 University of North Texas--Department of Political Science
Constitutional Law II–Civil Rights & Civil Liberties--PSCI 4210.001–Fall 2014
Professor:  Dr. Kimi King office: MW 10am-12 pm and TuTh12:30-2pm; 148 Wooten Hall phone: 940.565.4984 (office); 940.565.2276 (PSCI); 940.597.4802 (cell) e-mail: kking@unt.edu  class:Tu/Th 2- 3:20 pm CHEM 106
Teaching Assistants: 
Rodney Gill office: T-Th 9:30am-12pm 140 Wooten Hall  e-mail:  RodneyGill@my.unt.edu  phone: (940) 565-2276
Required Materials: 

David M. O'Brien, Constitutional Law & Politics: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, (vol. 2) (9th ed.) [NY: W.W. Norton] (2014).
Recommended & on reserve at the library

Weizer, Paul, ed. How to Please the Court: A Moot Court Handbook, [NY: Lang, Peter Publishing, Inc.] (2004). 

Required on the Web: http://learn.unt.edu (Blackboard). All materials for the class are on-line in three units that “appear” as we move through the semester.  The Student Help Desk is who you should call first if you are having computer or technology issues (e.g. having trouble submitting assessments on-line, taking quizzes, etc.). You MUST always contact them first! The desk knows to contact Dr. King if multiple students are having the same problem! Always have the desk fill out a “remedy ticket” so Dr. King can trace your call through the system.  Who: CITC Helpdesk; Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-midnight; Fri. 8am-8pm; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 8 am-Midnight; Phone: 940.565.2324; In person: SAGE 130 


Required Hardware:  You must purchase a Turning Point Response Card (aka “clicker”). Available:  at UNT bookstores (must be Turning Point Technology-others not compatible)!  Clickers allow students to answer interactive questions with the push of a button.  Purchasing a Turning Point Technologies Response Card – Ask the bookstore to get the clicker for Political Science (it looks like a small garage door opener).  Keep your receipt (and box) in case of problems or the bookstores cannot fix or replace it!  If you have a used clicker, you may want to purchase spare batteries (look for the round flat medical battery). Take care of the clicker and do not just put it where something “sits” on it (wearing the battery out).  Clickers cannot be registered to two people at the same time; make sure you get your own! Remove the plastic cover on the top of new clickers (results in clicker “not clicking” and a “0” for participation)!  

Fall 2014, UNT is piloting ResponseWare. While it is technically available to you as a student, I would caution you that the implementation of new software into classrooms can be rocky. Especially here where we also Panopto the class (see below). Thus, any student who wants to use Responseware needs to SEE ME IMMEDIATELY! I want to be sure you are prepared to work with the TAs on the implementation so your grade is not harmed.  As a general point of information, see your Teaching Assistant IMMEDIATELY if your clicker or responseware appears to be malfunctioning.  Monitor your clicker points every week to make sure your clicker is working and that you are getting credit – realizing at the end of the semester that your device messed up is too late!  Right now, register your clicker online at under the “Start Here” folder. 
Course Objectives and Goals: This course is designed to examine the text and substance of the United States' Constitution.  Specifically, we examine issues involving civil rights and civil liberties guaranteed by the document, and interpreted by the courts.  Our theoretical framework for evaluating constitutional jurisprudence considers the context of the framers' theory of law and order, and the present policy questions facing our social system.  

The first section of the course is devoted to understanding the structure of the courts and an overview of judicial decision-making, including a quick summary of the judiciary’s gatekeeping function.  We evaluate the court's role in facilitating or limiting civil rights and liberties through the nationalization of the Bill of Rights and the right to privacy. You are introduced to legal terms and the process of conducting legal research, and you begin preparation for the moot court question by doing “treasure hunts” to collect all the information you need for your moot court assignment.
The second section continues the discussion of the “freedoms," focusing specifically on the rights guaranteed through the First Amendment expression clause.  This section focuses on the freedom of speech and of the press and examines the principle of "symbolic speech," hate speech, and the difficult issues faced by the court in deciding obscenity and pornography cases, along with association rights.  During this section you will complete your rough draft of the moot court written brief, and begin preparation for the oral argument.
The third section shifts gears to evaluate two substantive areas. This section examines the freedom of religion (including the distinction between free exercise and establishment clauses) and economic rights (especially property rights). You conduct all of your legal research for the moot court case during this part of the course.  You present your moot court oral argument during this section of the course.

