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I. Course Description

The course will introduce basic concepts, thinkers, and writings important to the study of philosophy and will highlight four areas:

1. survey of the basic divisions of Western philosophy

2. emphasis on readings and interaction with various germane texts

3. thinking through pertinent philosophical issues and controversies

4. doing philosophy

II. Course Objectives

1. begin to understand and formulate a worldview

2. develop the ability to think critically – increasing the ability to process and utilize information

3. begin to understand the worldview of others – increasing consideration and interaction

4. develop problem solving skills

5. develop written and oral communication skills

III. Course Textbook

Required Texts:

1) Fifty Readings Plus, 2nd edition by Donald Abel
2) various handouts delivered via Blackboard
IV. Evaluation of Student Performance

1. Class Attendance & Participation – I give frequent pop quizzes that cannot be made up.  Therefore, regular attendance is necessary.  Also, due to the dialectical nature of philosophy, the format of this class requires class discussion, which requires students there to discuss.  Participation does factor into the grading rubric.
2. Reading Quizzes - There will be random reading quizzes that will cover the assigned readings; the lowest TWO quiz grades will be dropped.  These quizzes are to ensure that the student is reading the assignments and to compel the student to attend class on time.  They will be administered at the beginning of class.  There will be NO make-up reading quizzes.  The objective of these assignments is to evaluate the student’s reading and establish attendance. 
3. Exams – The content of the exams will be based on class lectures, reading, and discussion.  You will have 4 exams: Three regular semester exams and the final exam.  The format of the exams includes both quantitative and qualitative sections.  The quantitative section will include multiple choice, T/F, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions and will be worth 40% of the test.  The qualitative section will require the student to write a short essay and will be worth 60% of the test.  
Grading Breakdown:
Class Attendance and Participation: 5 pts.

Reading Quizzes: 15 pts.

Exams: 4 x 20 = 80 pts.

V. Policies

Academic Integrity - Make sure you have it, or you are guaranteed to fail this class…plagiarism or intellectual dishonesty of any kind will result in a failing grade, I will report the student to the Office of Academic Integrity.
Electronic Devices - Use of any electronic devices during class is NOT allowed. I especially do not want to see any cell phones out during class.  Please turn them off and put them away for the duration of the class.  If problems persist with cell phones or other technological devices, the student will be asked to leave without credit for attendance that day.  If repeated offenses occur with the same student, disciplinary actions will be taken.
Respect your fellow students! - This is essential in a class largely involved in discussion, especially about ideas that are important to people.  Be mindful of other people and how you treat them.
Final Exam – The final exam for this class is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14, 2011 at 1:30p – 3:30p.  The Registrar’s Office schedules the final exams, not the instructor.  This will be the only time available for our final exam.  The student must accommodate this schedule.  If extreme circumstances prevent the student from taking the exam at the scheduled time, he/she must make arrangements through the testing center.  The Testing Center only allows for very extreme circumstances to reschedule a final exam. 
VI. Reading Schedule

	WEEK
	DATE (Read by)
	TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

All page #s are from the 1st edition of textbook

	WEEK 1
	08/26
	Introduction
	Syllabus

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 2
	08/29
	What is Philosophy?
	Euthyphro (Blackboard)

	
	08/31
	What is Philosophy?
	Euthyphro (cont.) and start on Value of Philosophy (Blackboard)

	
	09/02
	What is Philosophy?
	The Value of Philosophy (Blackboard)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 3
	09/05
	NO CLASS – Labor Day
	

	
	09/07
	Hedonism
	Epicurus and Mill (Blackboard)

	
	09/09
	Responses to Hedonism
	Huxley and Nozick (Blackboard)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 4
	09/12
	Introduction and Vitrue Ethics
	Intro to Ch. 6 and Aristotle (387-401)

	
	09/14
	Deontology
	Kant (408-429)

	
	09/16
	Utilitarianism
	Mill (408-429)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 5
	09/19
	TEST ONE
	

	
	09/21
	Introduction and Proto-Rationalism
	Intro to Ch. 3 and Plato (120-132)

	
	09/23
	Rationalism and its Roots
	Descartes (133-145)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 6
	09/26
	The Rise of Empiricism
	Locke (146-156)

	
	09/28
	Empiricism and its Problems
	Berkeley (157-173)

	
	09/30
	No Class
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 7
	10/03
	No Class
	

	
	10/05
	Empiricism (cont)
	Hume (174-185)

	
	10/07
	Empiricism and its Malcontent
	Kant (185-199)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 8
	10/10
	Fixation on Beliefs
	Pierce (Blackboard)

	
	10/12
	TEST TWO
	

	
	10/14
	Mind/Body
	Plato’s Phaedo and Aristotle’s De Anima (Blackboard)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 9
	10/17
	Mind/Body
	Armstrong (246-257) 

	
	10/19
	Mind/Body
	Searle (Blackboard)

	
	10/21
	Mind/Body
	Nagel (259-269)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 10
	10/24
	Self
	Locke (Blackboard)

	
	10/26
	Self
	Hume (297-303)

	
	10/28
	Self
	Parfit (Blackboard)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 11
	10/31
	Self
	Taylor (Blackboard)

	
	11/2
	Self
	Dennett (304-317)

	
	11/4
	TEST THREE
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 12
	11/7
	Hard Determinists
	Intro to Ch. 5 and D’Holbach (319-329)

	
	11/9
	Hard Determinists
	Hospers (330-338)

	
	11/11
	Libertarianism
	James (340-349)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 13
	11/14
	Libertarianism
	Taylor (351-361)

	
	11/16
	Soft Determinism
	Stace (363-371)

	
	11/18
	Soft Determinism
	Holmstrom (372-386)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 14
	11/21
	The Question of God
	Intro to Ch. 2 (28-30) and Paley (45-52)

	
	11/23
	Watches and Watchmakers
	Dawkins (63-74)

	
	11/25
	No Class - Thanksgiving
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 15
	11/28
	Problem of Evil
	Mackey (76-88)

	
	11/30
	Problem of Evil
	Hick (89-100)

	
	12/2
	Faith and Reason
	Pascal (102-108)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 16
	12/5
	Faith and Reason
	James (109-118)

	
	12/7
	Final Reflection and Review
	

	
	12/9
	No Class – Reading Day
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 17
	12/14
	FINAL EXAM at 1:30p-3:30p
	


