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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Ethics is a branch of philosophy that studies moral decision making.  Ethics explores questions like: What is the Good life?  How ought I to live?  Are there moral obligations that people have toward one another? How do we determine what those obligations are?  Does ethical judgment depend strictly on societal/cultural bias, or are there ethical truths that hold across societies and cultures?  What is the role of a person’s character in ethics?  What is more important, adhering to principles and rules to live by or striving to embody certain moral virtues?  We tend to believe that there is a sharp contrast between sciences and value-laden subjects like ethics, but just how different are these subjects, and what are those differences?  

These and many other questions are within the domain of ethics, and we will address many of them.  However, this class is intended to be issue based, so we will devote a significant portion of this class to particular moral issues with which our society struggles.  However, we want to avoid treating moral dilemmas strictly with a show of hands.  Rather, we will spend much of this class developing philosophical tools with which to better answer ethical questions.  Not all ethical opinions are on equal footing, and it is one of the goals of this class to provide students with better means to distinguish poor ethical judgments from sound ones.
In line with this goal, I have divided the class into three weekly segments.  Of the two required textbooks, one is a book of primary philosophical readings, and the other offers explication.  On Mondays, I will assign readings from the book The Ethical Life (primary texts).  I want students to engage in important treatises on ethics directly, as is a suitable demand for college level work.  On Wednesdays, we will read from Fundamentals (explication).  These readings will help students gain a better understanding of the writings and ethical theories in question.  On Fridays, we will not have reading assignments unless otherwise stipulated.  Instead, we will use these days to dive into contemporary ethical dilemmas with an eye to the ethical theories and readings that we have covered earlier in the week.

I designed the class with this three-faceted function because I do not believe we can adequately begin discussing the complexities of ethical discourse without some understanding of ethical theory.  It is one thing to assert an ethical opinion; it is an entirely different matter understanding and evaluating the underlying assumptions informing that opinion.  I also believe that ethical theories are more complex than a wikipedia article can summate.  This is why I have included primary readings: I want to demonstrate that ethical theories are far richer than simple bullet points allow, and much can be lost in formulating a theory without regard to the philosophers on whose writings the theory relies.  
COURSE EXPECTATIONS &  FORMAT
Attendance/Tardiness Policy: Regular and punctual class attendance is expected. In case of absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor. Students absent on official school business are entitled to make up coursework missed. In all other cases, the instructor will judge whether the student will be permitted to make up work and will decide on the time and nature of the makeup. However, students are expressly responsible for any work missed regardless of the cause of the absence. Students must discuss such work with the instructor and should do so immediately on returning to school. Communication between the student and instructor is most important, and it is the student’s responsibility to initiate such communication. Attendance will be taken daily. After five unexcused absences, a student’s final grade will be dropped a letter grade. Tardiness will not be tolerated. Arriving to class more than 15 minutes late will equal an absence. Three tardies will also equal an absence. 
Class Rules and Preferences: The practice of philosophy is best done in a discussion format; therefore, discussion will be an important component of this course. Many of the philosophical issues that we will read about and discuss will be intellectually challenging, exciting, and at times controversial. We must all do our part to respect one another, even when we do not agree. To assist in this goal, we will create and agree upon a set of rules for discussion. Failure to engage in intellectual discussion in an adult and academic fashion will result in at least an absence for the student for that day in question.  Severe infractions will be dealt with through the Center of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  
Electronic Equipment: Cell phone ringers must be turned off during class. Students must NOT use any cell phone, MP3, computer and/or other personal handheld or laptop electronic equipment during class. Use of electronic equipment in class will equal an absence.
Email and Use of Blackboard: Class participants are expected to check their university email for updates and information on this course. Additionally, class participants are expected to check the blackboard component of this course on a weekly basis. Class participants will be held accountable for any information missed by not checking university email and the course blackboard site.

GRADING
Reading Assignments and Quizzes: Read all assignments carefully, thoroughly, and thoughtfully. All readings must be complete by the date listed in the syllabus. Always bring the assigned readings to class.  There will be random reading quizzes to ensure that students complete the reading.

Tests: There will be a total of four tests throughout the semester.  Each test will be comprised of quantitative and qualitative components.  The quantitative will involve multiple choice and possibly True/False questions while the qualitative will involve fill in the blank, short answer, and essay questions.   

Final Exam: The final exam will likely be cumulative, covering the expanse of all the material covered throughout the semester.  It will mimic the format of the previous four tests, and the content will be determined thoughout the course of the semester.   
Grading Rubric


Attendance and Participation:
10%

Reading Quizzes


15%


Tests (4 total)



15%/each


Final Exam



15%

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Academic Ethics: (http://www.unt.edu/csrr): Acts of academic dishonesty are subject to discipline at UNT. Cheating, plagiarism, and furnishing false or misleading information are acts of academic dishonesty. The definitions of these terms are clearly described in the Undergraduate Catalog (www.unt.edu/catalog) and by the Center for Students Rights and Responsibilities.
Absence for Religious Holidays: (http://www.unt.edu/catalog/undergrad/enrollment.htm): A student absent due to the observance of a religious holiday may take examinations/complete assignments scheduled for the day(s) missed within a reasonable time after the absence. Class participants must notify the instructor, in writing, of planned absences for religious holidays as early as possible.
Authorized Class Absence: ( http://www.unt.edu/vpaa_fy0708_fhb/III-a.html): All travel by students off campus for the purpose of participation in UNT sponsored activities must be authorized by the dean of the school or college of the sponsoring department. Within three days after the absence, students must obtain authorized absence cards from the dean of students for instructors.
Counseling: A qualified staff of counselors is available for consultation. Counselors are prepared to discuss matters of academic, career, and personal-social concern. UNT’s Student Counseling Center offers personal counseling, career counseling, consultation, mental-health screenings, educational programs and self-help resources as well as referral services. Services are available during the day and evening hours. (Chesnut Hall, Rm. 311; 940-565-2741)


Disability Support Services (http://www.unt.edu/oda): If you anticipate the need for accommodations to meet the requirements of this course, you must register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (University Union, 3rd Floor, Suite 321) in order to obtain the required official notification of your needs. Please plan to meet with me by appointment or during office hours to discuss approved accommodations and how my course requirements and activities may impact your ability to fully participate. For more information, contact ODA (940-565-4323). 

FERPA: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education. Education records cannot be released to anyone other than the student, unless the student signs a statement specifically allowing the release of specific records to an individual. For more information, please see: http://www.unt.edu/ferpa/. 
� NOTE: The following is not meant to be exhaustive; students should expect to abide by all policies and procedures in the UNT catalog and as laid out by the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities.








