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University of North Texas College of Education

NCATE Accredited Programs in Special Education

Syllabus Fall 2010
EDSP 3210.020: Educational Aspects of Exceptional Learners (3 Credits)

The Department of Educational Psychology complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. If you have a qualifying disability as defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act and would like to request accommodation, please see me as soon as possible. Students who have documentation of a disability should present a written accommodation request from the Office of Disability Accommodation. Dr. DeMarquis Hayes serves as the ADA liaison for the Department of Educational Psychology (940-369-8563). Please understand that the accommodations are not retroactive.
	INSTRUCTOR:
	

	PHONE:
	

	E-MAIL:
	


1.0 Course Description:


3 hours. Overview of the unique physical, cognitive, and behavioral needs of all types of 
exceptional learners. The teacher’s role in identification and referral procedures and 
implementation of effective educational practices as required by federal and state law are 
examined.

2.0 Competency Goal Statements:

The competencies for this course are taken from the CEC Knowledge and Skills for All Beginning Special Education Teachers of Students with Disabilities in Individualized General Curriculums

I. Philosophical, Historical, and Legal Foundations of Special Education

2.1. Current educational terminology and definitions of individuals with disabilities including identification criteria and labeling controversies, using professionally accepted classification system and current incidence and prevalence figures. (K1)

2.2. Evolution and major perspective from medicine, psychology, behavior, and education on the definitions and etiologies of individuals with disabilities. (K2)

2.3. Differing perceptions of deviance, including those from mental health, religion, legal-corrections, education, and social welfare. (K3)

2.4. The historical foundations, philosophies, theories and classic studies including the major contributors, and major legislation that under gird the growth and improvement of knowledge and practice in the field of special education. (K4)

2.5. Legal system to assist individuals with disabilities (K5)

2.6. Continuum of placement and services, including alternative programs available for individuals with disabilities. (K6)

2.7. Laws, regulations, and policies related to the provision of specialized health care in the educational settings.

(K7)

2.8. Delineate the principles of normalization versus the educational concept of “lest restrictive environment” in designing educational programs for individuals with disabilities. (S3)

II. Characteristics of Learners

2.9. Physical development, physical disabilities, and health impairments as they relate to the development and behavior of individuals with disabilities. (K1)

2.10. Various etiologies and medical aspects of conditions affecting individuals with disabilities. (K3)

IV. Instructional Content and Practice

2.11. Impact of disabilities on auditory skills. (K4)

2.12. Assist students in the use of alternative and augmentative communication systems. (S18)

213. Support the use of media, materials, alternative communication styles and resources required for learners whose disabilities interfere with communications. (S19)

2.14. Adapt lessons that minimize the physical exertion of individuals with specialized health care needs. (S22)

2.15. Design and implement curriculum and instructional strategies for medical self-management procedures for students with specialized health care needs. (S24)

2.16. Participate in the selection and implementation of augmentative or alternative communication devices and systems for use with students with physical and health disabilities. (S25)

V. Planning and Managing the Teaching and Learning Environment

2.17. Appropriate use of assistive devices to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities. (K4)

2.18. Use local, community, state, and provincial resources to assist in programming with individuals who are likely to make progress in the general curriculum. (S6)

VII. Communication and Collaboration

219. Types and importance of information generally available from family, school, officials, legal system, and community service agencies. (K4).

VIII. Professionalism and Ethical Practices

2.20. Rights to privacy, confidentiality, and respect for differences among all persons interacting with individual with disabilities. (K2)

2.21. Types and transmission routes of infectious disease.

3.0 Required Reading:

 (a) Hallahan, D.P., Kauffman, J.M., & Pullen, P.C. (2009). Exceptional learners: 

Introduction to special education (11th ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

                  (b) One of these two books by Torey L. Hayden:



One Child



Somebody Else’s Kids


      Or  Dibs: In Search of Self by Virginia Axline.
  (c) Additional reading may be required. 

4.0 Course Requirements: APA style is expected on all work submitted.

4.1 Demonstrate professionalism.

Plagiarism is not tolerated.  If you need a refresher on what constitutes plagiarism, please go to http://education.indiana.edu/~frick/plagiarism/item1.html
All assignments should be submitted in a word document with your last name as part of the file name. An example is BookReview_Name. Assignments that are not submitted in a word document will be returned and counted late. Assignments are to be submitted in the assignment dropbox on the day that they are due. Five points will be deducted each day for late submissions.

4.2 Textbook/modules.

Students are responsible for reading/studying all of the information contained in the modules AND the associated chapters in the Hallahan et al. (2009) textbook. Information in the exams will be taken from the modules and the textbook.

