University of North Texas Department of Educational Psychology

Development and Family Studies

DFST 3123.001 Child Development

Course Syllabus and Calendar – Spring 2012 
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Instructor:  Judi Bradetich, M.S., M.M. 

Mailbox: Dept. of Educational Psychology Office, Matthews Hall 316

Office:
Matthews Hall 322-F
Phone: (940)565-3962

E-mail:
via https://learn.unt.edu

Office Hours: M 11am – 2 pm; Tu/Th 9:30 am – 12 pm; W 11am – 2 pm, or by appointment
TA: Gonja Dogan, available via learn.unt.edu

 

Class meets: M/W 8 – 9:30 am; Matthews Hall 311


Text: Berk, L. E. (2012). Infants and Children: Prenatal through middle childhood (7th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Course Description: 3123. Basic principles of development and learning; physical, cognitive, language, social, and emotional development in early and middle childhood (ages 3 to 11 years). Requires some observations.
Three (3) semester credit hours.

Learning Objectives:
1. Describe Child Development from Early- through Middle-Childhood.

2. Identify the major theories guiding research and practice in the area of Child Development.

3. Describe ways in which information about children is gathered, and evaluate the quality of that information.

4. List historical and cultural perspectives about children, child rearing and child development.

5. Identify various social policy issues which are of significance to children and families, and to professionals who work with them.

6. Link relevant research findings with real world lives of children and families.

Course Requirements:

1. Class attendance and participation in class activities/discussion;

2. Completion of assigned readings and readiness to ask questions and discuss material
3. One Observation, with interpretation/analysis
4. Participation in team Journey to the Essence of Research
5. Three exams over textbook and class lectures
Course Grading: Letter grades will be weighted and determined based on a total 100 percent 
Observation Assignment

25%

Journey to the Essence of Research

25%

Three Exams

40%


Attendance
 
10%






  100%
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Descriptions and rubrics for assignments may be found in the Assignment section on Learn.unt.edu
1. Observation of young child and application of theory/knowledge
2. Team Journey to the Essence of Research: team topic will be assigned by instructor.
a. Team collaboration

b. Individual work

c. Team presentation

3. In-class Team Activities: these cannot be made up: attendance is mandatory! 
EXAMS: The format of the exams will be multiple choice, with a couple of short-answer questions. They will be based on the required text, in-class discussions, and lectures. DO NOT MISS EXAMS! There will be no makeup exams except in documented emergencies, and these will be up to my discretion. 
· Exams: Chapters 1 – 3 + additional pages; Chapters 8 – 10 
· Final Exam: Wednesday, May 9 at 8 am; Chapters 11-13
It is YOUR responsibility to adopt a pattern of behavior which will allow for the completion of the requirements by the deadline. In the event that something does come up, contact the instructor as soon as possible to determine what actions need to be taken. Dropping a class: The deadline for dropping classes for this semester without written consent from the instructor is 1/30/2012, with written consent, the deadline is 2/24/2012. Anyone who drops after that day will automatically receive a grade of WF.
Never assume you have been added to or dropped from a class without double-checking your Update Status.
Learn.unt.edu will be our primary means of communication. Please get into the habit of checking it regularly. It is where you will participate in Discussion Boards, find assignment descriptions and rubrics, and turn your assignments in. To log on, use https://learn.unt.edu.You will need to use your EUID and password to log on.

Activate and regularly check your EagleConnect account (e-mail).  EagleConnect is used for official communication from the University to students. Many important announcements for the University and College are sent via EagleConnect. For information about EagleConnect, including how to activate an account and how to have EagleConnect forwarded to another e-mail address, visit https://eagleconnect.unt.edu.
Academic Honesty: It is expected that students will conform to the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct and Discipline, as outlined in the undergraduate catalog (see also the Student Handbook which can be found online at www.unt.edu). This states in part that all instances of cheating, fabrication and plagiarism are prohibited and will be reported. Any student who assists in any form of dishonesty (including signing attendance form for a team member) is equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance. Any work submitted to me with your name alone on it should represent your work alone. Disciplinary action will be taken against any student found in violation of the Code, which may include failure in the course and possible expulsion from the University.
	The University of North Texas College of Education does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the recruitment and admission of students, the recruitment and employment of faculty and staff, and the operation of any of its programs and activities, as specified by federal laws and regulations. The designated liaison for the Department of Educational Psychology is DeMarquis Hayes, Matthews Hall 304. Copies of the College of Education ADA Compliance Document are available in the Dean's Office, Matthews Hall 214. The student has the responsibility of informing the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications to avoid discrimination. Please present your written accommodation request after class or [during office hours] before the 12th class day.


The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you with a chance to comment on how this class was taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I strive to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE an important part of your participation in this class. The administration of the SETE will remain open through the week of finals.
I reserve the right to make additions or changes to this syllabus and calendar, with written notification to the students.
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