Lesli Robertson
ART 2120-501: Introduction to Fibers


____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Office: 124D
Email:  Lesli.Robertson@unt.edu





Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00am – 3:00pm
Course Description

3 hours. (2; 4) Introduction to two-dimensional and three-dimensional techniques in fibers using mixed media, pigment and dye

Required Textbook

Library research

Four PowerPoint Presentation will be given in class.  Each presentation is worth 25 points for a total of 100 points.

Course Content
An equal emphasis will be placed on technical proficiency and conceptual development while addressing the following processes: basketry, hand embroidery, stamping, and silk painting.  
Course Structure
Assignments will be presented to you in class via PowerPoint presentations and demonstrations. Students are required to present a research project, sketches and complete samples before beginning the artwork.  In order to complete the projects successfully you will need to spend a minimum of one hour outside of class for each contact hour spent in class (total of 12 hours a week).  You are required to document the development of each assignment in a journal. (3-ring binder) designated for this course only. 
Journal 
Regular recording of thoughts will help you develop ideas for this course.  Your journal should contain:

· Class notes including techniques, discussions, and critiques.

· Documentation of your exploration of each assignment.

· Sketches, diagrams, and other visual documentation of the design process and technical information.

· Verbal and visual recordings of other artists’ work and your analysis of their work.

· Examples of visual sources that interest you – anything that catches your eye, including sketches, photographs, or clippings

· Definition of terms.

· All handouts (please keep them in order).

The journal will be graded with each assignment and YOU MUST BRING YOUR JOURNAL TO EVERY CLASS MEETING! 

Due Date

Due dates will be given at the beginning of each project.  These dates are also listed on the Tentative Calendar section of the syllabus.  Your project must be handed in at the beginning of class on the due date.  Late projects will be lowered by a full letter grade (10 points) for each class day late.

Critiques

You and your work are to be present at the beginning of each critique.  The artwork must be hung and/or assembled, so that the critique can begin at 8:10 a.m.  Projects not ready for critique at 8:10 a.m. will lose points. You are expected to fully participate in all critiques.  In-progress critiques give you the opportunity to evaluate your artwork before it is completed. Final critiques give the class the opportunity to evaluate your artwork in order to enhance strengths and confidence in present and future projects. Always have someone take notes for you when your artwork is being critiqued.

Student Evaluation (Grading)

· The following criteria will be used in determining the grade of each project:

· Preparation (sketches)

· Exploration (samples)

· Research (written paper or outline and PowerPoint presentation). 

· Originality and inventiveness

· Concept (a high degree of visual sensitivity and intellectual thought)

· Consideration of the elements and principles of design.

· Craftsmanship

· Presentation

· Successfully solving assignment objectives.
The following grades will be assigned to each project:

A (90 – 100) = Excellent work – exceeds the assignment goals and objectives.

B (80 – 89) = Good work – meets all assignment goals and objectives.

C (70 – 79) = Fair work – mixed strengths and weaknesses in relation to assignment goals and objectives.

D (60 – 69) = Poor work – lacking in initiative to explore assignment goals and objectives.  Also, the  

                       highest grade given to unfinished work 

F (0 – 59) = Failing work – does not indicate understanding of materials or techniques.  Work lacks 

                     initiative and/or creativity.  Also, a project or design that is handed into another class for credit.

Final grades will take into consideration:  perseverance, improvement, attitude, attendance and participation in class discussions including critiques.

Attendance

It is your responsibility to sign in at the beginning of each class. Missing class will affect your final grade even if it is excused!  After missing three classes (excused or unexcused) your final grade will be reduced by a full letter grade for each additional class that you miss.   Therefore if you have a “B” in the course and you miss four classes your grade will be reduced to a “C”, and on the fifth absence it will be reduced to a “D”.  You will be dropped from this course on the sixth absence or receive an F for the course.  Half an absence adds up quickly!  You will be given a 1/2 absence for:

· Arriving late.

· Leaving early.

· Arriving unprepared to work.

· Studying for other classes.

· Doing artwork for other classes

· Reading a book, newspaper, or magazine that is not related to the assignment.

· Sleeping in class.

· Receiving or making calls on your cell phone.

· Leaving the building to park your car or other function unrelated to the class.

You must provide official documentation in order for an absence to be excused.  Telling me that you will not be in class is not considered an excused absence.  When absent, it is your responsibility to get information and handouts that you have missed.  Keep in mind that it is impossible to repeat lectures and demonstrations; you will not receive a one-on-one demonstration for the information that you missed.  In addition, no extra credit will be assigned for to make up for absenteeism.  