Course Goals:  By the end of this course you should be able to understand and discuss:

* the past and current socio-political climate of the Supreme Court's decisional process;
* legal concepts use by the Supreme Court and important to constitutional jurisprudence in civil rights & civil liberties cases;
* recent trends in U.S. Constitutional decision-making regarding fundamental rights;
* the legal underpinnings and parameters of jurisprudence;
* current standards and legal tests utilized by the federal courts in deciding Constitutional conflicts; and
* cases involving: jurisdiction; judicial review; standing; right to privacy, abortion, and gay rights; economic and property rights; freedom of religion; freedom of speech; freedom of the press;  criminal procedure and the death penalty.
You should also be able to:

* brief court decisions; 
* conduct appellate court research;
* present appellate court arguments;
* argue principles involved in Constitutional cases;
* articulate policy arguments for or against infringement into individual rights & liberties;
Course Policies:  
First, this class operates under a "no excuse" policy and a “taxpayer theory” of education. You should take full advantage of the democracy you paid for with your tuition dollars. As a member of the community, you have rights and responsibilities. You should seek out assistance if you have issues with the course and learn to help yourself, as well as others as you go through this class.  All materials are to encourage student engagement and to develop an “active citizenry”.  Materials (including notes) are copyrighted, and no one is authorized to sell, distribute, or otherwise make available any course products for economic benefit.

Second, if you have unique learning needs or are physically challenged, every attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations for your requests. You should see me by the end of the first week of class so we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in accordance with the Office of Disability requirements at the University of North Texas and pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) (please see attached). 

Third, please consult and sign the policy regarding academic honesty at the end of the syllabus. You are subject to university penalties for cheating, plagiarism, and disrupting the classroom environment. See this link if you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism. Having other students complete your work or click in for you in class are grounds for adverse actions. 
Fourth, this is an upper division legal course about some of the most difficult issues of our time. You are on notice that this is a course that engages in difficult discussions about our political rights and freedoms.  I expect that you will treat the material as mature adults and accept your colleagues’ right to disagree.  Some materials are graphic and offensive.  Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the legal principles involved in deciding these cases.  Even if we do not agree on the policy outcomes, we can agree to respect everyone's right to their opinion.  You have the right to express your beliefs freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself.  Accordingly, no one in this class will be censored or limited in his/her free speech rights, except to the extent that it creates a substantial or material disruption to the order and discipline of the class.  Moreover, as an upper division course, I expect that you will devote between 6-8 hours per week outside of class studying, preparing briefs, reading, and meeting with other students to prepare your oral argument.  Make no mistake: this is not an easy course.  If you survive with a B or better grade, you should most definitely consider graduate studies or law school.  If you are interested in the legal profession, this course is a very small taste of what it is like.   

Fifth, as for the Moot Court assignment--written appellate and oral argument--I expect that you will treat the students you work with as colleagues and cooperate as a team.  Because of concerns that some people may be "slackers," you should feel free to consult with me about problems you are having.  All discussions will be strictly confidential, however, should the problem become too onerous, I reserve the right to have a conference with each of you.  If your partner should not fulfill all of his/her responsibilities, your grade will not suffer as a result: you are each graded individually.  The exercise is supposed to be valuable and fun training, not an assignment from purgatory, and not one that you dread because the people you are working decided to snooze through the experience.  

Sixth, because of the size of the class there are several "do not disturb policies".  If you are late or leave early, please do not disturb others.  You cannot make up missed “clicker” questions, but do not worry, there are so many it does not make much difference if you miss a few. It is systematically missing that harms your grade. I do not allow the use of beepers, cell phones, walk​-mates, or any other device that makes noise. Please turn these off before class or leave at home. Students whose phones/beepers go off during class are required to “educate” your classmates about U.S. politics. In the past, students have rapped the preamble to the Constitution and drummed the Bill of Rights in front of the entire class!

Seventh, students are encouraged to use laptop computers during lectures and notes are posted online for topic area.  If you use a laptop or text in class, please be sure the audio is off. I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using devices if it interferes with the classroom environment or if it disrupts other students.  Any student creating a material and substantial disruption will be asked to leave.   