4.2 Abstract (50 points)
Each student will complete an abstracts of a research article. Articles must be dated 2005 or later and focus on individuals with exceptionalities. Abstracts should be a minimum of two pages and written according to the format below. Research articles should be found in a peer-review journal such as Exceptional Children, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, Education and Training in Developmental Disabilities, etc. 
Research article

I. Reference (APA format)

II. Problem (stated in question form)

III. Procedure (how the researcher set out to answer the question)

IV. Results

V. Implications (for the field)

VI. Your response to this article

4.3 Disability Resource Notebook (50 points)
Your DRN will consist of information relating 5 disabilities. You may select a disability of interest to you. The DRN will serve as a resource to you, other school professionals, your students, and their families. Formatting instructions and guidelines are included in the assignments section of Blackboard. The DRN is a key assessment for NCATE. It must be submitted as part of your final portfolio in TK20, which will be due prior to the end of your education classes. 

UNT's College of Education uses Tk20 CampusTools™ as a comprehensive online data management system for all student activities in programs leading to certification for teachers or other school personnel. Students enrolled in certification programs are required to subscribe to Tk20 to complete course assignments and to facilitate evaluations for courses, field experiences, and student teaching or internship/practicum. Student subscriptions will be effective for seven years from the date of purchase. Key assignments must be uploaded into the Tk20 system for instructors to assess.  Please go to the following link for directions on how to purchase Tk20. Announcements regarding Tk20 will also be posted on this website: http://www.coe.unt.edu/tk20.
4.4 Exams

There will be four exams and a comprehensive final. There are no make-up dates for missed exams. Students are expected to keep track of important dates in the class.

5.0 Grading Criteria: 

Case Reflection/Analysis (10)


100 points


Article Abstract




50 points


Book Review




50 points


Disability Resource Notebook


100 points


Exams (4)





100 points


Final 





100 points


Total points available = 500 points

A grade of “I” will only be given according to University Guidelines.  

Please check your current student handbook for more information. 

5.1 Grade Conversion:

90%-100% or 450-500 points = A



89.8%-80% or 400 - 449 points = B

79.8%-70% or 350 - 399 points = C

69.66%-60% or 300 - 349 points = D

59.8%-0% or 299-0 points= F

5.2 Course Evaluation:

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, giving you a chance to comment on how the class was taught. I am extremely interested in the feedback I receive from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class.
Disability Resource Notebook

Your DRN will consist of 5 total disabilities. Your DRN will serve as a resource to you, other school professionals, your students, and their families. The idea of this Disability Resource Notebook is to include 5 sections for EACH DISABILITY in an organized, useful manner. Each section must have an introductory page including all pertinent information of the section. 

Make sure your DRN is organized and easy to follow.  Alphabetize your DRN.

Contents Page 

For each disability include:
1. Fact Sheet--A one to two-page fact sheet that describes the disability. You may create your own or use one developed by professional organizations or other sources. Be sure to include citations/references if you are using one you did not create.

Criteria

a. one to two-page fact sheet that describes the disability

b. included citations

2. Organizations and Services—Review organizations and services that benefit students with the disability. 

Include a minimum of five organizations or services and provide a detailed description for EACH of the following areas: (a) local, (b) state and (c) national organizations that work on behalf of students with the disability and their families. 

Criteria

a. detailed description of 5 local organizations

b. “extra” information elaborating on local organizations (e.g., WebPages, pamphlets, brochures)

c. detailed description of 5 state organizations

d. “extra” information elaborating on state organizations (e.g., WebPages, pamphlets, brochures)

e. detailed description of 5 national organizations

f. “extra” information elaborating on national organizations (e.g., WebPages, pamphlets, brochures)

 (Class Presentations provided one each organization or service for local/state/national, you must provide the additional 4)

3. Minimum of 5 General Teaching Tips--Provide detailed teaching tips specific to students with the disability you have chosen. (e.g. students with learning disabilities, you might investigate suggestions on the ldonline web page http://www.ldonline.org/ld indepth/teachingtechniques/strategies.html) 

Criteria

a. detailed teaching tips, minimum 5

b. included citations

4. Assistive Technology—Include assistive technology that might be available to the group you have chosen. (e.g. students with learning disabilities or visual impairments might make use of an eReader). List the device/software, where it can be obtained, and the cost. You may include other information that might be useful to you.

Criteria

a. detailed assistive technology, minimum 3
b. list the device/software, where it can be obtained, and cost

5. Web Resources--Review the web and come up with resources that benefit students with the disability you have chosen. Include a minimum of five resources with brief synopsis in each of the following areas: (a) teachers, (b) parents, and (c) students.

Criteria

a. detailed description of web resources for teachers

b. “extra information elaborating on web resources for teachers (e.g., WebPages)

c. detailed description of web resources for parents

d. “extra information elaborating on web resources for parents (e.g., WebPages)

e. detailed description of web resources for students

f. “extra information elaborating on web resources for students (e.g., WebPages)

All notebooks should include the Council for Exceptional Children (www.cec.sped.org). as well as Advocacy Inc. (www.advocacyinc.org) as a resource. 

This assignment is meant to be a physical notebook, all material should be submitted in word format. There should be a word document for each disability with the following sections included: (1) Fact Sheet, (2) National, State, and Local Organizations,  (3) Teaching Tips, (4) Assistive Technology, (5) Web Resources. Include a reference page at the end of each section.
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