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Instructor:  Judi Bradetich, MS, CFLE, MM 

Office:
Matthews Hall 316-J
Phone: (940)565-3962

E-mail: via https://learn.unt.edu   

Office Hours: MWF 11am – 12 pm; Tu/Th 9:30 am – 12 pm; or by appointment

Mailbox: Dept. of Educational Psychology Office, Matthews Hall 316

 

Class Meets: 8 – 9:20 am BLB 015
Course Description

3 hours.  The practice and process of family life education and training of professionals in the child development and family field.  Curriculum and program development and evaluation.  Teaching strategies and professional responsibilities. Prerequisites: DFEC 2033, 3313.

Textbooks (on 2-hour reserve at Willis Library)
Powell, L.H., & Cassidy, D. (2007). Family life education: Working with families across the lifespan (2nd ed). Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.
Bredehoft, D. J., & Walcheski, M. J. (2009).  Family life education: Integrating theory & practice (2nd ed.). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations.
Course Objectives

Students will be able to:

1. Describe the components of family life education.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of learning styles and group processes.

3. Assess family life education needs of diverse individuals and groups with awareness of their unique values and beliefs.
4. Develop and utilize a variety of educational techniques and strategies to present family life education.

5. Evaluate family life education program models, materials, and program effectiveness.

6. Develop self-understanding as a family life educator.

7. Demonstrate communication skills and sensitivity to others to enhance educational effectiveness.

8. Demonstrate sensitivity to community concerns and values, and an understanding of the public relations process from the perspective of a family life educator. 

9. Identify professional opportunities for and ethical/legal responsibilities of family life educators.
10. Participate in family life education professional development opportunities.
Course Communication
This course is supported by Learn at http://learn.unt.edu. Blackboard Learn is used for email communications, the grade book, posting supplemental material, and turning in written assignments.  If you have questions about the course, such as requirements, assignments, exams, or grades you will receive a response the same day.  On the weekends, expect to wait 24-48 hours for a response. For questions related to using Learn, review the tutorial, look on the Student Resources Page or call/email the CLEAR Help Desk.Students who have not taken a course on Blackboard Learn are expected to complete the Learn student tutorial available in the On-Demand Learning Center on the Home Page of Learn.
Course Requirements and Expectations

Attendance

1. Regular class attendance and participation is expected

2. All team work will be conducted during class

3. A medical or other excuse MUST be presented in writing to make up exams or late work.

4. Cell phones and other electronic communication (e.g. email via smart phone) must be turned off during class time. 

CLASS FORMAT

Team-based Learning will be implemented in class to support the learning and application of principles and methods of Family Life Education. It is the ideal format for a class such as this, as it will help students identify and rehearse Best Practices of the profession. Team-Based Learning is “a special form of collaborative learning using a specific sequence of individual work, group work and immediate feedback to create a motivational framework in which students increasingly hold each other accountable for coming to class prepared and contributing to discussion” (Michael Sweet). The emphasis on what we will be doing is NOT just to spoon-feed, then memorize information and call that learning. We are aiming for a higher standard of actual learning and mastery of the material. To help you in that cause, we will be using a Team-Based Learning approach (for more info, see www.teambasedlearning.org). The success of your Team will help you be successful, as your team mates will be a helpful resource for you throughout the semester.

TEAM-BASED ACTIVITIES

The RATs (Reading Assessment Tests) are administered to ensure that the material has been read in preparation for the Team Activities over the next class meetings. The tests will be taken first by individuals, then with your team.

The teams will be presented with problems to make specific recommendations for or decisions about by applying the concepts from the text. The problem will be the same for each team. Each team must reach a consensus for the resolution of the problem before sharing their decision with the class. It is essential that everyone attends and participates, as everyone’s work contributes to the success of the team. 

PLEASE NOTE: I am developing this course as the semester progresses. I have not finished planning all activities. I will post a calendar with the test dates as soon as feasible.  Meanwhile, I will announce them in class and via Learn. The reading assignments are on the calendar. I appreciate your patience on this.

Team Assignments

· Marketing 
Create a marketing plan for a hypothetical Family Life Education course.  Principles of marketing for programs will be applied.

· FLE Plan 
As a team, you will plan a one-hour  workshop or class (secondary school) covering a particular topic in one of the subject areas of Family Life Education according to guidelines and template provided.  Plans include (1) identifying needs of and goals for audience, (2) Detailed plan for class or workshop, (3) Plan for evaluation. Grades will include peer-evaluation scores from team members. 
Individual Assignments

1. Evaluation of On-line Resources for Families and Educators:  You will use a rubric provided for this purpose.
2. Observation/Participation of Family Life Education Class or Conference for a minimum of 6 hours through one of the following:
· Community or school family life, marriage or parent education workshop or series of classes.

· FCS classes in high schools

· Family life education professional conference 
· Write a detailed report on these aspects of the experience: summary of content and process, program or content, effectiveness in achieving goals for the intended audience, appeal to adult learners, and evaluation of the instructional techniques.  A guide for observation and reporting will be provided.

· Verification of observation will be required. 
· Opportunities will be shared in class and on Learn.

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY:  

          In your career, two of the characteristics most prized by employers are your honesty and your ability to communicate your understanding of concepts in writing and report accurately in writing.  It is essential for your own integrity, the integrity of the learning process in this course, and the integrity of the university that your written work is totally your own work and that you credit through citations when paraphrasing or quoting from published works to avoid the appearance of plagiarism. 


It is expected that students will conform to the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct and Discipline as outlined in the undergraduate catalog and in the Student Handbook, retrievable online at www.unt.edu.  Plagiarism is (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement and/or (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. The UNT policy states, in part, that all instances of cheating, fabrication and plagiarism are prohibited and will be reported.  Any student who assists in any form of dishonesty is equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance.  Any work submitted with your name alone on it should represent only your work.  Credit by name and cite references, as appropriate, any ideas or work contributed by others.  Disciplinary action will be taken against any student found in violation of the Code, which may include failure in the course and possible expulsion from the University.  Students violating this code on an assignment will receive a failing grade on that assignment.  
SETE 

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE), available through https://my.unt.edu  is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
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