University of North Texas

Department of Educational Psychology

Development and Family Studies

DFST 3113.003 Infant and Toddler Development

Course Syllabus and Calendar – Fall 2011
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Instructor:  Judi Bradetich, M.S., M.M. 

Mailbox: Dept. of Educational Psychology Office, Matthews Hall 316

Office:
Matthews Hall 322-F
Phone: (940)565-3962

E-mail:
 via Blackboard
Office Hours: M 11am – 2 pm; Tu/Th 9:30 am – 1 pm; W 11am – 1 pm, or by appointment

 

TA: Cory Kildare, available via Blackboard
Class Meets: 8 – 9:30 am Tuesdays and Thursdays; Matthews Hall 311
TEXT:  Gross, D. (2011). Infancy: Development from birth to age 3 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: DFST 3113. The growth and development of the child from conception to 3 years, including the influence of the family and environment.

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to: 
1. Describe basic developmental concepts related to Infants and Toddlers.
2. Explain connections between different developmental domains and how they relate to maturation.
3. List basic developmental concepts that can be used by parents and professionals.
4. Describe how parents, parenting, and the family system affect a child’s development.
5. Identify appropriate developmental expectations, activities and environmental safety factors.
6. Integrate research and theories about Child Development.
7. Describe Developmental issues of Infants and Toddlers and locate relevant primary source research

8. Identify social policy issues which are of significance to children and families, and to professionals who work with them.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: RESEARCH PAPER PROJECT
Research Topic:  type a short list of 2–4 areas of research or research questions within the field of Infants and Toddlers that you would like to explore in-depth. For each topic, give a short explanation of why it interests you. 
Journal Citations and APA Reference page format:  Find at least 3 articles related to the topic of your choice. You will use these to write your research paper (your final research paper must use at least 3 sources, you may use MORE). Articles must be evidence-based research, found in peer-reviewed journals dated 2006-2011.  Write the correct APA citations for all 3 articles, as if on Reference page (double-spaced, alphabetical by author, hanging in-dents, etc.). Write 2 to 3 sentences describing purpose of article/research-study for each article.
Research Paper (3 to 5 pages): This paper will explore in-depth an aspect of infant and toddler development that is of interest to you. The paper must thoughtfully integrate and evaluate scholarly and academic sources you find through library research. In the paper, you must correctly cite the research-based, peer-reviewed journal articles that support your topic, and include their complete citations on a reference page. The paper must be written in APA format. The paper must be turned in through turnitin.com on Blackboard. You will NOT need a password to upload your paper – you MUST do it through Blackboard.
Class Participation: Regular class attendance is expected and required. Please arrive promptly, as we will start at 8 am. Signing in late will not be possible. Timely attendance and THOUGHTFUL participation in class discussions and activities will contribute to your final grade. 

Assignments: All assignments must be turned in by their due dates. The Research Paper must be turned in through turnitin.com (on Blackboard). You do not need a password when you upload it through this course. Be sure to keep a copy for your own records.
EXAMS: The format of the 3 exams will be multiple choice, with a few short-answer questions. They will be based on the required text and material presented in class. DO NOT MISS EXAMS! There will be no makeup exams, except in documented emergencies. Final Exam: Thursday, December 15 at 8 am.

CLASS FORMAT: Power Point lectures, facilitated discussions, a variety of small-group activities. 

FINAL GRADE: Students will be evaluated accordingly:


Attendance/in-class participation
  
  10%

Research topic



  
    5

Journal citations


  
  10

Research Paper, in APA style

  
  25  

3 Exams




  45   

TOTAL



             

100%
Academic Honesty: It is expected that students will conform to the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct and Discipline, as outlined in the undergraduate catalog (see also the Student Handbook which can be found online at www.unt.edu). This states in part that all instances of cheating, fabrication and plagiarism are prohibited and will be reported. Any student who assists in any form of dishonesty is equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance. Any work submitted to me with your name alone on it should represent your work alone. To the extent that others contribute ideas, suggestions, they must be directly credited by name (and fully cited as appropriate). To help ensure that students do not plagiarize, the Research Paper written for this course must be submitted by the student to turnitin.com, via the Home Page on Blackboard. 
	The University of North Texas College of Education does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the recruitment and admission of students, the recruitment and employment of faculty and staff, and the operation of any of its programs and activities, as specified by federal laws and regulations. The designated liaison for the Department of Educational Psychology is DeMarquis Hayes, Matthews Hall 304B. Copies of the College of Education ADA Compliance Document are available in the Dean's Office, Matthews Hall 214. The student has the responsibility of informing the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications to avoid discrimination. Please present your written accommodation request after class or [during office hours] before the 12th class day (9/8/2011).


Dropping a class: The deadline for dropping classes for this semester without written consent from the instructor is 9/8/2011, with written consent, the deadline is 10/4/2011. Anyone who drops after 10/28/2011 will receive a grade of WF for non-attendance.
Never assume you have been added to or dropped from a class without double-checking your Update Status.
The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you with a chance to comment on how this class was taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I strive to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE an important part of your participation in this class. The spring administration of the SETE will remain open through the week of finals.
I reserve the right to make additions or changes to this syllabus, with written notification to the students.

DFST 3113.003 Infant/Toddler Development Fall Calendar 2011
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment Due

	1
	8/25
	Introductions and Overview
	Chapter 1
	

	
	8/30
	Development of Child Development
Research Settings and Designs
	
	

	
	9/1
	
	
	

	2
	9/6
	Issues in Research with Infants

Issues in Research 
	Chapter 2
	

	
	9/8
	
	
	

	3
	9/13
	Genetics & Conception

Prenatal Development
	Chapter 3
	Research Topic Due

	
	9/15
	
	
	

	4
	9/20
	Birth and the Newborn

Neonatal Assessments
	Chapter 4
	

	
	9/22
	
	
	

	5
	9/27
	Test: Chapters 1 – 4 

	
	9/29
	Physical Growth & Brain Development
Health and Safety, Nutrition
	Chapter 5
	

	6
	10/4
	
	
	

	
	10/6
	Sensory Abilities and Perception

Motor Development
	Chapter 6
	

	7
	10/11
	
	
	

	
	10/13
	Cognition: Piaget’s Theory

Development of Play
	Chapter 7
	Journal Citation Page due

	8
	10/18
	
	
	

	
	10/20
	Vygotsky,  Language and Memory

Language and Communication
	Chapter 8
	

	9
	10/25
	
	
	

	
	10/27
	Test: Chapters 5 – 8

	10
	11/1
	Infant-Caregiver Relationships

Attachment
	Chapter 9
	

	
	11/3
	
	
	

	11
	11/8
	Temperament

Emotions, sense of Self
	Chapter 10
	

	
	11/10
	
	
	Research Paper Due

	12
	11/15
	Child Care Arrangements

Maternal Employment
	Chapter 11
	

	
	11/17
	
	
	

	13
	11/22
	Early Intervention
	Chapter 12
	

	14
	11/29
	Public Policies and Children

Media and Computers
	
	

	
	12/1
	
	
	

	15
	12/6
	Infants and the Arts
	
	

	
	12/8
	Review
	
	

	
	
	
8 am

Test: Chapters 8 – 12 


This calendar is subject to change or modification with prior written and verbal notice given to the students.
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