University of North Texas—Department of Political Science—American Government

PSCI 1050—Fall 2015
Professor: Dr. Kimi Lynn King 

e‑mail: kking@unt.edu 

office: 148 Wooten Hall 

hours: MW 10am-1pm  (will also set up any time you need for phone or office appointment)

phone: 940.565.4984 (office) / 940.565.2276 (Political Science) / 940.597.4802 (cell)

1050.003 M/W/F – 8:00-8:50 am – 255 ESSC 

/  
  1050.004 Class: M/W/F – 9:00–9:50 am – 255 ESSC

Please always include your section number on all correspondence because there are 2 sections of same course!

Personnel: You have a plethora of UNT personnel to help you succeed in this course. Take advantage of it! The TAs and the SIs are your first line of defense in this course! They help with everything! KNOW WHO THEY ARE.  Contact info is under “Syllabus and Contact” on Blackboard.  CONTACT YOUR ASSIGNED TA FIRST and if you do not hear back within 48 hours, send a second message and include me so I can follow-up.  Teaching Assistants (TA): You are assigned a TA depending on your Team number (posted online in Blackboard on the when you “meet” your team). TAs are critical for your success and help you with grade issues, class policies and procedures, problems with your team, and substantive material about the course.  Supplemental Instructor (SI): The Supplemental Instructor (SI) holds review sessions to assist students with synthesizing course material.  Review sessions are held during times when a majority of students can meet. SIs help with curriculum related issues, but s/he cannot help you with your class grades or policies. Please note there are two different SIs because we have 2 sections of government. You probably will want to attend the SI review sessions for your section, but you can attend any of the sessions scheduled by either SI. 
Required: 

1) Politics and Government in America and the Lone Star State: Custom Edition for the University of North Texas Political Science 1050.  Includes:  Understanding American Politics and Government. John J. Coleman, Kenneth M. Goldstein and William G. Howell; and Government and Politics in the Lone Star State, 8th Edition, eds. L. Tucker Gibson Jr., and Clay M. Robinson (hereinafter CTB-Custom Textbook).  Available in eBook (electronic format) through Blackboard or the bookstore.

2) PSCI 1050 Workbook: Process and Policies, Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha (editor) (hereinafter WB—Workbook).  Available only in eBook (electronic format) through Blackboard or the bookstore.

3) On the Web: Blackboard. All materials for the class are online in three units that “appear” as we move through the semester.  You must call the Student Help Desk FIRST if you are having computer or technology issues (e.g. having trouble with email, taking quizzes, etc.). The desk contacts me if multiple students are having the same problem. Always have the desk fill out a “remedy ticket” so we can trace your call in the system. We must have a remedy ticket number!
UIT Helpdesk—Phone: (940) 565-2324--Mon.-Th. 8am-12 am; Fri. 8am-8am; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 1pm-12 am
In person: Sage Hall (Rm. 130)–Mon.-Fri. 8 am-8 pm (closed weekends); Email: helpdesk@unt.edu  or go to www.unt.edu/helpdesk/ ***Remember that ALL emails from http://learn.unt.edu now GO DIRECTLY TO your my.unt.edu email (Eagle Connect http://eagleconnect.unt.edu)***
4) Required Hardware:  You must purchase a Turning Point Response Card (aka “clicker”). Available:  at UNT bookstores (must be Turning Point Technology-others not compatible)!  Clickers allow students to answer interactive questions with the push of a button.  Purchasing a Turning Point Technologies Response Card – Ask the bookstore to get the clicker for Political Science (it looks like a small garage door opener).  Keep your receipt (and box) in case of problems or the bookstores cannot fix or replace it!  If you have a used clicker, you may want to purchase spare batteries (look for the round flat medical battery). Take care of the clicker and do not just put it where something “sits” on it (wearing the battery out).  Clickers cannot be registered to two people at the same time; make sure you get your own! Remove the plastic cover on the top of new clickers (results in clicker “not clicking” and a “0” for participation)!  
Fall 2015, UNT is piloting ResponseWare. While it is technically available to you as a student, I would caution you that the implementation of new software into classrooms can be rocky. Especially here where we also Panopto the class (see below). Thus, any student who wants to use Responseware needs to SEE ME IMMEDIATELY! I want to be sure you are prepared to work with the TAs on implementation so your grade is not harmed.  See your Teaching Assistant IMMEDIATELY if your clicker or Responseware appears to be malfunctioning.  Monitor your clicker points every week to be sure you are getting credit – realizing at the end of the semester that your device messed up is too late!  Right now, register your clicker on Blackboard under the link on the main page. 
Objectives: This class examines the behavior of political actors and organizations, and examines the impact of political behavior on American democracy. By the end of this course, students will be able to:
( Identify and analyze data about political behavior and different political phenomena.