Eighth, I offer numerous opportunities for extra credit.  Lectures on campus, television programs, films, debates, presidential or legislative addresses are all potential candidates and vary by semester.  Review the schedule below for opportunities already available!  Extra credit is announced in class or on e‑mail, and it is posted on Blackboard. There are "expiration dates" for the extra credit, so turn it in by the due date and according to instructions.  I reserve the right to refuse you the extra credit if you miss the class when it was assigned, and I give “Good Citizen” extra credit for those who bring things to my attention which help correct confusion or misinformation about the class.  Extra credit is a direct replacement for final exam points. Example: if you have 8 extra credit points and get an “82” on the final, 8 points are added giving you a 90.  Tests are averaged for an overall test score. Please make a copy of ALL extra credit assignments before sending it on Blackboard.  
Ninth, we are lean and green which means that all assignments and tests are tracked in Blackboard Gradebook which saves resources, as well as being more efficient and effective because we can track when and where you are on-line.  Most grades are returned immediately through the online system.  IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A GRADE ONLINE FOR ANY PART OF THIS CLASS, SEE YOUR ASSIGNED TA WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE DUE DATE.  We reserve the right to refuse credit if you do not do so. Do not wait until the end of the term!!  

Tenth, this course relies heavily on new media teaching technology in its structure. You use it every day that you work on the class. Everyone must use e‑mail, the Internet, and Blackboard. You need your EUID and all students registered for the class have been added.  You are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute online. Messages are sent the first and every day of class, so be sure you can access the online materials (hint: edit the paging of your emails to be sure that you can view at least 500 messages—about the number of messages you will receive this semester)! Students who are ideologically opposed to email, the Internet, or those who are technologically challenged should drop the course immediately. You will not do well.  If you do not have a message from me when you log on to your Blackboard account, you need to send a message to your T.A. and include your EUID so we can add you to the course.
Eleventh, having worked my way through college, I recognize the cost of textbooks is ugly for students.  As such, the required & recommended texts for this class are on reserve at Willis Library under my name and the course number.  Please be courteous about library materials. There is nothing more annoying than having pages ripped from books or having materials disappear.  I reserve the right to fail anyone who destroys class library materials and refer that person to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings.

Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract.  I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight (48) hour notice of such changes and by announcing it on e-mail.  In the unlikely event that the University closes classes, and if there are assignments due on that day, you should plan on turning in the assignment on the next class day after the cancellation.  You are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the semester regarding how I can contact you regarding changes.  Any changes that I make to the syllabus will be announced regularly at the beginning of class.  If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss anything. Absence from class is not deemed a sufficient excuse.     

Course Evaluation: Your grades will be determined by the following criteria:

1st  Exam = 20%

2nd Exam = 20%

3rd Exam=20%

Clicker questions = 10%
Pop quizzes (in-class) = 10%
Moot court written brief = 10%


Moot court oral argument = 10% 

Exams:  There are three in-class exams.  All exams are evenly divided between multiple guess, short identifications, and essays.  The final IS NOT comprehensive, but focuses only on topics presented in the last section of the class.  No make-up exams will be allowed absent exigent circumstances.  You must contact either the TA or myself in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).
Exam Options:  All exams are taken at C330 Sage in the Computerized Testing Center on the dates scheduled below during the regular class time. On those exam days, you go straight to C330 Sage, you do not come to the classroom. 
Clicker Questions & Pop Quizzes: Class topics are discussed using the Socratic method typical of most law schools.  You are expected to read and prepare for discussions. Both your clicker grade and the “pop” quizzes will help improve your grade if you are prepared.  “Clicker” questions are presented daily during every lecture (approximately 5-7). Additionally there will be “pop quizzes” administered at the beginning or at the end of a class on a random basis. There will be a total of 10 that will be used for your grade.  In the event that your grade is "borderline" at the end of the session, students who have regularly attended throughout the semester will be given the benefit of the doubt.   Students who regularly miss class will find that their exam grades are adversely affected (as well as receiving low clicker points).  Readings should be completed PRIOR to the day for which they are assigned.  Some of the reading is very dense and difficult.  Give yourself enough time to get through all of the material.  When we read cases from O'Brien, you are expected to "brief" each case and answer questions regarding the specific details and reasoning provided in the opinions.  These "briefs" will not be collected, but they form the basis for the clicker questions I ask in class and on the pop quizzes.  Do not expect to pass this course if you cannot do the reading regularly and attend class.  The cases listed below are the cases that I will emphasize in my lectures, clicker questions, and pop quizzes. You would do well to be sure you are prepped about those cases. 
Treasure hunts & teams: The first week of class you will be placed in a team which you should think of as a “study group”. This will be your team that will carry out the treasure hunts which are assigned, and you should think of your team as a study group to divide up work (some of you will want to “brief” cases on your own, but you must work with your teams for the Treasure Hunts and you will sit with your team in class). 
Moot Court Assignment: The final portion of your grade is the moot court argument.  The assignment includes a written brief and oral argument that you present in front of a panel of attorneys and professors.  The topic for the oral and written brief is a controversy ripped right from the front pages of the newspaper. It is a variation on cases winding their way through the courts—abortion and free speech. It is assigned shortly after the semester begins.   This assignment is discussed extensively in class.  