American Disabilities Act (Disabilities Accommodation)

“The College of Visual Arts and Design is committed to full academic access for all qualified students, including those with disabilities. In keeping with this commitment and in order to facilitate equality of educational access, faculty members in the College will make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with a disability, such as appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment and the teaching, testing, or learning methodologies when doing so does not fundamentally alter the course.

If you have a disability, it is your responsibility to obtain verifying information from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) and to inform me of your need for an accommodation. Requests for accommodation must be given to me no later than the first week of classes for students registered with the ODA as of the beginning of the current semester.  If you register with the ODA after the first week of classes, your accommodation requests will be considered after this deadline. 

Grades assigned before an accommodation is provided will not be changed. Information about how to obtain academic accommodations can be found in UNT Policy 18.1.14, at www.unt.edu/oda, and by visiting the ODA in Room 321 of the University Union. You also may call the ODA at 940.565.4323. 

Course Risk Factors

According to University Policy, this course is classified as a category two course.  Students enrolled in this course will not be exposed to any significant hazards and are not likely to suffer any bodily injury. Students will be informed of any potential health hazards or potential bodily injury connected with the use of any materials and/or processes and will be instructed how to proceed without danger to themselves or others.

First Aid Kit

A First Aid Kit in the plastic green tool box located next to the metal cabinet in room 212, it contains:  alcohol wipes, antibiotic ointment, band-aids, gauze, gloves, hydrogen peroxide, scissors, surgical tape, tissues, and a first aid book.

Building Emergency Procedures 

In case of emergency (alarm will sound), please follow the building evacuation plans posted on each floor of your building and proceed to the nearest parking lot. In case of tornado (campus sirens will sound) or other weather related threat, please go to the nearest hallway or room on your floor without exterior windows and remain there until an all clear signal is sounded. Follow the instructions of your teachers and act accordingly.
Center For Student Rights and Responsibility

Each University of North Texas student is entitled to certain rights associated with higher education institutions.  See www.unt.edu/csrr for further information.”

Studio Management

Everyone is expected to share in the order and cleanliness of the studio.  You are expected to return supplies to the proper storage and cleanup general work areas as well as your personal work areas before leaving the classroom.  An understanding of your own and your fellow classmates’ personal space is essential to everyone’s well being.  Everyone is required to assist in a thorough studio cleanup at the end of the semester.  Failure to do so will result in an “F” for the semester.
Lockers

You may share a locker in room 212 with another student.  Please label your locker by writing both students’ full name and spring 2008 on a piece of masking tape.  Use a combination lock, NO PAD LOCKS, for your locker and record the combination on the Syllabus Agreement Form that you filled out on the first day of class.
Building Hours for Scoular Hall

Monday

8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Tuesday

8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Wednesday
8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Thursday

8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Friday

8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Saturday

9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Sunday

12:00 P.M - 10:00 P.M.

No one will be allowed to remain in the building after the monitors lock up at night. Use the East front door after 5:00 p.m. and on weekends.

Supply List – put your name on all supplies!!!

For each class you will need:  Journal (Binder), Plastic sleeves for handouts, Pen, Pencil, Colored Pencils, Tracing Paper, 1” Masking Tape, and Permanent Marker.  Below is a list of supplies needed for each assignment. 

ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES MAY BE NEEDED TO COMPLETE YOUR WORK SUCCESSFULLY!

Embroidery




Basketry





Embroidery Hoop (HMS Kit)


Needle Nose Pliers (optional)




Embroidery Needle (HMS Kit)


Snips (optional)





Embroidery Floss




Found Objects





Single-Fold Bias Tape (HMS Kit)

Fabric

Small Sharp Scissors (HMS Kit)
Large Sharp Scissors (HMS Kit)

Stamping 





Silk Painting






Ink Pad (optional)




Large Sharp Scissors

Clear Con-Tact brand contact paper 


Vinyl or Latex Gloves

     -do not purchase acid-free contact paper

1 Gallon Distilled Water if using steamer in room 212

Large Sharp Scissors 



1 yard Silk Habotai or Charmuese

Apron





½ yard Charmuese (HMS Kit)

Plastic Containers With Lids



½ yard Habotai (HMS Kit)

Spatulas





Apron (optional)

Fabric





3/8” Elastic (HMS Kit)


Thread





Hairdryer

Foam Brushes




Paint Brushes

Hairdryer





Old Bed Sheet for steaming (optional)

Speedy-cut (HMS Kit)



Pushpins (HMS Kit)



Speedy Cutter (HMS Kit)








X-Acto Knife With Sharp Blade



Plexiglas (optional)





Adhesive (optional)





Staple Gun & Staples (optional)





Stretcher Strips (optional)




Wood Glue (optional)

Hammer (optional)
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