( Provide critiques about non-scientific and scientific methods of public opinion measurement.

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about the role of interest groups in political behavior and the American political process. 

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about the role of political parties in political behavior and the American political process. 

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about the linkages between political participation and voting behavior on the national and state level. 

( Understand the evolution and current role of the U.S. in the world. 

( Describe the role of the three branches of government in the development of foreign policy. 

( Identify the responsibilities of the President and Congress in the development of foreign policy. 

( Identify and explain the functions of national and international institutions dealing with development of foreign policy. 

( Identify and explain the role of governmental and nongovernmental international organizations in the development of foreign policy. 

( Identify positions and critique current U.S. foreign and economic policy.

( Analyze, critically assess, and develop creative solutions to public policy problems.

( Recognize the stages of the policy making process.

( Examine various domestic policy issues and discuss their various strengths and weaknesses. 

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about the role and effects of media on political behavior in the political process.

( Identify and differentiate between the range of media available, and the impact it has on society.

( To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse perspectives.

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about the effects of public opinion on political behavior. 

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about political socialization.

( Understand and demonstrate knowledge about political ideology.

( Identify and differentiate between various ideological beliefs.

Course Policies:  First, the teaching philosophy of this class relies on a “taxpayer theory” of education. You should take full advantage of the democracy you paid for with your tuition dollars. As a member of the community, you have rights and responsibilities, and there are policies in place to help with the smooth functioning of government (this class). You have the right of redress and of assistance if you have issues with the course.  You should learn to help yourself, recognizing that you are part of the community and culture of the course.  All materials are designed to encourage student engagement and to develop an “active citizenry”.  Materials (including notes) are copyrighted, and no one is authorized to sell, distribute, or otherwise make available any course products for economic benefit.

Second, if you have unique learning needs or are physically challenged, every attempt is made to provide reasonable accommodations. You should see me by the end of the first week of class so we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in accordance with the Office of Disability requirements at the University of North Texas and pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) (please see attached). 