You and a partner are responsible for writing the moot court brief and presenting the oral argument, however, you are each graded independently for your section of the assignment.   You are both arguing on behalf of the same client, but you are arguing two different questions that have been certified for review.  You should begin thinking about who you would like to be your partner as soon as you get to know students in the class.  You have the option of choosing partners within the first two weeks of class.  I recommend that you choose a partner who has similar goals, work schedules, and geographic proximity to you.  If you do not know anyone, I assign you a partner.

You and your partner are given two certified questions from the case, and you are required to prepare a written argument.  The argument should be 8-10 pages, single-spaced, typed (word processed) FOR EACH PARTNER.  That means that you write 8-10 pages on your half of the argument and your partner writes 8-10 pages on her/his half of the argument.   The margins should be no more than one inch on all sides, and only 10 and 12 point font types should be used. There is an example of a brief on Blackboard so you can see what an “A” brief looks like. 
You present your oral argument in front of a panel of attorneys acting as judges that question you about the facts and legal issues of the case.   The argument lasts approximately ten (10) minutes including the time allotted for answering questions from the panel.  You argue for 10 minutes on your half of the argument and your partner argues for 10 minutes on his/her half of the argument.  These sessions are videotaped and open to members of the UNT community, including your family and friends.  The Moot Court book helps with these assignments.  Legal research should not overwhelm you.  Attorneys are just undergraduates who took a few more courses after graduating from college!
            List of assignments & readings

Class meets every day (T/Th) unless otherwise noted. Even if there are no readings assigned, there will be class! 


Week 1 Aug. 25-29
Lecture: Th-Whose law is this anyway?: Conducting legal research; gatekeeping, jurisdiction, the structure of the courts

-Syllabus; policy on plagiarism
-O’Brien, Chapter 2: “Law and Politics in the Supreme Court”
-Weizer, Chapter 1:“Moot Court: Commitment and Rewards”-Appendix 6-7: “How to Brief a Case” & “Sample Case Brief”

Cases: 

-Flast v. Cohen p. 139
-Valley Forge Christian College v. Americans United p. 146
-Lujan v. Defenders of Wildlife p. 150
-Hein v. Freedom from Religion Foundation Inc. p. 153

-Elk Grove Unified Shool District v. Newdow p. 177
-Hollingsworth v. Perry p. 187
-Commonwealth of Kentucky v. Wasson p. 230
-Jaffree v. Board of School Commissioners of Mobile County p. 228
Moot Court:
-Topic for moot court distributed
-Teams (groups) assigned & treasure hunts sent on Blackboard
Blackboard: log on to http://learn.unt.edu  & check email, register clickers
Week 2 Sep. 1-5  (No Classes on Sep.1)
Lecture:  What’s selective incorporation got to do with it?: The inclusion of the Bill of Rights to apply to the states
Readings:
-O’Brien, Chapter 4: “The Nationalization of the Bill of Rights”
-Weizer, Chapter 3: “The Basic of Oral Argument”
Cases:

-Palko v. Connecticut p. 354
-County of Sacramento v. Lewis p. 431
-Rochin v. California p. 362
-Griswold v. Connecticut p. 367
-McDonald v. City of Chicago p. 381
Moot Court:
-Meet with teams to work on treasure hunts
Week 3 Sep. 8-12
Lecture: Whose rights are these anyway?

