel discussion with Martin Amis, Tessa Hadley and M.J. Hyland, “Literature and Size: the Short Story,” University of Manchester, December 2010.
“Relations End Nowhere,”(seminar paper) University of Bolton, English Department Seminar, April 2008.

Interview with Martin Amis, AWP Conference, New York, February 2008.
“The Creative Writer in Contemporary American Fiction,”(conference paper), Great Writing Conference, University of Portsmouth, July 2004.
“Whitman's Futures,”(conference paper), Time, Memory, Text, Binghamton University, March 2001.
“Repetition in Whitman and Kierkegaard,” English Department Research Seminar, University of Manchester, October 2000.
“Who Ain’t a Slave?: Moby Dick and the Ideology of Free Labor,” (conference paper),  British Association of American Studies Conference, University of Swansea, April 2000.
“Destitution and the Origins of Consumer Culture in American Naturalist Fiction,” (conference paper),   Beggars Description: Destitution and Literary Genres, University of Groningen, Netherlands, November 1998.
Other Readings and Public Events
Interview with Hanif Kureishi, University of Manchester, 6th March 2007.

Chair, “Literature and Terrorism,” with Martin Amis, Maureen Freely and Ed Husain, University of Manchester, 3rd December 2007.
Chair, “Literature and Suicide”, with Martin Amis, Melvyn Bragg and Al Alvarez, University of Manchester, 3rd July 2009.
Chair, “Literature and Aging,” Martin Amis and Clive James, University of Manchester 7th December 2009.
Chair, “Literature and Film,” Martin Amis and screenwriter Andrew Davies, University of Manchester, 11th October 2010.
Chair, “Writing America,” Martin Amis, Will Self, Erica Wagner, University of Manchester 4th July 2011.
Interview with Martin Amis and Ian McEwan, University of Manchester, February 2011.
Reading from Incredible Bodies John Rylands Library, Manchester. 

Reading from Incredible Bodies Octagon Theatre, Bolton.
Reading from Incredible Bodies Manchester Central Library.
Reading from Incredible Bodies Arvon Foundation, Yorkshire.
Reading from Incredible Bodies Gettysberg College, PA.
Professional Service (Internal/University of Manchester)
2007-2016: Co-Director Centre for New Writing and Co-Chair, Creative Writing sub-committee.

As Co-Director of the Centre for New Writing I am directly involved in all aspects of the undergraduate and graduate programs in creative writing at the University of Manchester. In concert with my fellow co-director, I organise teaching and admissions, manage the budget, advise current and potential students, manage bursaries and other sources of student funding, arrange and host visits from editors and literary agents, and oversee our annual reading series (“Literature Live”). I am also responsible for longer term strategy including the development of new pathways within the programme and the hiring of new members of staff.
2007-9: Director, Creative Writing International Summer School

I devised and co-ordinated the International Creative Writing Summer School which ran for three years, drawing students primarily from North America (in partnership with the University of Missouri)  but also Europe, Australia, Africa and India.
2012-2016: Creative Writing Representative, Divisional Steering Committee (English, American Studies and Creative Writing)

2008-10: Member, School of Arts, Histories and Cultures, Graduate Studies Committee
2002-4: Director, American Studies Programme
2002-3: Coordinator American Exchange Programme
2002-3: Admissions Officer B.A. English & American Lit. and B.A. American Studies
2000-1: Quality Assurance and Enhancement Officer, English and American Studies
2002 – 2004: Member School Undergraduate Recruitment Committee

2000 – 2005: Member, American Studies Sub-Committee
2000 – 2001: School Representative on Faculty Teaching Standards Committee
2000 – 2001: Chair, Departmental Quality Assurance Committee
2000 – 2001: Chair, School Quality Assurance Committee
1999 – 2000: Member, Departmental Quality Assurance Committee
1999: Member, American Studies Working Party
1998 –2000: Assistant Director, Part-time Degree in Literary Studies
1998 – 2000: Departmental Co-ordinator, Erasmus Exchange Programme
1997 – 2004: Member of Departmental Programme Committee
Professional Service (External)

2011 – 2015, External Examiner, B.A. in Creative Writing (fiction and poetry), Goldsmiths College, London.

2009-2013, External Examiner, B.A. and M.A. in Creative Writing (fiction), University of Bolton.

As an external examiner I am responsible for overseeing the academic standards of the programmes for which I am responsible. I am asked to advise on the structure and delivery of programmes and the quality of the work produced by the students, and also to make suggestions for possible improvements in these areas. 

May 2010, External Advisor, M.A. in Creative Writing, University of Bradford.

I was employed as an “external expert” by the University of Bradford to advise on their plans to begin a new Masters programme in Creative Writing. I was asked to comment on the suitability and viability of the proposed programme and to suggest modifications if necessary.

Ph.D. External Examiner:

I have acted as external examiner for the following Creative Writing Ph.D.s:

 Jules Hardy, Bath Spa University, Feb 2005

David O’Hara, Bath Spa University, October 2009

Nicola Johnson, University of Plymouth, June 2010

Rob Magnusson Smith, Bath Spa University, September 2013

Alexander Lockwood, Newcastle University, December 2014.

References
Michael Signorelli, Senior Editor, Henry Holt, 175 Broadway, New York, NY 10010.
John McAuliffe, Reader in Creative Writing and Modern Literature, University of Manchester, Samuel Alexander Building, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL.
Dr. David Matthews, Head of Division, English, American Studies and Creative Writing, University of Manchester, Samuel Alexander Building, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL.
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