Third, please consult and sign the policy regarding academic honesty (last page). Having other students do your work, collaborating on quizzes or tests, or click in for you in class are grounds for punitive actions. Please consult UNT’s policy. Watch the following this video if you are unsure about constitutes plagiarism. 
Fourth, the schedule below outlines the topics, readings, and assignments.  All material must by the date assigned. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO SUBMIT MATERIALS BECAUSE TECHNOLOGY WILL MESS WITH YOU!! You must read for class discussions and there are on-the-spot questions over class material.  Even if there is no assigned reading on a given day, you are expected to attend class unless directed otherwise. 
Sixth, class size necessitates several "do not disturb policies".  If you bring food or drink to class with you, dispose of it properly—do not make a mess for your classmates. If you are late or leave early, please do not disturb others.  You cannot make up missed “clicker” questions, but missing a few tends not to matter—there are so many. It is systematically missing that harms your grade. Any device which makes noise is prohibited-headphones included so please do not wear them in class.  Students who have complaints about others' disruptive behavior should first talk to the classmate who is disruptive and then see a TA or myself. The potential sanctions for disruption include moving you to a different seat, asking you to leave for the day, dropping you from the class, or giving you an "F" for the course for repeat disruptions. Any student creating a material and substantial disruption will be asked to leave the class.  
Seventh, students are encouraged to use laptop computers during lectures and notes are posted online for each Chp. (be sure the sound is muted).  We also use “Panopto” lecture capture so lectures are taped and linked to notes. I do NOT guarantee that it will work all the time-your best defense is to be in class for lectures. Audio lectures are online under the Panopto folder—so if you miss class, be sure to hear what you missed. 
Eighth, I offer opportunities for extra credit.  Lectures on campus, television programs, films, debates, and presidential or legislative addresses are all possibilities and vary by semester.  Extra credit is announced in class or on e‑mail, and may be posted on Blackboard. There are "expiration dates" for the extra credit, so turn it in by the due date and according to instructions.  I reserve the right to refuse extra credit if you miss the class when it was assigned. Extra credit is applied to your total points. Please make a copy of ALL extra credit assignments before sending it on Blackboard.  
Ninth, this course relies heavily on technology using it every day in class and assignments/readings/tests on Blackboard (you need your EUID and password). Messages are sent to your my.unt.edu account, so be sure you can access the online materials at least every two days. I cannot send confidential materials to outside emails for privacy reasons. If you are having troubles with computer access, you must contact the UNT Helpdesk. If you are having problems with a personal computer, you may have to go to a lab or university computer facility and someone there can assist you. I endeavor to keep you posted online about technology issues so check email and the Blackboard discussion forum “Help with class”.  I reserve the authority to change assignments if there are technological glitches. 
Tenth, the University may cancel classes for emergency reasons. If classes are canceled, and there is something scheduled for that class day, the work will be due on the next regular class day we are scheduled to meet. 
Eleventh, you will be assigned to a team by the second week of class based on where you sit in class. The first week, please scope out where you want to sit. You will then be assigned to a “team” in that neighborhood.  You will sign in through your team (these will be designated in the “Team Assignments” online). I do this because we will have team opportunities for extra credit, to keep track of attendance, to assign TAs, and to give you a potential study group of persons to prepare for tests. While I do not have an attendance policy, persons at the end of the semester who are “borderline” in their grades will get the benefit of the doubt if they have extra credit and good attendance.  

Twelfth (will these never end?), you can only take one make up exam (2-3 essay questions) if you have the absence approved by contacting your TA. Early exams are not available until 3 pm the day before the exam.  All approved makeups are during the last week of classes in room 125 Wooten (see below).  Bring photo identification, approval to take the makeup, documentation for the absence, and a pencil/pen.

Finally, this syllabus is not a contract, and I reserve the authority to change requirements by providing you with sufficient notice of changes in class and on Blackboard.  
Course evaluation: Scale & Percentages A=90+; B=80‑89.9; C=70‑79.9; D=60.9‑69 F=0-59.9
1) 3 closed book computerized multiple choice exams = 75% (25% each exam) ‑ exams are not cumulative

2) Workbook Assignments = 10% (1% each)

3) Completion of In-Class Clicker Exercises = 15% (daily in class lecture)
Too often students wait until the end of the semester to speak to someone about their grades and how poorly they are doing in class.   THE FIRST TIME YOU RECEIVE AN UNSATISFACTORY OR INCORRECT GRADE, SEEK HELP! Waiting until the end of the term is TOO LATE!  It becomes difficult to improve your class average once 75%+ of the work has done.  No matter what is going on in your life, get help. Under no circumstances is it ever appropriate to beg a professor at the end of the semester to just “change your grade”—it is unfair to other students similarly situated. 
Exams: There are 3 in‑class, closed book exams that are 100% multiple choice with 50 questions (using the entire class period).  Exams are non-cumulative focusing on specific topics and reading assignments for each unit. I do not do review sessions, pay attention to the “I care you know”s. Exam questions are approximately 75%-85% class lecture/power point slides/clicker materials 10-15% workbook & 5-10% exclusively from textbook (I may not have covered the topic in class).  

Exam Options: You have two options in this class: 1) in-class computerized online version of the test using your own laptop which you bring to class, or 2) in the C330 Sage Hall Testing Center  (computer lab) designated for testing. 

1) In-class laptop computer which you provide-If you have a laptop, you can take your test online in the classroom, at the scheduled day and time below using your laptop (your computer MUST be charged because there are insufficient power outlets). The online test is tracked in Blackboard (cheaters beware, it’s so much easier to bust you these days!).