-O’Brien Chapter 11: "The Right to Privacy”
Cases:
-Buck v. Bell p. 1328
-Roe v. Wade p. 1334
-Planned Parenthood v. Casey p. 1354
-Maher v.  Roe p. 1343
-Rust v. Sullivan p. 1352 (also p. 572)

-Gonzalez v. Carhart p. 1366
Moot Court:
-Treasure Hunt #1 due Fri. Sept. 12 11:59 pm on Blackboard
Week 4 Sep. 15-19
Lecture: Personal decisions, private lives
Cases:

-Lawrence v. Texas p. 1384
-Cruzan by Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Dept. of Health p. 1395
-Washington v. Glucksberg & Vacco v. Quill p. 1402
Moot Court:
-Meet with teams to divide up work for Treasure Hunt #2
-Submit partner & side (Petitioner / Respondent) requests for topics (abortion / speech)
Week 5 Sep. 22-26
Lecture & Readings: Catching up to get ready for the test! 
Exam 1: O’Brien Chapters 2, 4 & 11 Thursday Sept. 25 C330 Sage Computer Lab

Week 6 Sept. 29- Oct. 3
Lecture: The free speech paradox: censored as it becomes more effective?
Readings:
-O’Brien Chapter 5: “Freedom of Expression and Association”
-Weizer, Chapter 5: “Moving Beyond the Classroom: The Moot Court Tournament”
Cases:
-Schenck v. U.S. p. 463
-Gitlow v. People of the State of New York p. 465
-Dennis v. U.S. p. 470
-Brandenburg v. Ohio p. 481
-44 Liquormart, Inc. v. Rhode Island p. 626
-Rust v. Sullivan p. 572
-Bigelow v. Virginia p. 622
Moot Court:
-Treasure Hunt #2 Due Fri. Oct. 3 11:59pm submitted through Blackboard
Week 7 Oct. 6-10
Lecture: When speech hates everything
Cases: 
-Bethel School District v. Fraser p. 549
-RAV v. City of St. Paul, Minnesota p. 554
-Wisconsin v. Mitchell p. 563
-Virginia v. Black p. 675
Moot Court: 

-Meet with partners and opposing counsel 

-Outline of moot court written brief due Thurs. Oct. 9 by 2 pm on Blackboard
Week 8 Oct. 13-Oct. 17
Lecture: Speech for me, but not for thee: libel & obscene speech

Readings:
-O’Brien Chapter 5 cont.: “Freedom of Expression and Association”
-Weizer, Chapter 4: “From Opening to Closing: Ten Keys to Success and Other Helpful Tips
Cases:
-New York Times v. Sullivan p. 596
-Cox Broadcasting v. Cohn p. 609
-Miller v. California p. 504
-New York v. Ferber p. 509
-Reno v. ACLU p. 519
-Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition p. 527

-US v. Williams p. 667
-Cohen v. California p. 540
-FCC v. Pacifica Foundation p. 544
-Near v. Minnesota ex rel Olson p. 639
-New York Times v. U.S. p. 642
Moot Court: 

-Outlines returned Tues. Oct. 14 by 5 pm emailed on Blackboard-You must have your outline approved before you can begin working on your rough draft
Week 9 Oct. 20-24
Lecture: I’ll say what I want, but maybe not do what I feel: The impact of speech plus conduct doctrine
Readings: O’Brien Chapter 5 cont.: “Freedom of Expression and Association”
Cases:

-Tinker v. Des Moines School District p. 692
-Texas v. Johnson p. 702
-West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette p. 684
-Morse v. Frederick p. 697
-Roberts v. Jaycees p. 726
-Boy Scouts v. Dale p. 728
Moot Court: 

-Revised outlines due by Tues. Oct. 21-2 pm on Blackboard

-Those who have had their outlines approved should submit rough drafts on Blackboard by Thurs. Oct. 23 2 pm
Week 10 Oct. 27-31
Lecture & Readings: Catching up
Moot Court: Rough Draft Due! Submitted by Friday 11:59 pm on Blackboard
Exam 2: O’Brien chapter 5 (but it’s a big one) Thursday, Oct. 30

Week 11 Nov. 3-7
Lecture:  It’s my property, and I’ll cry if I want to: Property rights in perspective
Readings: O'Brien, Chapter 3: "Economic Rights and American Capitalism" 
Cases:





-Fletcher v. Peck p. 250
-Munn v. Illinois p. 288
-Lochner v. New York p. 291
-Muller v. Oregon p. 297
-Hawaii Housing Authority v. Midkiff p. 307
-Kelo v. City of New London, Connecticut p. 317
-Rough Drafts returned

Week 12 Nov. 10-14
Lecture: Getting ready for Moot Court

Readings: Everything Moot Court!
Cases: Everything Moot Court!

