Political Science (PSCI) 4700.002
Post Communist Politics

Fall 2010
Dr. John Ishiyama 

Office: 166 Wooten Hall 

Office Hours: 11:00 am- 12:30 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays and by appointment 

Office Phone: 565-4326 

There is a blackboard vista site for this course where all copies of documents will be placed (e.g. the syllabus).
I. Goals and Objectives of the Course: 
This course is designed as a review of Post Communist Politics, particularly Russia and the Central and Eastern European states that emerged from communist rule. As such the focus is on assessing the political prospects for these countries What are the prospects for successful democratic consolidation? Or is a resurgent authoritarianism likely? In order to evaluate the probabilities for these potential outcomes this course examines the historical, economic, social and political factors which will likely affect the course of democratic transition in the post-Communist period.

To achieve this end the course is organized as follows:  we will construct a theoretical framework derived from the general literature in comparative politics which will point out the relevant factors to be considered in analyzing the prospects for democratization in the post-Communist period: The social and economic legacy of the past, economic development, type of transition and cultural conditions. Then we examine institutional developments in post communist countries, particularly the development of the executive, legislative, judicial structures as well as elections, parties and party systems. We then turn to center-periphery relations (which is particularly relevant in Russia), the reemergence of a more assertive Russia in the post communist world, and the phenomena of Vladimir Putin and “Putinism”. We then conclude with asking how the communist past has served to shape current politics, and what are the prospects for the future of democracy in the region.   

II. Texts: 

There are three required texts for this course:

1) Grzegorz Ekiert  and Stephen Hanson eds (2003) Capitalism and Democracy in Central and Eastern Europe Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press.
2) Richard Sakwa (2008) Russian Politics and Society (4th edition)  New York: Routledge

3)  Richard Sakwa (2008) Putin: Russia’s Choice (2nd edition) New York: Routledge.

In addition there are readings that are available via JSTOR, or on the blackboard vista site,  or via some other electronic media  (as indicated on the syllabus). 
III. University of North Texas--Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Academic Integrity. (See UNT Policy 18.1.16 at http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf)

Categories of Academic Dishonesty.

Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to:

· use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments;

· dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments;

· acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a faculty or staff member of the University;

· dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor;

· any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment.

 Plagiarism. Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to:

· the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation.

· the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials.

Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature of an instructor or other student.

Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic exercise.

Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty.

 Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic work of others.

Available Academic Penalties

The following academic penalties may be assessed at the instructor’s discretion upon determination that academic dishonesty has occurred. Admonitions and educational assignments are not appealable.

Admonition. The student may be issued a verbal or written warning.

Assignment of Educational Coursework. The student may be required to perform additional coursework not required of other students in the specific course.

Partial or no credit for an assignment or assessment. The instructor may award partial or no credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic dishonesty, to be calculated into the final course grade.

Department of Political Science POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.   Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy.”

IV. University of North Texas-Statement of ADA Compliance: 
The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the second Day of classes). 

V. Course Requirements:

There will be two major exams scheduled for this term.  The first is scheduled for March 10 and is worth 100 points. The second is the final examination (scheduled for May 14)  is  worth 125 points and is a comprehensive examination.
In addition there will be one major written paper assignments. You are to write a paper comparing one aspect of the political system (executive, legislature, judiciary, political parties, federalism/unitary system) using at least two countries in post communist region (Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasia)  and then provide and explanation using economic, cultural, sociological, international, historical/legacy etc  to account for why systems evolved in similar or different ways.
Also to ensure that you are keeping up with the material (both readings and notes) there will also be two unannounced readings quizzes each worth 15 points. Finally your grade will also be based on your attendance and participation in class discussion. This component of the grade is worth 25 points.

In sum:

1) Midterm 

= 100 points

2) Final


= 125 points

3) Research Paper
= 100 points

4) Two unannounced

quizzes@15 points

each


=30 points

5) Attendance/

participation

=25 points

Total points 

= 370 points
VI Schedule of lecture topics and readings:

August 26: Introduction to the course (What is this course about?)

No readings

August 31- September 9: Theoretical Framework , Russian History and the Communist Ideology (What characterizes late  developing states? What have been some persistent themes in Russian history? What were the ideological roots of the Communist Political System?)
Readings: John Ishiyama Fundamentals of Comparative Politics chp 2 (forthcoming, Wiley/Blackwell Publishers on Blackboard/Vista site)
Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chps 19-20

Karl Marx and Freidrich Engels “The Communist Manifesto” http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/manifest.pdf 
Vladimir Ilich Lenin “State and Revolution : chapter 1” http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/ch01.htm 
NO CLASS SEPTEMBER 2- AT APSA CONFERENCE
September  9-23: The Soviet Period (What characterized Stalinism? What were the legacies of the “revolution from above”?)
Readings  Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chp 1.

Erik P. Hoffmann (1984) “The Evolution of the Soviet Political System” Proceedings of the Academy of Political Science, 35(3): 1-13. on JSTOR and blackboard vista site
September 28-30  Transition from Communist Rule (What caused the collapse of communism? Why did the various states develop in different ways after the collapse of communist rule?)
Readings: Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chps 2,3, 

Ekiert, chp 3, in Ekiert and Hanson
October 5-7 Economic Conditions (How has economic reform and marketization affected post communist politics?)
Readings: Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chp 13
Sakwa, Putin chp 9.
Inglot, chp 7, in Ekiert and Hanson

Baxandall, chp 9, in Ekiert and Hanson
October 12-14: Cultural Conditions (What are the cultural characteristics of post communist countries? How does affect the prospects for democracy?)
Readings: Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chp. 15
Kubik, chp 10 in Ekiert and Hanson, chp. 10
October 19-21  Post Communist Institutions—Russia (How do political institutions such as electoral systems and federalism affect Russian politics?)

Readings: Sakwa Russian Politics and Society chps 4, 6, 9

MIDTERM EXAMINATION Tuesday October 26
October 28- November 2  Post communist institutions- Central and Eastern Europe (How do post communist political institutions compare with one another?)
Readings: Ishiyama and Velten,  “Presidential Power and Democratic Development in Post Communist Politics” Communist and Post Communist Studies on blackboard vista site
Smithey and Ishiyama  (2002) “Judicial Activism in Post-Communist Politics” Law & Society 

Review on blackboard vista site
Stanger chp 6, in Ekiert and Hanson
November 4-9  Elections and Political Parties (How have political parties developed in post communist politics?)
Readings- Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chps 7-8.
Sakwa, Putin, chp 4

Grzymala-Busse, chp 5 in Ekiert and Hanson
November 11-16: Transformation in Russia’s Regions (How has Russian federalism developed in the post communist era? How have center-periphery relations evolved over time?
Readings: Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chps 10, 11, 12

Sakwa, Putin chps 7-8

November 18-23 ‑ Russian Foreign Policy  (What are the new imperatives of Russian foreign policy?)
Readings: Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, chps 16,17,18

Sakwa, Putin, chp 10

November 30- December 7 Putin’s Russia  (Who is Vladimir Putin? How has his personality shaped post communist Russian politics?)

Readings: Sakwa, Putin, chps 1,2,3,5

December 9:  Evaluating the legacy of the past and the prospects for the future (What portends for the future of Russia?)

Readings: Sakwa, Putin, chp 11


Kitschelt chp 2 in Ekiert and Hanson

FINAL EXAMINATION: Tuesday, December 14, 8:00am-10:00 am
Final Papers are due Friday, December 17, NO LATER THAN 5:00 pm
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