2) Designated computer lab C330 Sage-We also have seating in a computer lab where you log on to Blackboard on a lockdown browser to take the test (student access and test content the same as the in-class option). You need your student ID to gain access into all UNT computer labs.  

There are different versions of the exams and questions are randomized online to protect test integrity. At the completion of your test, your grade is sent immediately through Blackboard and uploaded to gradebook. You are required to bring and show identification. Failure to do so can result in a failing grade. You get a receipt after each test to “prove” you were there. You must save those until your final grade is entered for the course. 

Clickers (Daily in-class questions and polls): This course relies on Response Cards (“clickers”) to encourage dynamic interaction during class. The first clicker question is within the first 5 minutes of class and the last one during the closing segment. Your grade is a percentage of times you “click” in, and if you get the questions right. If you snooze, you lose. There is a margin of error of about three percent on the number of clicks (we assume you will miss no more than three percent of the questions). After that your grade begins to suffer. See your TA if you think the clicker is malfunctioning (especially if it happens during class—see a TA at the front of the room!).  BRING CLICKERS TO CLASS THE FIRST DAY AND EVERY DAY! If you have registered it properly and bring it to the first week of classes, you receive EXTRA CREDIT! I begin counting clicker points the second week.  Note: While ResponseWare is available, you MUST INFORM ME THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS IF YOU ARE USING IT! Students have had issues with it. 
Tests are during regular class time.  CTB refers to the Custom Textbook, WB refers to WorkbookM/Tu/W/Th/F refer to days of the week.  XC refers to Extra Credit Opportunity
    

Week 1 Aug. 24-28
Lecture: All Politics All the Time: Course Requirements, Expectations, & Policies
Reading:  Syllabus & Blackboard requirements
W-CTB Chp. 2, Political Culture 
Online: Access course materials-http://learn.unt.edu (Blackboard Tutorial if needed)
M-Register your clicker online in Blackboard 
W-Fill out information sheet (end of syllabus)-XC
Week 2 Sept. Aug. 30-Sept. 4 

Lecture: Whatcha thinking?  
Reading: 
M-CTB Chp. 7 Public Opinion

W-WB Chp. 1, Public Opinion and Democracy

Online:
M-Seating assignments made-sit where you are the most comfortable because it is your assigned seat for the semester!!!
W-PSCI Pre-test assessment-under “Tests” folder-XC
F-WB Chp. 1-WB assignment #1 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 3 Sept. 7-11-LABOR DAY SEPT. 7 no classes! 
Lecture: Mobilization of the Masses 

Reading:
M-CTB Chp. 8, Political Participation and Voting 

W-WB Chp. 2, Political Participation
Online: 

F-WB Chp. 2-WB assignment #2 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 4 Sept. 14-18
Lecture: The Fourth Estate

Reading: 
M-CTB Chp. 10, Media and Politics;
W-CTB Chp. TX-3, Mass Media in Texas Politics

W-WB Chp. 3, The Mass Media
Th-XC-2 points-Sept. 17 Constitution Day! 11am-12:20pm-100 Auditorium Building-Debate Forum about Gay Marriage versus Religious Liberty. You won’t want to miss it!
Online: 

F-WB Chp. 3-WB assignment #3 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 5 Sept. 21-25
Lecture: Remember the Al-a-almost
Readings: 
M-CTB Chp. TX-1, The Social & Economic Milieu of Texas Politics 
F-UNIT I EXAM-covers all chapters Unit I. 
In 255 ESSC class 8-10 am & in Sage Hall 7:45am-11 am.
Week 6 Sept. 28-Oct. 2
Lecture:  Don’t stop the party (apologies Pitbull) 
Reading:  
M-CTB Chp. 11, Political Parties
W-CTB Chp. TX-4, The Party System in Texas
W-WB Chp. 5, Political Parties
Online: 

F-WB Chp. 5-WB assignment #4 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 7 Oct. 5-9
Lecture: The Paradox of Faction 

Reading:  
M-CTB Chp. 12, Interest Groups
W-WB, Chp. 4, Interest Groups

F-XC-5 points as bailiff at  UNT Law Moot court tournament in Dallas. See Dr. King if interested.

