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University of North Texas College of Education

NCATE Accredited Programs in Special Education

Syllabus-- Spring 2014
EDSP 3210.020/026: Educational Aspects of Exceptional Learners (3 Credits)

The Department of Educational Psychology complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. If you have a qualifying disability and would like to request accommodation, please see me as soon as possible. Students who have documentation of a disability should present a written accommodation request from the Office of Disability Accommodation. Please understand that accommodations are not retroactive.
	COURSE COORDINATOR/ SUPERVISOR/INSTRUCTOR OF RECORD: 
Dr. Mary Estes
MH 304F    (940) 565-2579
	

	E-MAIL: Email through Blackboard. 

Office hours: M, T  1:00-4:30; Th 1:00-4:00
	


1.0 Course Description:


3 hours. Overview of the unique physical, cognitive, and behavioral needs of all types of 
exceptional learners. The teacher’s role in identification and referral procedures and 
implementation of effective educational practices as required by federal and state law are 
examined.

2.0 Competency Goal Statements:

The competencies for this course are taken from the CEC Knowledge and Skills for All Beginning Special Education Teachers of Students with Disabilities in Individualized General Curriculums

4.0 Required Reading:

 (a) Hallahan, D.P., Kauffman, J.M., & Pullen, P.C. (2011). Exceptional learners: 

Introduction to special education (12th ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

                  (b) One of these two books by Torey L. Hayden:



One Child



Somebody Else’s Kids


      Or  Dibs: In Search of Self  by Virginia Axline.
   (c)  Additional readings that are posted to the assignment dropbox.
Strongly recommended: The APA Pocket Handbook:

http://www.amazon.com/The-APA-Pocket-Handbook-Documentation/dp/1933878134/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1355264098&sr=8-3&keywords=apa+manual+6th+edition
4.0 Course Requirements: APA style is expected on these assignments: Article Abstract    and Book Review. All written work must be submitted in Microsoft Word.
4.1 Demonstrate professionalism.

Plagiarism is not tolerated.  If you need a refresher on what constitutes plagiarism, please go to http://education.indiana.edu/~frick/plagiarism/item1.html
All assignments should be submitted in a Word document with your last name as part of the file name. An example is Book Review_Name. Assignments that are not submitted in a Word document will be returned and counted late. Assignments are to be submitted in the assignment dropbox on the day that they are due unless prior arrangements have been made with your instructor. The instructor reserves the right to deduct points for late assignments. Deadlines will be strictly enforced.
4.2 Textbook/modules.

Students are responsible for reading/studying all of the information contained in the modules AND the associated chapters in the Hallahan et al. (2011) textbook. Information in the exams will be taken from the modules and the textbook.

4.2 Abstract (50 points)
Each student will complete an abstract of a research article. Articles must be dated 2005 or later and focus on individuals with exceptionalities. Abstracts should be a minimum of two pages and written according to the format below. Research articles should be found in a peer-reviewed journal such as Exceptional Children, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, Education and Training in Developmental Disabilities, etc.  Because an article comes from a research journal does not guarantee that it is appropriate for this assignment. Select an article that is NOT an opinion piece or a book review. It must be a study to meet the parameters of this assignment. Your abstract review must include:
I.    Reference (APA format)

II.   Problem (stated in question form)

III. Procedure (how the researcher set out to answer the question)

IV. Results

V.  Implications for the field
VI. Your response to this article
4.3 Case Reflections/Analyses—There will be case study/reflections associated with at least five of the modules. You will be asked to post an initial comment and then respond to the initial postings of at least three of your classmates. Your initial posting is due three days before the deadline for posting your responses. Points will be deducted for late initial postings.
4.4 Disability Resource Notebook (100 points)
Your Disability Resource Notebook (DRN) will consist of information relating to 5 disabilities. You may select disabilities that interest you. The DRN is designed to serve as a resource to you, other school professionals, your students, and their families. Formatting instructions and guidelines are included in the assignments section of Blackboard. Detailed instructions and the grading rubric are attached to this syllabus, so that you will understand what is expected. The DRN is a key assessment for NCATE. It must be submitted as part of your final portfolio in TK20, which will be due prior to the end of your education classes. Therefore, it is critical that you keep an electronic copy of this assignment.
UNT's College of Education uses Tk20 CampusTools™ as a comprehensive online data management system for all student activities in programs leading to certification for teachers or other school personnel. Students enrolled in certification programs are required to subscribe to Tk20 to complete course assignments and to facilitate evaluations for courses, field experiences, and student teaching or internship/practicum. Student subscriptions will be effective for seven years from the date of purchase. Key assignments must be uploaded into the Tk20 system for instructors to assess.  Please go to the following link for directions on how to purchase Tk20. Announcements regarding Tk20 will also be posted on this website: http://www.coe.unt.edu/tk20.
4.5 Exams

There will be four exams and a comprehensive final. There are no make-up dates for missed exams. Students are expected to keep track of important dates in the class.

4.6 Book Review

You will read a book and write a book report over it. The book review must be completed in APA format, which includes an APA cover sheet, abstract, report, and reference page. The report (exclusive of cover sheet, abstract and references) should be at least five pages in length. Do not summarize the entire book while completing this assignment. Grading will be on this basis:

 (a) A summary of the part of the book that was particularly meaningful to you.
 (b) An explanation of why that part of the book was particularly meaningful.

 (c) Teaching techniques that were used in the book that you will be able to incorporate in your own classroom.

(d) Writing mechanics

(e) APA format

5.0 EDSP 3210 Grading Criteria: 

Case Reflection/Analysis (5)



100 points


Article Abstract




50 points


Book Review




50 points


Disability Resource Notebook


100 points


Exams (4)





400 points


Final 





100 points


Total points available = 800 point
5.1 Grade Conversion:

89.5%-100% = A



89.4%-80% = B

79.4%-70% = C

69.4%-60% = D

59.4% = F

5.2 Course Evaluation:

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, giving you a chance to comment on how the class was taught. I am extremely interested in the feedback I receive from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class.
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