PHIL 1050.003 – Introduction to Philosophy Syllabus
EESAT ROOM 190 T/Th 9:30a-10:50a 

Seth Aaron Thompson, Teaching Fellow
Office: EESAT room 372A

Office phone: 940-565-4671

Email: seththompson@my.unt.edu

Office hours: T and Th 2:00 - 3:30 or by appointment
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I. Course Description

As an introduction to philosophy, this course spans a great breadth of ideas which have compelled Western thinkers for millennia and which find invocation even in contemporary debates.  Because of this, I take the questions of philosophy to be perennial questions and of the upmost relevance to our lives.  The course will introduce basic concepts, thinkers, and writings important to the study of philosophy and will highlight four areas:

1. survey of the basic divisions of Western philosophy

2. emphasis on readings and interaction with various germane texts

3. thinking through pertinent philosophical issues and controversies

4. doing philosophy

II. Course Objectives

1. begin to understand and formulate a worldview

2. develop the ability to think critically – increasing the ability to process and utilize information

3. begin to understand the worldview of others – increasing consideration and interaction

4. develop problem solving skills

5. develop written and oral communication skills

III. Course Textbook

Required Text:  Cottingham, John, Western Philosophy: An Anthology 2nd ed. (Wiley-Blackwell, 2007).

IV. Evaluation of Student Performance

1. Class Attendance & Participation –Absences will reduce the student’s final grade, and there will be no opportunity to make-up missed reading quizzes. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Any student not signed in at the beginning of the class will be considered absent. Class participation and progress will be factored into final grade.
2. Reading Quizzes –random reading quizzes will cover assigned reading; the lowest two quiz grades will be dropped.
3. Exams – content of the exams will be based on class lectures, readings, and discussion.  You will have 4 exams, which includes a midterm and a final.  The 1st and 3rd exams will consist of multiple choice questions.  The midterm and final (2nd and 4th tests) will include short essay questions in addition to the multiple choice sections.  
Grading Breakdown:
Reading Quizzes: 10 pts.

Exams 1 and 3: 2 x 20 = 40 pts.

Midterm and Final Exam: 25 pts each = 50 pts. 
The point system implemented above translates from numerical grades to letter grade values as follows:
A = 90%+

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 0-59%

V. Class Policies
This course has no prerequisites.

Attendance: Attendance is required for this course. Your attendance will be assessed by your completion of the Daily Reading Responses and roll call on days when there is no reading quiz. Attendance of class lectures and discussions is crucial to understanding course material.  The student is allowed THREE unexcused absences.  After three unexcused absences, the student will lose half a letter grade for every additional unexcused absence.  

Late Assignment / Make-up Policy: The reading quizzes will be our only assignments, and they may not be made up or turned in late.  I strongly encourage you to contact me as soon as possible if you miss a class or an exam, no matter what the reason. As to what constitutes an ‘acceptable excuse,’ I generally try to be understanding; however, I do reserve the right to refuse any make-up exam with the exception of UNT’s excusable absences. 
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty, which includes cheating and plagiarism, will absolutely not be tolerated in this course. Any acts of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the assignment in question and referral to the appropriate university office. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty (you can always ask me for clarification). Full information may be found here: http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf

Classroom Behavior: Each student is expected to be respectful to all others. This includes allowing others a chance to speak, being on time and not leaving early, refraining from disrespectful comments (both in class and during online discussion), refraining from cell phone use of any kind, and refraining from laptop use for anything other than note taking. Students who are disruptive will be held accountable in accordance with the policies of the university.

Class Cancellation: In the event of class being cancelled (either the university closing or just a particular meeting of this class being cancelled), you should assume that any readings, assignments, or exams due on the day class is cancelled will instead be due at the next scheduled class meeting. Any necessary adjustments to the schedule will be announced at the next regular class meeting and posted on Blackboard.

Disability Accommodation: The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

Anyone requiring special accommodations should contact me at their discretion during the first week of class. Any special accommodations approved by the Office of Disability Accommodation will be fully given to the extent specified by the policies of the ODA and the university.

University Schedule: Important schedule information for this and other courses, including dates for adding or dropping courses, may be found at this site: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

It is each student’s responsibility to be aware of important dates set by the Registrar’s Office (it should also be noted that the Registrar’s Office rules are strict, and often cannot be overridden by instructor consent).

Technology Policy: I do not allow the use of technological devices in my class, such as laptops and cell phones, unless the use of these devices is recommended by the ODA for a particular student.  Repeated use of such devices will result in disciplinary actions up to being asked to leave class without credit for the attendance and reading response components for that day.
VI. Reading Schedule
	WEEK
	DATE (Read by)
	TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

All page #s are from the 1st edition of textbook

	WEEK 1
	08/29
	Introduction
	Syllabus

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 2
	09/04
	What is Philosophy?
	Euthyphro (Blackboard)

	
	09/06
	Hedonism
	Epicurus and Mill readings (Blackboard)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 3
	09/11
	Responses to Hedonism
	Huxley and Nozick readings (Blackboard)

	
	09/13
	Morality and the Good Life
	Plato  (486-492) and Aristotle (492-495)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 4
	09/18
	Virtue Ethics and Sentiment
	Aristotle (492-495) and Hume (500-506)

	
	09/20
	Sentiment and the Rationality
	Kant (506-512)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 5
	09/25
	TEST ONE
	

	
	 09/27
	Knowledge and Opinion
	Plato (2-12) and Plato (12-18)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 6
	10/02
	Opinion and Demonstration
	Plato (12-18) cont., and Aristotle (18-21)

	
	10/04
	Doubt, Reason, and the Senses
	Descartes (21-25) and Hume (35-39)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 7
	10/09
	Empiricism and Pure Reason
	Hume (35-39) and Kant (40-43)

	
	10/11
	Allegory of the Cave
	Plato (67-75)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 8
	10/16
	Substance 
	Aristotle (76-79) and Descartes (80-86)

	
	10/18
	Substance (cont)
	Descartes (80-86) and Berkeley (97-102)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 9
	10/23
	TEST TWO 
	

	
	10/25
	Mind/Body
	Plato (201-209) and Aristotle (210-214)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 10
	10/30
	Mind/Body
	Aristotle (210-214) and Aquinas (214-221)

	
	11/01
	Mind/Body
	Descartes (221-227) and Mill (240-244)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 11
	11/06
	Mind/Body 
	Mill (240-244) and Ryle (251-256)

	
	11/08
	Self
	Locke (274-280) and Butler (280-284)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 12
	11/13
	Self
	Butler (280-284) and Hume (297-303)

	
	11/15
	TEST THREE
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 13
	11/20
	Art as Imitation
	Plato (692-700)

	
	11/22
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 14
	11/27
	The Nature of Dramatic Art
	Aristotle (701-705) and Hutcheson (706-710)

	
	11/29
	Beauty and Taste
	Hutcheson (706-710) and Hume (711-716)

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 15
	12/04
	Concept of Taste and Beauty
	Kant (716-722)

	
	12/06
	Metaphysics of Beauty
	Schopenhauer (723-728) 

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 16
	12/13
	FINAL EXAM
	8:00am – 10:0am

	
	
	
	