Online: 

F-WB Chp. 4-WB assignment #5 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 8 Oct. 12-Oct. 16
Lecture:  Voting the rascals out?
Reading: 
M-CTB Chp. TX-2, Interest Groups and Political Power in Texas
W-CTB Chp. 9, Elections and Campaign
Week 9 Oct. 19-23
Reading:

M-WB-Chp. 6, Elections & Campaigns

W-CTB Chp. TX-5, Elections, Campaigns and Political Behavior in Texas
Online: 

F-WB Chp. 6-WB assignment #6 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 10 Oct. 26-30
Lecture: Getting elected: Getting’ er dun!
Reading: Review for test! Class still meets MW!
F-UNIT II EXAM-All chapters Unit II 
In 255 ESSC class 8-10 am & in Sage Hall 7:45am-11 am.

Week 11 Nov. 2-6
Lecture: Beyond the Great Society
Reading: 
M-CTB Chp. 17, Economic and Social Policy
W-WB Chp. 7, Domestic Policy

Online: 

F-WB Chp. 7-WB assignment #7 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter.
Week 12 Nov.  9-13
Lecture: Money talks
Reading:
M-CTB- Chp. TX-6, Contemporary Public Policy Issues in Texas 
Week 13 Nov. 16-20
Lecture:  Wagging the dog? 
Reading: 
M-CTB Chp. 18, Foreign Policy
W-WB Chp 8, Foreign Policy

F-WB Chp. 8-WB assignment #8 due online by 11:59 pm.  Do all questions in the chapter
Week 14 Nov. 23-25 – Thanksgiving Break! UNT closes Weds. Nov. 25, 5pm 
Lecture: USA out of everywhere?
NO CLASS WEDS NOV. 25!!! Happy Turkey Day !
Week 15 Nov. 30-Dec. 4
Lecture:  The Texas Way: Low Services, Low Taxes
Reading:  CTB Chp. TX-6 Contemporary Public Policy Issues in Texas
Online : Evaluations
Week 16 Dec.  7-11 – FINALS!!
Final Exam not cumulative and covers all chapters in Unit III. Finals scheduled in accordance with University Policy. You must have Dean’s permission to take exams early.  Deadline for requesting is Mon. Nov. 23.
1050.003-Mon. 7-8-10am – C330 Sage or 255 ESSC

1050.004-Weds. Dec. 9-8-10am – C330 Sage or 255 ESSC

http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall 
University of North Texas-ADA, Plagiarism Compliance  (Fall 2015)

Name:                                                                      email account:         

                @

College Phone:  (          )                                         Home Phone:  (           )    

Gender:  ___Male    ___ Female    

 Date of Birth ____

Year in school:                  Transfer? YES       NO      (if so, which school):

Major:                                                                Minor: 

Have you ever taken a class from Dr. King before?           YES       NO

1) What is the first political experience you remember? 

2) Why do you think some people are “turned off” by politics? 

Please circle answers to the following questions.

3)  How interested are YOU in politics? 

Not at all interested 
Indifferent 
Somewhat interested  

Very interested

4) How frequently were political issues & politics discussed when you were growing up? 

Never
 
Sometimes
  Frequently

This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the course.  I also understand the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.  I agree to abide by academic honesty outlined by the Center for Student Rights & Responsibilities www.unt.edu/csrr/  and have read the material about my rights and the sanctions that can be imposed if I violate the student code of conduct.  I verify that all work done in this class will be my own, that I will cite or quote sources when I draw from other authors' material, and that I will present only accurate and truthful information to the professor and the teaching assistants.  Furthermore I understand that violating the policy will result in an automatic "F" for the course and referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings and dismissal. 

Signature: _________________________________________ Date:_________________

Printed Name: ______________________________________ EUID:________________

Return for extra credit first week of class
*Course drop information: see – http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html
*Policies on academic dishonesty - http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 

Department Statement of ADA compliance

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. 

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science

POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams.

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.  Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity

Acceptable Student Behavior:

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 
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