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After Wagner: German-Language Opera, ca. 1900–1935

MUMH 6770, Spring 2010

Dr. Notley, Room 295 Music Building; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2–3:20

Office: Room 319; Phone: 565-3751; E-mail: Margaret.Notley@unt.edu

Hours: Tues. 11–12, Thurs. 3:30–4:30, and by appointment: the set hours may change because of committee meetings

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The musicology graduate program has an ongoing objective of strengthening students’ ability to think critically. Other goals of this course are for students to do the following:

1. Acquire a solid understanding of Wagner’s music-dramatic innovations in Tristan und Isolde 

2. Understand the continuing impact of Wagner’s innovations on a sample of German-language operas, of widely varying types but from a circumscribed period of about three decades

3. Be able to discuss and write about these works from nuanced analytical perspectives that engage new ideas about the role of narrative, drama, and music in opera

ATTENDANCE AND GRADING POLICY

· A seminar succeeds only if all students prepare for class and engage knowledgeably in discussion. Students are therefore expected to be present and prepared for each class. 

· A student will lose two points from his or her attendance grade for each unexcused absence and will be dropped from the roll with a WF or receive an F at the end of the semester after four absences whether excused or not. For an absence to be considered excused, I must receive proper documentation from the organizer of a school-sponsored activity. Absences for auditions and other important events may be considered excused: you must check with me ahead of time.

· A late arrival or early departure counts as a half or full absence. 

· Each student must lead class discussions two times, complete several short written papers or analyses on assigned topics, and carry out an independent final project (presentation and paper). Final grades will be determined as follows:

Attendance




  6 %

Preparation for class and participation
22 % (1 point for each class)

Leading class discussion twice

10 % (5 % each)

Short assignments



20 %

Final presentation (based on final paper)
12 %

Final paper 




30 %

PARTICIPATION: I’ll take notes after each class on students’ participation. After the first class, each student will or will not receive a point for preparing for and participating in each class.

LEADING CLASS DISCUSSION: You’ll be given guidelines for each class. The student leading on a particular day is expected to keep the discussion going, but other students must also participate in order to receive that day’s participation point. 

COURSE MATERIALS: Students must purchase scores for Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde and Strauss’s Salome. Other materials are on reserve on our carrel and in the Audio Center.

COURSE OVERVIEW (SUBJECT TO REVISION)

Week (by Tuesday)
Topic
1 (1/19)

Introduction; Tristan und Isolde

2 (1/26)

Tristan und Isolde
3 (2/2)


Tristan und Isolde; Salome

4 (2/9)


Salome

5 (2/16)

Salome; Erwartung

6 (2/23)

Erwartung; Eine florentische Tragödie

7 (3/2)


Eine florentische Tragödie; Palestrina

Week of March 9
I’LL BE IN EUROPE CONDUCTING RESEARCH

Week of March 16
SPRING BREAK

9 (3/23)

Palestrina; Wozzeck
10 (3/30)

Wozzeck

11 (4/6)

Wozzeck; Lulu

12 (4/13)

Lulu

13 (4/20)

Lulu

14 (4/27)

Lulu; FINAL PRESENTATIONS

15 (5/4)

FINAL PRESENTATIONS

EXAM TIME ALSO FOR FINAL PRESENTATIONS: Tuesday, 11 May, 12:30 p.m.–2:30 p.m.

Americans with Disabilities Act

The College of Music complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodation for qualified students with disability.  If you have an established disability as defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act and would like to request accommodation, please see me as soon as possible, no later than the third day of the semester.  My office hours and office number are shown on this syllabus.

Grade of “I”-Incomplete

University policy specifies that the grade of I-incomplete is “a non-punitive grade given only during the last one-fourth of a semester and only if a student is (1) passing the course; (2) has justifiable reason why the work cannot be completed on schedule; and (3) arranges with the instructor to finish the course at a later date  by completing specific requirements that the instructor must list on the grade sheet.  All work in the course must be completed within the specified time (not to exceed one year after taking the course).”

Penalties for Cheating

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline provides penalties for misconduct by students, including academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism:

The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to, (1) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; or (3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty member or staff of the university.

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement.  It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.

(Source: Code of Conduct and Discipline at the University of North Texas)

Penalties: If you engage in academic dishonesty related to this class, you will receive a failing grade on the test or assignment, and a failing grade in the course.  In addition, the case will be referred to the Dean of Students for appropriate disciplinary action.

