COLLEGE OF VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN 

ASTU3135, Alternative Processes
Lesli Robertson
Lesli.Robertson@unt.edu
Office hours: Scoular Hall 124D, Tuesdays 11:00am – 3:00pm
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  ART 3135 – Alternative Processes: 3 hours. (2;4) An introduction to the study of art processes that create both two-dimensional and three-dimensional “off-loom” structures.  Prerequisites: ART 1440, 1450, 1500, 1510.
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK(S): Library research
COURSE CONTENT:  Various two and three-dimensional fiber techniques will be introduced.
COURSE OBJECTIVES LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Assignments will be presented to you in class. In order to complete the projects successfully you will need to spend a minimum of one hour outside of class for each contact hour spent in class.  You are required to work in class and document the development of each assignment in a journal designated for this course only.  

Samples: Due as assigned. We will focus on crochet, knitting machine and felting techniques
Projects: 3 themed projects due as assigned

Research: 3 one page statements relating to projects along with 3 presentations due as assigned


Reading assignments and discussions as assigned
STUDENT EVALUATION (OR GRADING):  The following criteria will be used in determining the grade of each project:

1. Preparation (sketches), exploration (samples), and research (written).  All must be visually documented

2. in your journal.

3. Originality, inventiveness, and concept (a high degree of visual sensitivity and intellectual thought

4. should be evident in your work).

5. Consideration of the elements and principles of design.

6. Craftsmanship and presentation.

7. Successfully solving assignment objectives.

The following grades will be assigned to each project;

A = Excellent work – exceeds the assignment goals and objectives.

B = Good work – meets all assignment goals and objectives.

C = Satisfactory work – mixed strengths and weaknesses in relation to assignment goals and

objectives.

D = Poor work – lacking in initiative to explore assignment goals and objectives. Also, the highest

grade given to unfinished work.

F = Failing work – does not indicate understanding of materials or techniques. Work lacks initiative

and/or creativity.  A project that is handed into another class for credit will automatically receive an F.

*  Final grades will take into consideration:  perseverance, improvement, attitude, attendance, and

participation in class discussions including critiques.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  It is your responsibility to sign-in at the beginning of each class.  Missing class, forgetting to sign-in, or using illegible handwriting will affect your final grade.  After missing three classes (excused or unexcused) your final grade will be reduced by a full letter grade for each class missed. Therefore, if you have a “B” in the course and you miss four classes your grade will be reduced to a “C”, on the fifth absence it will be reduced to a “D”.  You will be dropped from this course on the sixth absence or receive an F for the course.  Tardies add up quickly – 3 are equal to 1 absence!  You will be given a tardy for:

1. Arriving late.

2. Leaving early.

3. Arriving unprepared to work.

4. Studying for other classes.

5. Doing art work for other classes

6. Reading a book, newspaper, or magazine that is not related to the assignment.

7. Sleeping in class.

8. Receiving or making calls on your cell phone.

9. Leaving the building to park your car or other function unrelated to the class.

Calling or e-mailing to tell me you will not be in class still counts as an absence.  When absent it is your responsibility to get information and handouts that you have missed.  It is impossible to repeat lectures and demonstrations.  NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR ABSENTEEISM.

AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT:  “The College of Visual Arts and Design is committed to full academic access for all qualified students, including those with disabilities. In keeping with this commitment and in order to facilitate equality of educational access, faculty members in the College will make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with a disability, such as appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment and the teaching, testing, or learning methodologies when doing so does not fundamentally alter the course.

If you have a disability, it is your responsibility to obtain verifying information from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) and to inform me of your need for an accommodation. Requests for accommodation must be given to me no later than the first week of classes for students registered with the ODA as of the beginning of the current semester.  If you register with the ODA after the first week of classes, your accommodation requests will be considered after this deadline. 

Grades assigned before an accommodation is provided will not be changed. Information about how to obtain academic accommodations can be found in UNT Policy 18.1.14, at www.unt.edu/oda, and by visiting the ODA in Room 321 of the University Union. You also may call the ODA at 940.565.4323. 

COURSE RISK FACTOR:  Level II:  Students are exposed to some significant hazards but are not likely to suffer serious bodily injury.  MSDS (Materials Safety Data Sheets) are available upon request.

BUILDING EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:  In case of emergency (alarm will sound), please follow the building evacuation plans posted on each floor of your building and proceed to the nearest parking lot. In case of tornado (campus sirens will sound) or other weather related threat, please go to the nearest hallway or room on your floor without exterior windows and remain their until an all clear signal is sounded. Follow the instructions of your teachers and act accordingly.

CENTER FOR STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITES:   “Each University of North Texas student is entitled to certain rights associated with higher education institutions.  See www.unt.edu/csrr for further information.”

Journal

Regular recording of thoughts will help you develop ideas for this course.  Your journal should contain:

1. Class notes including techniques, discussions, and critiques.

2. Documentation of your exploration of each assignment.

3. Sketches, diagrams, and other visual documentation of the design process and technical information.

4. Research - Visual recordings of other artists’ work and your analysis of their work.

5. Examples of visual sources that interest you – anything that catches your eye, including sketches,


photographs, or clippings.

6. Definition of terms.

7. All handouts (please keep them in order).

Due Date

Due dates are listed in the calendar section of this syllabus, due dates will also be given at the beginning of each project.  Your project must be handed in at the beginning of class on the due date.  Late projects will be lowered a full letter grade (10 points) for each class day late.

Critiques

You are expected to participate in in-progress critiques and in final critiques.  In-progress critiques give you the opportunity to evaluate your artwork before it is completed.  During final critiques the class evaluates each project so that your strengths can be built upon in future projects.

Building Hours For Scoular Hall

Monday
8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Tuesday
8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Wednesday
8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Thursday
8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Friday

8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.

Saturday
9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Sunday
12:00 P.M.- 10:00 P.M.

No one will be allowed to remain in the building after the monitors lock up at night.

Use only the east front door after 5:00 p.m. and on weekends.

* The Instructor retains the right to change the syllabus with or without notice. *

