Educational Psychology
EPSY 6020.001: Methods of Educational Research, Fall 2009
 
Instructor: Prathiba Natesan, Ph.D.                   Class Location: MATT 308
Office: MATT 316J                                        Class Time: M 5:30-8:20pm
Office Phone: (940) 565-4988
E-mail: Through webct
 

Office Hours:  
Mondays  
2:00-5:00 p.m.;
            Thursdays
2:00-5:00 p.m.
Other: By Appointment

EPSY 6020: Methods of Educational Research 
“Introduction to quantitative (survey, experimental design, correlation, causal-comparative, evaluation) and qualitative (case study, observation, action, participant-observation, historical, ethnograph, phenomenology) research methods used in conducting educational research.”
This course presents an overview   of the methods and procedures in educational research. The aim of the course is to inform the students about research procedures, types of research, research methods, and presentation of research findings. But the ultimate goal of this course is to prepare the student to be an independent researcher who has the ability to question and propose scientific solutions. Irrespective of the type of research (qualitative/quantitative) the student will pursue, he/she should be able to consume all kinds of research through this course.
Required Text: Gall. M. D., Gall, J. P., Borg, W. R. (2007). Educational Research: An introduction (8th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson. ISBN: 0205488498
 

Structure of Each Class

The course will be in lecture/group discussion/student presentation format according to the topic under discussion
How can I get the most out of this class?

There is a great deal of material to be covered! Because of this, it is my general expectation that you read the material to be covered in the lecture prior to the lecture.  This will allow you to get more out of the lecture, and for the lecture to move faster and smoother.  Also, because we will be spending a fair amount of time discussing research projects, having a cursory knowledge of the material will enable you to follow the in-class examples. Therefore, to benefit the most from this class:
1. Read the required material prior to the lecture

2. Participate in class discussion
3. Allow your fellow classmates to participate as well (although we are researchers, we are part of a society!)

Assessments:
Your grade will be based upon two exams (midterm and a cumulative final), 2 graded homework assignments, one project, one presentation, and class participation/pop quiz.  Exam dates are given in this document, so please plan accordingly.  There will be NO MAKE-UP exams, unless there is a medical emergency/condition (which requires appropriate paperwork).  All assignments should follow the formatting style of the APA publication manual (5th ed.). Every APA error will warrant loss of a point.
Your class presentation will be graded based on the clarity of the presentation, your mastery of the content, and how well you are able to teach your fellow classmates the content. Simply reading the notes from your powerpoint will result in the immediate termination of your presentation (in which case you will receive no points for this assignment). You must also include a class activity to that involves all your peers so as to improve their class participation and to show their understanding of the concept as well
There are NO make-ups for the graded homework assignments. Late submission of assignments will lead to loss of one letter grade per day. If you have questions about assignments, they should be asked prior to the submission deadline. You will not be excused from submission because you failed to ask your doubts before the deadline. The graded homework assignments need to be typed or written clearly. Illegible assignments will be returned for resubmission after reducing your assignment grade by a full letter grade. 
If you fail to attend an exam/participate in class quiz/submit your assignment, you forfeit the points pertaining to that activity. 

 Grading Scale:

A
90-100%

B
80-89.9%

C 
70-79.9%

D
60-69.9%

F
<60%

In the event that less than 15% of the students fail to score above 90%, the grades will be awarded according to your performance in comparison to your fellow classmates, i.e., if you are in the top 15%, you will receive an A, and so on. 
	Assessment
	Due Dates
	Points

	Midterm
	10/19/09
	75

	Student Presentation
	Varies
	50

	Team Project
	Varies
	90

	Cumulative Final
	12/7/09
	150

	Graded HWs
Assignment 1

Assignment 2
	9/28/09
12/10/09
	5

15

	Quiz/Participation
	Ongoing
	15

	Total
	
	400


A Word to the Student

As grad students, everyone is expected to be professional in your behavior/attitude/communication to your fellow graduate students and to your faculty. 

Attendance Policy: Although there is no credit given for class attendance, attendance will be taken during each class.  Absence from class is not an excuse for poor grades.  If you need to miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to get the notes and other information provided during that class. You and only you will be responsible for the notes that you missed in the class due to your absence. I will not go over the entire class notes with any individual if you have missed class. Questions and participation in class discussions are strongly encouraged. 

Note that the lecture schedule is only approximate. Some adjustments may be desirable as a function of student background and interest to expand or reduce coverage of some of the topics. Grading scale is also approximate since this will depend on the performance of the entire class.
American Disabilities Act

The Department of Technology and Cognition cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodation for qualified students with disabilities.  If you have not registered with ODA, you are encouraged to do so.  If you have a disability for which you require accommodation under the terms of the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, please contact me at your earliest convenience so that we may discuss your needs.

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism (Student Handbook)

The Student Code of Conduct states that plagiarism and cheating are offenses against the University, and students found guilty of either offense are subject to disciplinary action.  Cheating is defined as the willful giving or receiving of information in an unauthorized manner during an examination, illicitly obtaining examination questions in advance, using someone else’s work for written assignments as if it were their own, or any other dishonest means of attempting to fulfill the requirement of the course.  Plagiarism is the use of an author’s words or ideas as if they were one’s own without giving credit for the source, including but not limited to failure to acknowledge a direct quotation.  The minimum punishment for plagiarism or cheating is a grade of F for the course.

	
	Lecture Topics
	Deliverables
	Readings

	31-Aug
	The Nature of Ed. Research
	
	Chapter 1

	7-Sep
	Labor Day – No Class

	14-Sep
	The Research Process: From Proposal to Final Report
	Presentation 1
	Chapter 2

	21-Sep
	Ethics in Ed. Research; Lit. Review
	Presentation 2
	Chapters 3 & 4

	28-Sep
	“Kitchen Stories”; Selecting a Sample
	HW 1 Due
	Chapter 6

	5-Oct
	Collecting Research Data with Tests and Self-Report Measures; Collecting Research Data with Questionnaires and Interviews
	Presentation 6
	Chapters 7 & 8

	12-Oct
	Collecting Research Data through Observation and Content Analysis
	HW 2 Due 
	Chapter 9

	19-Oct
	Mid-Term Examinations

	26-Oct
	Statistical Techniques
	
	Chapter 5

	2-Nov
	Statistical Techniques continued
	
	Chapter 5

	9-Nov
	Experimental Designs, Part 1

Experimental Designs, Part 2
	Presentation 5
	Chapters 10 & 11

	16-Nov
	Case Study Research

Qualitative Research Traditions
	Presentations 10 & 11;
Project Presentations
	Chapters 12 & 13

	23-Nov
	Historical Research*
Evaluation Research*
Action Research*
	Presentations 13-16;
Project presentations
	Chapters 14, 15, & 16

	30-Nov
	No Class – Study Break

	7-Dec
	Final Exam


* Lecture materials will be covered only by students
EPSY 6020 Assignments

Assignment 1: Research Question and Paradigm (05)
Writing a research question that is feasible, clear, and focused can be a difficult task. Write a research question that you think would interest you if you were a researcher. In not more than 200 words justify what paradigm you would choose to view/analyze your research data. The research question should not be a question that elicits a yes/no answer. For example, if you want to know the effect of eating on the BMI of a person, the question, ”Does eating more increase the BMI of an individual?” would not be appropriate. Instead the question, “How does food consumption affect the BMI of an individual?” or “Why does food consumption affect the BMI of an individual?” would be better questions because they are more focused.

Assignment 2: Review (15)
In not more than 500 words, write your opinion of how “Kitchen Stories” affected your opinions about research ethics.
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