Moot Court: 

-Tues. class-Moot Court arguments for those that cannot come Tues. night.
Moot Court: 

-Moot Court Oral Arguments Tuesday Nov. 11 from 5:00 pm-8:00 pm (In Wooten Hall) See Dr. King immediately if you cannot make that time.
Week 13 Nov. 17-21
Lecture: Losing my religion: The impact of the (dis)establishment of religion
Readings:
-O’Brien Chapter 6: “Freedom from and of Religion”
Cases:
-Everson v. Board of Education of Ewing Township p. 768
-Engle v. Vitale p. 775
-Abington School District v. Schempp and Murray v. Curlett p. 780
-Lemon v. Kurtzman p. 785
-Wallace v. Jaffree p. 791
-Lee v. Weisman p. 801
-Rosenberger v.  The Rector and Visitors of the University of Virginia p. 809
-Zobrest v. Catalina Foothills School District p. 806
-Agostini v. Felton p. 819
-Zelman v. Simmons-Harris p. 824
-Elk Grove Unified Shool District v. Newdow p. 832
-Van Orden v. Perry p. 832
-McCreary v. ACLU of Kentucky p. 839
Moot Court: Moot Court Written Brief Due (F by 11:59pm on Blackboard)
Week 14 Nov. 24-26 (No Classes Thursday, November 27th!! Have a safe, happy and relaxing Thanksgiving!)
Lecture: Finding my god: The politics of free exercise doctrine
Readings:
-O’Brien Chapter 6: “Freedom from and of Religion” (cont.)
Cases: 
-Sherbet v. Verner p. 856
-Wisconsin v.  Yoder p. 864
-Employment Division v. Smith p. 867
-Church of Lukumi Babalu Aye v. City of Hialeah p. 876
-City of Boerne v. Flores p. 882
-Locke v. Davy p. 890
Moot Court:

-If you are given a chance to revise your written brief, due by F 11:59pm on Blackboard

Week 15 Dec. 1-5
Lecture & Readings: Catching up
Moot Court:

-Written brief returned-final grade
Week 16 Dec. 8-12 – FINAL EXAMS
Final Exam: Th – Dec. 11 – 1:30-3:30 SAGE C330 (http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/fall Link for full exam schedule)
Final exam covers O’Brien Chapters 3, 6 (remember, the final is NOT cumulative). Finals scheduled in accordance with University policy, and you must have the Dean’s permission to take an exam early. You must submit your requests not later than Nov. 26 to Dr. King and the CAS Dean of Students-Dr. Jean Schaake. 
*Course drop information: see – http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html
*Policies on academic dishonesty - http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 

Department Statement of ADA compliance

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. 
Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science

POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams.

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.
Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.  Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity

Acceptable Student Behavior:

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

 (Please print)

Name:





e-mail account:

College Phone:  (    )




               area code     number    

Home Phone:     (    )

               area code     number    

If another student or faculty member requests your number, do I have your permission to provide this information?

College    YES     NO

Home       YES     NO

Year in school: _____________________________

Transfer (if so, which school):_____________________________

Major:________________________________

Minor:________________________________

Other law related courses? (just list the general subject area and level)

Have you ever conducted legal research?  YES / NO

If yes, please indicate the extent of your ability.

Do you have access to the Web at home?  YES / NO

Do you have access to email at home?   YES / NO

This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the course and the mandatory attendance policy.  I also understand the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.  I agree to abide by academic honesty outlined by the Center for Student Rights & Responsibilities www.unt.edu/csrr/  and have read the material about my rights and the sanctions that can be imposed if I violate the student code of conduct.  I verify that all work done in this class will be my own, that I will cite or quote sources when I draw from other authors' material, and that I will present only accurate and truthful information to the professor and the teaching assistants.  Furthermore I understand that violating the policy will result in an automatic "F" for the course and referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings and dismissal. 

I further understand that this course relies on integrating course materials with regular usage of on-line technology that will be necessary to fully achieve successful results. I am comfortable with using multi-media platforms, both in and out of the classroom, and I am willing to contact the CITC Helpdesk (940)565-2324 if I need assistance.

Finally, I understand that the University of North Texas is piloting the Panopto lecture capture system in this class. The system allows UNT to record and distribute class lectures for you to review in your Blackboard or iTunes U course site. Because we will be recording in the classroom, my questions or comments may be recorded. Additionally, recordings of the class or some sessions may be retained and used in future course offerings.  If you do not agree to these terms, please see the instructor as soon as possible 

Signature: _________________________________________Date:________________________________

Printed Name:
Unit 1





Unit II





Unit III
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